Old, times remembered at Edgecumbe reunion
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had originally hoped for 600
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It probably never
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Mount Edgecumbe has produced many champions and championship “Knock-kneed, bowdegged, pigeon4oed, fat” that's how the yell
teams. Here, an alumni ball player blocks the advance of the Edge- went, but the alumni cheerleaders looked pretty good anyway
cumbe staff in* a game which Alumni won, 91-80.




“We are Family” theme of Edgecumbe reunion
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When the choir sang two
evenings  later 1o a packed
crowd ol both alumnt and stu-
dents, even the critical ear ol
Father (ksorgin was pleased
When the music ended, there
were tears in the eyes ol hoth
participants  and  spectators
Many sav  Father Ossorgin's
choir was the highlight of the
entire  pedmion, amd in Tact
they came just  because this
mian did

ot o only  choir members
gathered 1o display past tal
ents. There were cheerleaders
who sang about being “knock
koeed, fat, and pggeon toed
nut who o oreality look trom
and sharp. despire the vears
I here were haskethall plavers,
e luding past hall of Fanvers
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For everybody, there were

emjoyahle times i just meet-
g and  chatting  with  old
friends, and sharing a drink
ur a dance. As the reunion
ends, a group of alumm come
up with a resolution, calling
for  the school to remain
upen

It any ol the returmmng alum
ni felt the school should close
down, the did not et thewr
voices  be  heard  “We  Are
Familv - was the theme for the
reunion, and virtually all of the
past students agreed with o,
pd - expressed  ther  feelings
that the family of Mount Fdpe
cumbe should be allowed 1o
prow and pot be cut ofl as parl
ol President Reagan's budget
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don,” stressed Auggie Ander-
soon of the class ol 49 and the
{151 male cheerleader at Mount
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Ihere are many in Alaska

who do want 10 see Mount
Edgecumbe close down. Some
rural educators note that Rural
Fducation Attendance Areas
were established to bring edu-
cation to the Bush, and thai
many schools have been buili
in rural Alaska, Whenever a
student leaves the Bush lo at-
tend schools elsewhere, there
15 less money for the rural
school district

Yet the overwhelming senti-
ment among  the  gathered
Ldgecumbe alumni was thal
Alaska 15 many years away
from being 1o the pont where
dnn J.i‘ll."lr'l.rl.h'l-l:' '-.I.'Ii'.“ll "i||L|| il
Mount Edgecumbe is no long
er needed, and that b the
schoa] were 1o close divan, the
education of  Alaska Natives
waortld be hurt tremendously

Robert Mullock of kotre
bue, class of 09 15 an educa
tor m the Northwest  Arcti
School Dhstrict where many
mnovative  edocational  pro-
grams  are  being conducted,
and  where the local popula
tion 45 having a strong influ-
ence on what 15 taught thei
children, mncluding traditional
culture and language. yet he

feels the school should remain

open.
“A lot of people criticize

i, Mullock says ol his old
school, “hut look, most ol our
leaders have come from here.
It was a place where | learned
discipling. Sure, you go away
from home flor four years,
and some say you will lose
your culture. No one’s going 1o
lose  their culture by pomng
to an institution lor four
vears. Let's keep Mount Edge
cumbe open’ It's Lime we lell
the government we can control
what we wanl (o do Trom now
on'

Among  the alumm  who
returngd s Al Adams, state
representative from Kotzebue,
and chairman ol the powerlul
Alaska House Fimance Com-
mittee. Adams credited his ex-
perience at Edgecumbe  with
heing responsible for much of
the success he has had to date.
Wherever he travels in Alaska,
Adams notes, he finds old
school mates, Thanks to Edge-
cumbe, Adams says he had a
goodd  statewide picture even

before he left high school.
Even if the federal govern-
ment fails to come through on
Edgecumbe, a default which
many alumni feel would be a
violation of the federal trust
responsibility toward Native
Alaskans, Adams hopes (o keep

the school open through state
action, he said. Adams is re-
sponsible for legislation which
calls for state funds, currently
128 million to be used along
with federal funds to keep the
school operating.

Although Adam’s [inance
committee s calling for cuts
in the stale budget, many
ol them controversial, he has
i quall'rn. aboult ca!ling fisr
funds for Edgecumbe. “There
are many cutbacks needed in
the state hureaucracy,” Adams
explains. “There are many pro-
grams which can be cut back.
But we have our priorities lor
tunding, such as. education,
health, law and order. This
educational facility falls under
our guidelines a8 something
that & good for our Alaskan
peaple.”



