I;nmunization
Against Measles
Is Speeded Up

Village immunizations - a-
gainst measles and other dis-
eases have been speeded up,
after an outbreak of measles
in Buckland recently reached
epidemic proportions.

Fifty-five cases of measles
were ‘reported in the village,
which has apupul ation of 100. .
Buckland is . located ‘just
south of Kotzebue in North-
west Alaska.

Children, for the most part,
were affected in the epide-
mic,

“The epidemic there af-
fected practically every per-
son who was susceptible to
the disease,” said Dr. Lion=
el  Richardson, = Regional
Health Officer with the state
Department of Health.

“Only two cases of pneu~
monia resulting from measles
were flown in from Buckland
and detained at the Kotzebue
hospital. - These were later

(Continued on Page 7)



‘Measles ...
st (Continued from Pags 1) 0 -
dlschaxged as ' eompletely re-
covered.’" :
. The first: case of measles
In Buckland ‘showed up July
23, Richlm:lson suid nnd the

pmpomons by August 2. ",
“Dr. Dudley Weider of the
Alaska Native Health Service
‘Hospital ' at Kotzebue -and ‘a.
public < health. nurse * were
flown 'into Buckland h) give
vaunat.mns.

‘Measles :shots' had heen

given in'Buckland before, Ri-
- chardson ‘said, ‘but many of
the children - hed apparently
‘been missed. . The doctor-
nurse: . teain vmt the village
ot least thoee times. a: year
giving shots, he said. o

No: outhreaks of the Buck-
land intensity have started in
.any othervillages, Richardson
said, and none were expected
a8 the vacination program pro-

:cee
GA ntutewlde lmmmumion
“program is:under way._ after a
small. measles: outbreak  in
Anchorage’ resulted "in one
.case of dnngemus encephall-
tis.
. “Because: of '.he great need
“fo. bring all of the remote arc-
" tic.villages up to the desired
“level of immunization from
medsles,”” *Richardson said.
““The immanization program of
the state Department of Health
has ‘been accelerated nnd ine
tensified.” :

The last epidemic: of: mea-
sles in. Buckland was . in
1938, said Dr. Richardson.

In the sarly part of the cen-
biry’ vast epidemics of dis-
ensés almost wiped out Alas-

. ka's entue Esklmo and Indin_

;measlea, smallpox and ather
" diseases went through  vil-
“lages like plugues and kll!ed
“hundeds,.

+In’ some ‘places, | whole vil-
Tages were wiped put. 4
" Today. the Aldska Native
Health' service operates hos-
pitals in Barrow, Kotzebue;
:Bet.hel Tanana 'and Anchor-
age.. * Nurses ‘mnd  dogtors
make ‘regular trips fo' rémote
_villages.

‘Even: today, thmxgh critical
-d)_ort-siaﬁ’mg and: slim bud-
. gets in the state and federal
“health services keep the le-

vel.of health service to. vil-
“lagers at & bamly-auﬂiclent
level. %
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