
Akiak IRA Council reverses Alaska Area Director
The IIRARA VIllage of A"lakAlakAkiakA"lak-

has

Akiak-

has
"

has succeeded inm reversingreversmg thethe-

"Iaska
the-

Alaska"Alaska"IaskaIaska AA'eaAeaArea''eaea Director of thethe-

BIA's
the-

BIA'sBlA'sBlAsBIA'sBIAs' elementary school in thethe-

first
the-

firstfirsifirst IRA contract appealappealevereverever-

kiak

ever-

to
ever-

toto the commiSSIOner of IndianIndia-
n"tlms

Indian-

Attars""tlmstlmsAttars 10in WashmgtonWashington . 0DCC .,

the (CommissionerommlsslOner agreed WIthWIth-

1

with-
Akiak.\kiakkiakAkiak\\11. 131., andJndJndrecentlyandrecentlyrecently told thethe-

"ct
the-

Acting""ctctVtmgActing109 Area DirectorDuector to proceedproceed-

toto negotiate a contractontr ct wIth-

the
withwith-

thethe AkiakAal" , . IRA CounCouncilCouncil-

The
Council-

The
dd-

TheThe lormerturmerfurrier Area DirectorDuector ofof-

the
of-

thethe B1ABIA Clay AntioquuAntiuquiaAnrioquia . onunon-

Octoher
un-

Octohe(KtohcrOctoheOctoher, II I1979CJ7CJ
,. deideudeddecided<

< " 1 thatthat-

the
that-

the

> - '
thethekuktheI.IJI\\kukkuk\I.IJII.IJIlkiak. . bidhid to ouperateoperate( ItsIts-

In
its-

Imo.,.mnmn\\InInImo\, BIAHI\HIHIementary.\ [UcmentaryementaryIlementary! 5<.school.hoo\.hoo.hooun\ un-

Jcr
un-

der

un-

der
un-un-

Jcrder Diethe Indian SclfDctermma-
lion

SelfDetermma-
lion

SelfDetermina-
Ion

Sclf-Dctermma-SclfDctermmaSelf-Determma-SelfDetermmaSelf-Determina-Determina- -

lionlionulion.1Ion \\uu\.1.11.t1t.. ,shouldhould he reiectedrelectedrejectedrejecte-
dheau4

relected-
h"ch"chcheau4" , . ''' In IllShis upmlonopinion ( I .)

the seTVIcesservices rendered would notnot-

be

not-

bebe satisfactory , and ((2)2) thethe-

BIA

the-

BIABIA School FacilityFacthty due toto-

disrepair
to-

dlSrepaudisrepairdlSrepau was no longer SUI-

table
suit-

able
suitSUIt-¬-

able to house the program .

The AkiakAkl3k IRA Council , rere-

presented
re-

presented
re-re¬-

presented by Alaska Legal Ser-

VIces

Ser-

vices
SerSer-¬-

vices ,. and attorney Bert HirschHtrSCh .,

appealed to the CommIssIoner-

of
Commissioner

of IndianIndl3n Affairs inm Washing-

ton
WashingWashing-¬-

ton ,. DDCC In its appeal , besidebeside-

several
beside-

severalseveral legal arguments , Ak13k-

outlIned
AkiakAk13kAkiak-

outlinedoutlined the history of its schoolschool-

and
school-

andand its efforts to contractcontract-
for

contract-
for'for the Commissioner The BIABIA-

Elementary
BIA-

imentary
BiA-

ElementaryElementaryimentary School Program hadhad-

crated
had-

operated
had-

operatedoperatedoperatedincrated in10 AkiakAktak for moremore-

than
more-

thanthan 40 yearsyears-

Only
years-

Only
years-

OnlyOnly after ( I ) the vlages-
ought

villagelagevillage-

soughtjughtsought to contract for the operoper--¬-

ationallan of the school under thethe-
Indian

the-
IndianIndian Self-DeterminationSelfDeterminationSelf-DeterminattonDeterminatton- Act ,
and ((2)2) the State Department ofof-

Education
of-

EducationEducation requested the BIA toto-
stop

to-
stopstop the operation of its elemen-
tary

elemen-
tary

elemen-elemen -

tary school program in AkiakAkiak-

soso that the state could take overover-
the

over-
thethe program , dId the formerformer-

Area
former-

AreaArea DirectorDlIector decide to shutshut-

down
shut-

downdown the Akiak BIA schoolschooL-
Akiak

.

Akiak IRA Council memembers feltfelt-
that

felt-
thatthat the BIA had shown moremore-
concern

more-
concernconcern for the state than forfor-
people

for-
peoplepeople in their village .

