Gravel Says Electricity Possible
Key to Village Development

_ Klectricity in Alaska’s vil-
lages—a possible key to de-
velopmént—could be provided
through a large Rural Elec-
trification Loan (REA) for
financing électrical generat-
ing piants in' small communi~

ties and villages of the state.

State House Spesker Mike
Gravel, campaigning against
Ralph Rivers. for the Demo-
cratic nomination to Congress
Aug. 23, this week pledged
himself to Alaska voters that
if sent to Washington he would
fight for approval of such an
REA loan.

Also this week, Gravel toid

the Tundra Times that unless -

something was done to ease
pressure on overcrowded high
-school facilities at the BIA’s
Mt. Edgecumbe High School,
in four or five years the num-
ber. of rural youths *“‘lost’”” to
society because of being de-
nied an education  would
cimb to between two and
three thousand.

“I would like to see the et
tablishment of a  stateyide
electrical co-op to' famish
electricity through REA fi-
nanced facilities to all com-
munities presently without
electricity,” Gravel said.

“Electricity ‘has ‘become
one of the necessities of
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