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, AndrewAndrea Otten , 66, of StStMichaej'StMichaej,; ,,,Michae ( ' telhtells howlie, and others in'in' hishii'village-trsehii'villagehiivillagetrse"-

village
v-

illage"'
- use , i

,and statetdre different .partspartsparts'.
;' of 'marinemarine' marine mammals ,?, Hisiris statements , , as weU.a-

s
weUa-

swell .,as , those of ,
,

other elders ; were fapedtaped during
,
the Bering Straits Elders ConferenceConference , * jl

40 Subsistence%wence isis4, concernconcerrt'concerrt'

ofoffldersElders Conference
$y SabreSabra McCracken

Foffor ththe TundrTundra TinwTim"Tim"NOME -" A dtermination to
survive and to maintain their
subsistence'bsisiencebsisienceIu' lifcstylelifestyle , broughtbrout4t
'together'AlaskaNaUvetogetherAlaskaNaUve' togetheir ' Alaska?, , Natives in'theintheIW' the
Bering StraitStraits region ,

.tottot.,to;, an

elderelders conference whtehwhich
ppened here fastlast weekiweek

"WeWe" W intend to survivesurvivo ,""
laidaald .MatthewMatthew., lyaIya ,, 33J3 , direc*,

tortot , of lubsistence.forlubsistenceforsubsistence .for'Kawet"forKawet'KawcrKawcr'
*".,

,akale; IncInc"JheIncJhe"i.iheiihe.
noii-profitnoiiprofitnon-pr"ofit'rmnonpr"ofit'rmprofitrm- " "annann"' $ of

the Bering Straits Native Corp.Corp. .,

and sponsor,
, of thethe-gatheringthegathering- gathering.gathering .,,

Veronica lyaIya , MatthewMatthew"sMatthews*" wife-wifewife ,,- .

was* as the conference coordintoordiw
itofator,,, ,

lyaIya spoke Tuesday to a

groupgroup'group' of nearlyneatly SOOSOD people
,

A-A-*"
eldenelders , friends ind"indfind

v"
relative

gathered for thethe fourth annual ,
'

Bering'Bering' StraitStraits ElderElders* 'Conl'et-'Conl'etConletConfer' -

ence.enceence .: ,

SpeakerSpeakers _at'at' 'the'the' ' conference
dSplayedOplayed ai determinationdetermination ,

, to

j ,suteeedsdcCeed (44( tHe"legtHelegt1ia"'legallegal' l'paufe.lpaufe.lpaufe' aitlefar.? for
I, f, Mbsutencesubsistence righirighis , "payingytheypayingythey

"

paying they
believe'believe '

,
-.the'.the.the'the-.thethe. ', pontinuationFontinudtion of

their , cultureGulture'dridaGulturedrida'.dep'erfdi.deperfdideperfdi., *' "onon"on that

?, ,rfghtrfghL,
'. During the/pastthepastthe /'-past

p-

ast' yearyear, lyaIya
said , progresiprogress had been made
'onon'on the subsistence Issue.Issue. HeIre

icitedrrited theTeauthorizatiohbfthethe Teauthotizatio'n'ofTeauthotizationof' ' the
1972 , Marine

, Mammal tTotec.tTotecProtec-Protec.-

tlontlon'ActtlonAct' Act which placed the manman..

agementggemenf of [ marine iinammabmammals
in ,ft\eftethe\ hands of the00 federalfediral govgov..

ernment.ernmentemment .:,?

-IfIf"If-" the ttatestate wantwan"wan" toto makemake

rules and regulationregulations regarding

thths /useuse/, , 'useuse', 'of'tnaHne'oftnaHne'af'af'
,
Marini' mammals

It .mustmust. musi firstArrst determine the

need for subsistence users,11'users11users ,"' he ,

said.said. ,

If there , is.anyisany.? gaia'beyondgaiabeyondgain"beyondgainbeyond'"
subsistence , the

'-
stat

s-

tat' tatq mustmust tskask
the villagervillageri first0rst if they
wanwant(* toto harvest'harvestharv48t'harv48t ' lhatthat excess
limhIlmh fort'ortor' a commejcbl'OpercommejcblOpercomrriejclal ,

', open.open.

attonanon , And.AndAnd ., lya.lya. explained,

jthey.th"ey.theythey.
"

* are supposed to help the
'yfligeiyfligei'.villagevillage. gairtOld eeonofnlcfonomic ttatilitystability
before the1the, harvestharitst

'
goes to1o

anybodysnybcidy else.else.
' '

"W4W40'0"''"We're'UradingWereUrading" ' 'ttradingfifTtiut, iT'xiuriTxiur', re-re-

edufcesdrirces while otherothers tieare gahiinggaining
monetarymottotiry benefit.benefit., It seemseem4'seem4'

like'likehke' wewe Jare;are alwayalways ; trading
M" omettiing"omettiingsomething ;