In ia Memorandum this monthmonth-

from
month-

fromfrom the Commissioner to thethe-
acting

the-
actingacting Area DuectorDirector of the BIA ,

the CommCommissionerComrrnssJOnerssioner rejected thethe-

reasons
the-

reasonsreasons set forth for the denialdenial-

and
denial-

andand directeddtrected the acting AreaArea-

Director
Area-

DuectorDirectorDuector to proceed to negotiatenegotiate-
aa contract with AkiakAklak for thethe-

operation
the-

operationoperation of its BIARIA ElementaryElementary-
SchooL

Elementary-
SchoolSchool
SchoolThe

The ContnCommissionerContnlSSionerlSSioner stated thatthat-

he
that-

hehe could find ""nono evidence thatthat-

the
that-

thethe services to bebe'deliveredbedelivered''delivereddelivered wflTwillwilt'wilt-

bebe unsatisfactory ." The Commis-

sioner
CommisCommis-Commis-

sioner
-¬-

sioner also noted that thethe-

Akiak
the-

AkiakAkiak IRA Council ""hashas agreedagreed-

to.to makeke a buildingbuildmg available forfor-

hool
for-

the
for-

thethe schoolhool program which Doc-

tor
DocDoc-¬.-

tor Earl Barlow [( the DirectorDirector-
of

Director-
ofof Education for the BIA I][I-

hashas inspectedmspected personally andand-

found
and-

foundfound it to be suitable afterafter-

shght
after-

slightshghtslight modifications are made . "
While Akiak wfllwill get to keep-

its
keep-

rls
keep

itsrls BIA Elementary School Pro-

gram
ProPro-¬.-

gram and will get to contract toto-

operate
to-

operateoperate that program , a relatedrelated-

questIOn
related-

questionquestIOn is whether that pro-

gram
propro-.-

gram , min somee way , can rmakemake-

use

make-

useuseov of the new state school facil-

ity
facilfacfacil-¬.-

ity inm AkiakAktak ._

Although representatives ofof-

Aktak
of-

AktakAkiakAktak and the Lower Kusko-

kwim
Kusko-

kwim
Kusko-KuskoKusko-

kwim
--

kwim School District have dis-

cussed
disdlSdis-¬'-

cussed the possibility of a sub ¬.
contract , whereby LKSD wouldwould-

operate
would-

operateoperate the program in the statestate-

school
state-

schoolschool facility , the State De ¬.
partment of Education opposes

such an agreement.. Alaska Legall.egaIlegaI.Legal-

Services
l.egaI-

ServicesServiceServices! Corporation on behalfbehalf-
of

behalf-
ofof the Akiak IRA Council , hashas-
recently

has-
recentlyrecently filedmed suit in the BethelBethel-
Superior

Bethel-
SuperiorSuperior Court to remove thethe-
state's

the-
state'sstate'sstates' opposition to10 such an-

agreement
an-

agreement
inan

agreement.. In the meantime , thethe-
effect

the-
effecteffect of this more recent de ¬.
cision by the Commissioner ofof-
Indian

of-
IndianIndian Affairs iIs.* that AkiakAkiakwillwillwill-
retain

will-
retainretain and get to operate its BIABIA-
Elementary

BIA-
ElementaryElementary School Program rere-

gardless
reore-rereo-

gardless
¬-

gardless of the outcome of thethe-
lawsuit

the-
lawsuitlawsuit .

""The"The former Area DirectorDirector-
went

Director-
wentwent to unusual lengths toto-

oppose
to-

opposeoppose the AkiakAklak contract ,:"'
said Bruce Twomley , one orof thethe-
attorneys

the-
attorneysattorneys representing the AkiakAkiak-

IRA
Akiak-

IRAIRA Council in itits! contractingcontracting-
efforts

contracting-
effortsefforts . """TheThe Commissioner'sCommissioners ' dede-

cision
de-de¬.-

cision makes absolutely clearclear-

that
clear-

thatthat the former Area DirectorDirector-
was

Director-
waswas wrong and that there nownow-
will

now-
willwfllwill be a contract .

''IIIl am veryvery-
pleased

very-
pleasedpleased that the people of AkiakAkiak-

will
Akiak-

willwfllwill now have the opportunityopporturntyopporturnty-
to

opportunity-
toElementarySchoolto retainretam their BIA Elementary
School Program in order to trytrytoto make the Indian SelfDeter-
mination

Self-DeterSelfDeterSelf.DeterSelfDeterSelf-Deter--. ¬.-
mination Act work for them . II-

would
I-

wouldwould , of course , be even happi-
er

happihappi-¬'-
er , if they had the cooperationcooperation-
and

cooperation-
andand supportsupport.ofsupportof.of the State Depart-
ment

DepartDepart-.-
ment of Education in theirtheutheir-
efforts

theu-
effortsefforts ."


