
Angapak , AFN Chairmanhairman Endorses WattWatt--

Nelson Angapak , AFN Chair-
man

ChairChair-¬.-
man , personally endorsedendoned James-

Watt
JamesJames-

WattWatt for the SecretarySeeretary of InIn-

terior
In-In-Int-

erior
¬-

terior ,. last weekyteekweek'
hiIn a preparedprepared-

statement
prepared-

statementstatement at 'thethethe nationnation'snations'. capitolapitol .
Nelson was thetheonlyonly AlaskanA1askanAlaskan-

toto10 testify at the confirmationconfumationconfirmation-
hearings

confumation-
hearingshearings in Washington and enen-
dorsed

en-en¬.-
dorseddoraed the confirmation of WattWatt-

personally
Watt-

personallypersonally , but saidaaid the AFN-

board
AFNAFN-

boardboard has not met to discusdiscuss the-

nomination
thethe-

nominationnomination .

supportfromNelson received the support
from the Committee ChairmanChairman-
James

Chairman-
JamesJames McClure , R-IdahoRIdahoR.ldahoRldaho-. ., whowho-

said
who-

saidsaid Congress mustmUit live up toto-

the
to-

thethe committmentscommittmentslt it has made .

Angapak also called on WattWatt-

to
Watt-

toto supportIUppon IncreasedlnerellSed funding toto-

convey
to-

conveyconvey land to AlaskaA1aska NativesNative.

and carryarry out the provisions ofof-

the
of-

thethe native claimsclabna settlementaettlement act .
""ItIt will be one of my highesthighest-

priorities
highest-

prioritiespriorities in the next year toto-

aee
to-

seeseeaee that your land is conveyed ,"
McClure saidaaid to Angapak .

Angapak also requested thatthat-

Watt
that-

WattWatt exempt from the federalfederal-

hiring
federal-

hiringhiring freeze the work on iin-

plementing
imuniin-iin¬.-

plementing the native landland-

clail1s

land-

claiptsclail1sclaiptsclaims} settlementsettelement act.. ""AlmostAlmost"Almost-
aa decade ago the Congress enact-

ed
enact-

ed
enactenact-¬-

ed the most ambitious transfertransfer-
of

transfer-
ofof public landslanda into .'.privateprivate'private.,.

ownershipownerahip in the history of ourour-

nation
our-

nationnation ," Angapak said ,. ""butbut"but-
that

"but-
thatthat program is now stalledstalled-

because
stalled-

becausebecause of inadaquate funding .
II"I-

IIndllnIndianIndlln groups had been con ¬.
cernedcernedaboutabout the nomination

but dropped their objectionsobjections-
Thursday

objections-
ThursdayThursday when Watt pledged to-

carry
toto-

carrycarry out governments responsi-

bilities
responsi-

bilities
responsiresponsi-¬-

bilities to native people ..

Kenneth E. Black , of the-

National
the-

National
the

National TribalTnoaJ Chairmen's-
Association

Chairmen'sChairmensChairmen's-
Association

'
Association was concemed-
about

concernedconcemedconcerned-
aboutabout Watt'sWatts' involvement withwith-

the
with-

thethe Mountain States Legal Foun-

dation's
FounFoun-¬.-

dation'sdations' casecue against IndianIndian-

w.ler
Indian-

waterwaterw.lerwler. rights . Indian groupsgroups-

dropped
groups-

droppeddropped their objectionsobJectns", when-

Watt
when-

Watt
when

Watt pledged to carry out the-

governments
the-

governments
the

governments trusttrUit responsibili-
ties

responsibiliresponSloiiresponsibili-! ¬.-
tieties. .

In other testimony , Utah Gov .

Scott Matheson , a Democrat and-

various
and-

various
and

various representativesrepreaentatives of vanous-
interest

variousvanousvarious-
interestinterest groups-includinggroupsincludinggroups.lnc1udlnggroupslnc1udlnggroups4ncluding.- Indian ,.
forestry , ofloil and gas sassocatlons-assocatlonsassociations-associations--

testified inm favor of Watt .

New Alaska Senator GOP-

Frank
GOPGOP-

FrankFrank MurkowskiMurkowskl attended nnear-
ly

nearnear-.-
lyIy allallofof the two-daytwodaytwOOay-- hearingshearings-

but
hearings-

butbut had asked few questions..
Saying that he did not want toto-

make
to-

makemake quickquickanswersanswers based on a-

quick
aa-

quickquickquickstudystudy ., WattWall wouldwouldnotnot beb-
espec

be-

specificspecificspecic on how the Intenor-
depanment

InteriorIntenorInterior-

departmentdepartmentdepanment would handle thethe-

millions
the-

millionsmillions of acres of Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-

federal
Alaska's-

federal
'

federal lands .