" awaawi ; 'and'and' ' getting'gettinggeiting'

,, lcsloss tnreturnIrf retum
",Ilk hahaato__;tottop.tottop;, stop.stop. We cannot

,comproiribe.comproiribecompromise., aOr-Orly'ly-' longer?
"" Iy}

, said.isaidisaid ., ,
" . *

TheThai , iAlaekans;
Rags for'for' Equal;

HuntingIlunfng andnd Fishbgfishing havehave cokcoV
leeredlecled ,. about ;9.00090009,000., tignaturetigriatures

to,t puput( an'InitiativeanInitiativeaw' , dative to , repealrepeal'(

'

,

the tubsistncesubsistence? law err next

, fall'fallfa11'afa11a' ballotbigot , lyaIya explained.explained.
"MosiMosi"MostMost" of them; livfflive inIri'Anchor-Iri'AnchorIriAnchor'Anchor'Anchor' '-.
ageFalrbanks"an4ageFalrbanksan4age ,; FatrbnkaAnd$ " lurieaUtluaiaw

"Only'OnlyiV" ly' one.oneon .i;
percent , of'of' the

'fishfish'; inin'' Anchorage'AnchorageAnchotage'goesAnchotagegoes' oe tutb subisub,

tUtencOse.tUtencOsesistcncq'use.sistcncquse.sistcncquse' . FFout"perZentFoutperZentut" ercent goes

to'tot4' spon'dshtnspondshtnspace
?

"MnMn'" $ mdsad 959S percent,
," '

to-totw- commercial"commercialcommerclaf ;uscuse , 'They'reTheyre'I'hex'rIhexr' ' e'reere'
ilighting#ighting over.overover ., a4 meremeter one ,

;percentpercehti , BufBut'But' we haveNve tm-tmtus"tus-",
jtomaryitomary and trwiitionalh"adltionalhadltional" use.useuse,;." he
told.toldWd.Wd. ' *vv , . ,

Other speakerspiakeni echoedeclibedlygislya ,

concern;oiiCKnJo
*

ot; 'OerOer
' 'Eskirao'licaEskiraolica,'

B kimoheri,' ,

tafle..Ctafle.CtafleC' .
* '"'

..
1

! leb ; Pupeowiyl
,

, 4040 j
tht
:T? 0&0it&fNtwlylieile ht "litlit"
X41werkeralkk lncInc.Inc. . , sildald

'
tha'tthat'thiithii' -the"the"the- "

rutivei "people'people" ' have ? a specialiptclalle;.'
ipiritual.ipiritual. relaUohshi to'to' their;

/
(

.environment.environment.environment. nvironmeat.nvironmeat .

White people.don'tpeople.dontpeopledontpeoplt-don'tpeopltdon'tdont.
- ' underunderi

stand the way'way' wewi reel"reel1 ,*"* he
saidsaid'', Their"II" eft definitiondefinitiol biof subsub--
sistence is totally differentdiffertnt

. fromfronjotirs.fronjotirsour .
"OurOur"OutOut" 'culture-'cultureculturecultured'* - and ourout livesUves

Are,are Aat; stake , Inln'ordeilnordei'prdef tolo survive

'wewe' mmustst maintainmaintain ourout spiritual
relationship -withwithwlth- 'thethe3he' land, the
animals andsad the worldworld.,." '

PungowiyiPungowlyl said thatthatat, at last
year'syears-year's- ' Alaska Federation ofd Nar4a.r4a..

tives'tivestl ei' Convention In Anchorage

titbe noticednoiced; that , the , LoweifLowet 44 ,'
,
Indian elders'elders' lookedlooked. ,. sad ,.

. 'They7hey werev ereco4rmid,

*

confined to14 livingliving.
.

'on'on', on ', reservationreservations'so'reservationsso)
'
su'su' It'It' .IsIs. Is no'nono-'n-o'

'wonderwonder'wondqwondq' their
t
spiritsspkiis werewere brok

entn.tn*. They lost .,
.their-'spirltual.theirspirltual.theirtheir'spirltualspirltualiheir4piritual- '

relationship totojhtlindthe
,

land ,,""
Pungowiyl-Pungowiyl and lyaIya said

potential
-

oilolland,
and gas,4yelop-gas,4yelopgas4yelop.,.develop-.develop.

-

.wentwentment., In the'the' Norton SoundS6und
,

threatenthreitirt .theirtheir. 'traditionaltraditional' way'way',

of life.lifeUri.Uri. 'PungowiylPungowiylungowfyl'

, ,
.addedadded.,
added .HutHut.

ayt

lwilwtailvelATWtutlve to re10,41"thi1041thiaTthe
"

sub.sub.
'tistcncetistcncesistence'

,
law , the possible

*

, ban
onbd subsistencesubiisienci .bowheadbowheadbowhiad., whal *

ing , and ,the .clifotccinenclifotccinen06tcemen. ( of
the rnlgratoryinigstory; bird treaty
would

,
also'alioalio' havehive,40ripacthive40ripact, n-'Impactn-Impact' on

Eskimo people ,
.

