Letters to the Tundra Times

Hospital

grateful
Community Relations Office
USPHS, lHS ANHSU

0. Box 577
Mt. Edpcurnbe k99835

Dear Editor
The Mt. umbe Hospital
patients, the tient's Christmas

Committee, and hospital staff
would like to thank all ofatlhe

Special gests, who also gree
and shared with the patients
were, Nelson Frank, dent of
Shee Atika, Bill Bndy, President
of Sitka Communlty Associa-
tion, Frank O. Williams, Jr.,
President of Sitka ANB, Joni
Lewis, President of Sitka ANS.
This event was a great success,
made possible by the many
organizations, and peoplc who
donated money,
the Native foods. on belnll of
the Patients, the Committee, and
the hospital staff we thank all
of you, ho‘E that you had a
derful and wish

le and
mz-lbuted to the Mt. Edge-
mhuems

party. party
was held December 22, 1980 in
the hospital’s commu.nity health
services branch classroom, with
37 patients in the hospital.

The - program started with
Christmas entertainment at 2
p.m. Included were the very
popular Ga Ja Heen Dancers,

Paul Chulik, Albert
, Jr., Roberta Rau a trio
compoud of Sophie ﬁank.
Vesta Dominics, and Virginia
Thomas who sang in english and
tlingit, and a skit by some of the
nursing staff.  Following the

was the Ch
meal, including a very -good
variety of Native foods that were
donated. Next came Santa Claus
with presents for every patient.
All in all, it was a great Christ-
mas party for the patients.

Prior to the program, opening
remarks were made by Frank O.
Williams, Jr.,, Chairman of the
Committee, and Mr. Art Will-
man, mlslervlce Unit Director.

Brady was the MC.

you the very best during the
coming year.
Committee Members:
Frank O. Williams, Jr.
Virginia Thomas

Grace Larson
Della Price
Evelyn Ramos
Ralph Brady

n
Maybelle Williams
Lavina Adams

Mother wants
son in Alaska

Governor Jay Hammond
Office of the Governor
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Mr. Governor:

| wonder if this letter will
to your office. I really
would like for you to answer
me.
My son was. convicted an
sent to jail in Fairbanks in 1974

He was sent to Lompoc, Cali-
fornia in 1975 and have Bo.l‘%pﬂl
ed before the parole and
was told that he wasn’t ready to
join society yet. I've seen two
other pcodple who did the same
thing he did and are out already,
and I am wondering why my son
is still in jail. I question myself
r if Indians can kill
Ing and whitemen: can kill
Indians and not pay for it, and
yet, if an Indian kills a white-
man he pqy; for it body and
where'be chat g loga conmae

where he can' counul~
ing and help g: eﬁ: family.”
My son has done nothing wron
his life besides to get drunl
one night. I understand the legal
services and public defenders are
supposed to keep in touch with
our people who are sent out-
side to another state. Why
aren’t they doing it?

I want my son back in Alaska.
1 wnm the public opinion on

Why the State and
Fedenl uendes always do what
they want to do and not listen
to some people? I can’t even
see my son use he is 100
and 100 miles away from my
home and I can’t afford it.

As the Governor of Alsska,
1 want you to do nomﬂ.hin;
about it. I've met you twice
now and each time I wanted
to mention it to you but you
were too concerned about
education than you were lbout
one persons problem.
if you read this you will :hrt
investigating some things that
goes on within your state that
affect some people's life-such
as mine.

(Continued on Page 14)
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(Continued from Page Two)
Please answer my letter.

Sincerely,
Addie Shewfelt
Box 12

JOX
Fort Yukon. Alaska 99740
Examination
of Watt

David & Dee Olin Hoifman
73 Slade Street
Belmont, Mass. 02178
Dear Editor:
I would like to wish you all a

happy New Year and to tell you-

how much my wife and [ appre-
ciate  reading Tundra Times
while we are temporatily living
away from Alaska. It helps us
keep in touch with what is going
on at home

Today we received your
December 17 issue which had a
front page story on James Watt,
the man Ronald Reagan has
picked as Secretary of Interior
| thought | would write to pass
on some further information
about Mr. Watt which | came
across

In your lead sentence, you
state that Mr. Watt is “a
champion of state’s rights and
a man who works for an organi-
zation which someumes sues the
federal g

political insensitivity. There are
many conservatives whose
appointment would not so
inflame environmentalists.”

A lm oh]ecnve and Iess

regulations.” Your readers
should also know that the or-
ganization which Mr. Watt
heads, the Mountain States Legal
Foundation, has been active in
a movement to deny lower “48"
Indians sovereignty on their own
reservations. His appointment is
being actively opposed by Indian
groups as well as by conserva-
tionists and consumer groups.

On December 23, the New

P of
was given by Wllllu'n
e, director of the Wilder-
ness ety who called him
“a joke™ and “a cnriuture of
an anti-conservationist.”

By this letter, I do not intend
to make judgements about Mr.
Watt; it is much too early for
that. 1 do however think that
people should realize that a very
new philosophy is coming to the
Interior Depemment and that

Watt
Tum

York Times ran an 1}
Mr. Reagan's ubmel cholces
which began with these words:
“First, the worst: James Watt
for Interior.” The editorial con-
tinued:

“The job of Secretary of the
Interior calls for the shrewd,”
sensitive balancing of the conser-
vation and protection of public
lands with the exploitation of
their natural resources.  To
nominate Mr. Watt is to ignore
balance and push the pendelum
heavily toward exploitation...
What is puzzleing about his

its

y

Mr. Watt, could have considera-
ble effects on the lives of Alas-
kan Natives.

People with further interest
in Mr. Watt's philosophy, es-
pecially regarding Native rights
may want to write to his legal
foundation. That foundation's
address is:

Mountain States Legal
Foundation
Denver, Colorado 80203

Sincerely,
David Hoﬂmln
Dee Olin
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