WaltWatt dodged questions fromfrom-

Sen
from-

SenSen MurkowskiMurkowsk.tMurkowsktMurkowsk.ton. on such ISSues-

as
issuesissues-

asas competitivecompelltlve leasing inm thethe-

National
the-

NationalNational Petroleum Reserve onon-

the
on-

thethe North Slope and subsIStence-

bowhead
subsistencesubsistence-

bowheadbowhead whale hunting byby-

EskJrnoes
by-

FskimoesEskJrnoesFskimoes_ i .

""II11willwill be giving a good bit of-

attention
ofof-

altenlJonattentionaltenlJon to Alaska .:,"' WaltWallWatt said
""II1) look forwforw-

about
forward to learning-

about
learnmglearninglearnmg-

aboutabout the act ( d-2d2- or ANSCANSCAA )

Alaska willwdl dominate a lot of mymy-

alien
my-

attention . .alienattentionlion in the limelunetime ahead4head "
WaltWait told MurkowsklMurkowski that hehe-

favors
he-

favorsfavors i consulting local govem-

before
govern-

ments
govem-govemgoverngovern--.

menlsments ; before oil011011andoilandand gas 1leaselease-

sales
lease-

sales
<

sales and pledged to workwork-

closely
wort.

closelycloselywithwithwithnatvewithnativenatvenative, groupsgroups-

larherEarlterlarher ., WallWatt hadhadmetmelmet with-

environmental
wtthwithwtth-

environmentalenvironmental groups for anan-

exchange
an-

exchangeexchange of VIewSnews After thethe-

meehng
the-

meetingmeehngmeeting Watt said the meetmgmeetingmeetmg-

was
meeting-

waswas producuveproductive ., but declined toto-

give
to-

givegive details .. The representative

from ftheftheSerrla"-"SerriaSerria-SerrlaSerrla Club , thethe-

Colorado
the-

ColoradoColorado Open SpaSpace Council-

and
CounctlCouncilCounctl-

andand the Audobon Society took-
no

tooktook-
nono stand against WattWalt butbut-

adopted
but-

adoptedadopted a wait andacid see altitudeallttudeattitudealtitude-

At

attitude-

AtAt one pomtpoint in their meeting .
Watt toldtoldenVlTonrnenlaltststoldenvironmentalistsenvironmentalistsenVlTonrnenlaltsts thaI-
urdess

thatthaIthat-
unless"urdessunless' energy is developed in anan-

i
an-

orderly
an-

orderlyorderly fasluonfashioni . Eastern politicalpoUllcapolitical-

interests
!

interestsmterests would force develop-
ment

developdevelop-develop-
ment

-¬-
ment inm a manner harmful to thethe-
Wesl

the-
WestWestWesl

WestWatt

WattWall said . """WeWe want the nght-

kmd
rightnghtright-

kindkmdkindkindofof delopmenldevelopment", to comecome-

over
come-

overover tunetimet ,. noinolnot the wrong kindkmd ofof-

development
of-

developmentdevelopment 10to come min aa-

COSIS

a-

crisisCOSIScrisis -" He said that Ihethe federalfederal-

government
federal-

governmentgovernment moves min a cnsJScrisiscnsJS-
with

crisis-
withwith theIhe foforce of a mealmeat ax ., notnot-

with
not-

withwnhwith the prprecISIon ofofaa sU'lsUlsurgeon'-
s

surgeon-
s

surgeon'sscapi-
e'!<'on'-
son- s

'on'sscapl-
e

,. _ _ .
'

scaplescapie
scapleAlthoughscapieAlthough

AlthoughAlthoug" WattWalt deSdescribes.TlbesTlbes<. huhu-

relary

him-
self

hunhim-him.-
self as an environmentalist ., concon-

servalton
con-

servationservaltonservation orgamzatlOnsorganizations disagree-
and

dlsagredisagree<
andandopposeoppose hIS nomnominationmal IOn for-

secretary
forfor-

secretarysecretary--relaryrelary of Ihethe mlenor-

Alaska

interior-

Alaska

mlenorinterior

Alaska SenalorSenator Frank Mur-
1

Mur-
kowski

Mur-Mur -.
1kowsklkowski' whoL

i took the oath ofof-

londay
of-

office
of-

officeoffice on londayMonday . January 5S .,

praisedpFalsed the selectionsrlectlOn of WanWattWatt-
and

Watt-
andand noted that no stateSlafe dealsdeals-
more

deals-
moremore withwtth the InteriorInfellor DepartDepall ¬.

ment than AlAlaska