On the brighter 'sidesideslde' , the
Eskimo peoplep6opli should notdcs-notdcshotdes.hotdes; -.

pair , saidsaid'ludesaidlude' ude Henzler.Henzler., of the
Rural Alaska Resource AssoAsso..

ciationelition.elition,. He told the elders

thatthit when they were youngy0 'there waswai po Alaska JEskfrnoTsk;,
WliilIrigW1iiI16jCoiui1ssiqn,ComniJission ; i6nu Eski.EskiEsil.Esil.

intmoyalr4isWalrus CornmissionCoriiffi4sl'ACoriiffi4slA' and no
FishFfs

'
and . .GameGame.CsimeiCsimei. ) Advisory

CommitteeCor mltieo ioto help therrt1hem , ,
"KawerakKawerak" ;, the -local'local'local- local \FkhFkh\' Fish

, andand',06eand06e',Caihe AdvisoryAdvis6ry CommitComimit

teest6ek,' ,
ththe.AubslsfencetheAubslsfence: .SubslstenceSubslstence.. PivislonDivision

pfptthethe Fish and CameG
I

ame DepartDepart..

ment , aiidand thetVgubsistenc6'SubsistenceSubsistence' De ,

partment'partment', at , HtiraIRural Cap areore
workingworkinj hardfiard to make sure the
Fisheries board1boardandand the North
PacificPaclkAhiriis( Fisheries ManagementManagernefit

Council
,

, , protectrotec ( the subsissubsis..quFil
tenceten

' ,
e resourceiiiouke"iiiouke_ ,"''

,
ille'nleillenlefle'raletfleralet''

? said1.said1sai&sai&.'

fieTurlhertfarullrlirer urged'urgedurge&urge&' the ciderseldert
totq register to * vote.votevoted. "IfIfIfoxou" yoK
want tO'tOto'helptohelp' help keep thatthatsub?,sub'sub',
tistencesistence law thenthbrxyyouu needneed'toneedto' to,'
.votevote.,vote ,, ,? And yoiiy 4 , needtoneed |Ito'Ito ,

adviseadv4oyou(, ( chndrtnchildron how 1m *'

portantpqrtint theirtheii votevotei are.are.,'
TheT'he

'

,
ildeilt'ldcrtldcr'

, cpnferencep9nfermte concon.con.
tfctinuedfo4tinVed (

; forz; onqnefWeek, Week ,with 4
r.'fuUr.fuUrfuU.

'full0AA,A; n'danda'
,
ohpealcertp'tapingohpealcertptaping6t speAers 0' taping'taping '

'weioM'tbfweioMtbf' ' bf the cultural tradi.tradi.,
"tiontion'fj4isfj4is"' andand dancing4ancIng,

by EskimoF kimq

"groupsgroups"jrbupsAnin the Bering StraitsStralis
Region.RegionReglori"Reglori".

'
AllAU the speechesipeeches weretrtnwerejrani-werejrani, - ;

lated fromfro, m English into YupikYujlk:; ;

5UUwrenceIsland,St-St,- Lawrence ?,
IslanO YupikandYupik and ,

'Inupiaa.Inupiaa.Inupiaa' .

Represented'geplisentedgeplisented'
i, at the conferconfoto

enceenct ,

wereyw elderelders 'fromfrom'
ironi 16 ,

vvillagesage , 1III the.thethe ., approximatelysppro4lmat ly
"2&,00020006Wo& , square-milesquaremileiquaro-miliiquaromili- regionr4on'r4on ' fang"fanglang.lang".
'tngtng'IngIng'

from DiomcdDiomcdq ,
' and St.St.

LawrenceLawtende, ,, , Islands in thetheNorth-theNorth, North.North.-
wesltowest'towestto;' StebbfosStebbins sndqnd .tfolakleettfolakleet. lakliet
iA the southeast'isoutheastisoutheast '

*

TheTit theme"theme"" "'SubsistenceSubsistence'SubsistenqeSubsistenqe' is6
SurvivalS rvlvij'rvlvij*'* waWas chosen'chosenchosen '

(,b theOil
..ElderElder.EldersElders fcommitteeCommittee :consislnO sistlns( ,

, .
of'.Merjiiretof.MerjiiretofMerjiiretof ' .MsroetMsroet. ! SeeganiSeoganto

,

;MinfileMinnie
*
"JPaeerstroin.JPaeerstroin.JPaeerstroin"

,
e, . Peter Currancu , ClarCla.Cla

.

e 41b . 6okochuAtk.fokochuAtkf6A .
i

Alffedtat; and A" . I'

nungatukiinungiWk4,


