
GeraGerardrd told Alaska concerns

I

Assistant Secretary ofof-

the
of-

thethe Interior for IndianIndian-

Affairs
Indian-

AffairsAffairs Forrest Gerard left-

Alaska
leftleft-

AlaskaAlaska this week with a fullfull-

agenda

full-

agendaagenda of items of interestinterest-
toto Alaska Natives that hehe-

promised
he-

promisedpromised to look into imim-imim-

mediately
im-

mediately

¬-

mediately upon his returnreturn-
Washington

return-
WashingtonWashington .

And he said he was tata-tata-

king
ta-

king

¬-

king personal interest in rere-rere-

structuring
re-

structuring
¬-

,

structuring the Alaska ReRe-ReRe-

I

Re-

gional
Re-

gional

¬-

gional Office of the BureauBureau-

of
Bureau-

of
I

of Indian Affairs ( BIABlA ) .

We'reWere' committed toto-

trying
to-

trying
I-

We're
trying to make some chanchan-chan-

ges
chan-

ges

¬-

ges ,
" Gerard responded inin-

answer

in-

answeranswer to questions aboutabout-
proposed

about-
proposedproposed BIABlA reorganizareorganiza-reorganiza-
tion

reorganiza-
tion

¬-

tion .

Gerard was presentedprepresented-
with

<;entedented-

withwith a list of Alaska NativeNative-

concerns
Native-

concernsconcerns when he met withwith-

the
with-

thethe Board of Directors ofof-

the
of-

thethe Alaska Federation ofof-

Natives
of-

NativesNatives ( AFNA FN ) ata t a specialspecIal-

meeting
special-

meetingmeeting in111 Anchorage Aug .

17 .

PrimaryPnrnary on the listlI\tlItlIt-were

list-

were
\

were questions concerningconcernIng-
the

concerning-
thethe methods the Bureau ofof-

IndIan
of-

IndianIndian Affairs is using whenwhen-

it
when-

itit denies enrollment applicaapplica-applica-

tions
applica-

tions

¬-

tions for membership in11111-

1Alaska's

in-

Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' regional corporacorpora-corpora-
tions

corpora-
tions

¬-

tions .

Both Karl ArmstrongArmstrong-
ofof KomagKOllIagKoniag and Roy Huhn-HuhnlIuhn-lIuhnIluhn-IluhnHuhn-

dorf
lIuhn-

dorf
Iluhn-

dorf
-

dorf of the Cook Inlet ReRe-ReRe-

gional
Re-

gional
¬-

gional Association (C1RAClRALIRA )

complainedcomplall1ed thaithat many apap-apap-

plIcants
ap-

plicants

¬-

plicants were being turnedturned-
down

turned-
downdown for what appeared toto-

be

to-

bebe arbitrary and capriciouscapnCIOII\capnCIOIIcapnCIOI-

Irea.on
capricious-

reasons
\

reasonsrea.onreaon. <; .

ArmstrongArrl1 trong and llulm-llulmIluhn-Iluhnllulm-
dorf

Iluhn-

dorf
Iluhn-

dorf
-

dorf cited examplesexarnple\exarnpleexarnplewhere\ wherewhere-

See

where-

See( See GERRARD , page 12)12)
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HEAR ISSUES - AwrtantAslstantAssistant SoentarySecretMySecretary of thathe InteriorInt.mrIntmr. Forrest GerardGererd (right )

and hIs Alaska Assistant Irene"
i Rowan being introduced to AFN Board ofof-

tors

of-

Directors

of-

DirectorsDirectorstors . APIA President PetPat Pletnikoff is in right background .

,
.

hEGetiarde andd-'heard- 'hearshears-hearsANN:$,.- _AFNiissuesANN
,
E . .

f5suesf5suesl g!) :

, '°
.

" .
I
; : jI;; . : " " ffr'I'iiI! \r-'I'iiIr'I'iiIIiiI\ - ''''t| (continuedoetm( tintinued
. .

ed frontpagefrotnkpagef"J.tRPfJ.tRPfJtRP",. ge 3)33)-

one
) ',

,

oneoneonemembermembermember ofofofaTamilyatamilyal1i1y waswas-

allowed
was-

allowedallowed to be enrolledenrolled-enrolledbut,.- butbut-

another
but-

anotheranother member of his im-imun-unun-

mediate
imim-

mediate
¬-

mediate family might be dede-dede-

nied

de-

nied

¬-

nied enrollmentenroUment , eveneven-

though
even-

thoughthough they had the samesame-

parent
same-

parentparent.. And they bothboth-
complained

both-
complainedcomplained that there apap-apap-

peared
ap-

peared

¬-

peared to be no reasoningreasoning-

for
reasoning-

forfor such arbitrary decisions .

"HowHow" can a brother bebe-

in

be-

inin and his sister not ? " ArmArm-Arm-

strong
Arm-

strong
¬-

strong asked .

"ItIt" appears that somesome-

due
some-

duedue process is being denied "
Huhndorf added .

Jim Strickland , generalgeneral-
counsel

general-
counselcounsel for the ThirteenthrteenthTIrteenthC-
orporation

Thirteenth-
CorporationCorporation of Seattle , lent-

his
lentlent-

hishis support to ArmstrongArmstrong-
and

Armstrong-
andand Huhndorf , pointing outout-

that
out-

thatthat recently only 123 of
473 applications for enroll-
ment

enrollenroll-enroll-

ment
¬-

ment in his corporation

werewereapproved-approvedapproved.approvedapproved-. and theretherethere-

was

there-

waswaswasinsufficient-insufficientinsufficient-. reasoningreasoning-

behind
reasoning-

behindbehind
'-

the
t-

he'
the denialsaenias .

Huhndorff tdorf saidsaidthere-t- heret-here_-there --

was only a 30-day30day3O-day3O-- appealappeal-
period

appeal-
periodperiod allowed for such dede-dede-

nials

de-

nials

¬-

nials , and that withoutwithout-
knowing

without-
knowingknowing what the reasonreason-

for
reason-

forfor the denial was , it waswas-

difficult
was-

difficultdifficult to start the appealappeal-
process

appeal-

processprocess .

Armstrong asked thatthat-

Gerard
that-

GerardGerard take a direct interestinterest-
inin the problem and askedasked-

that
asked-

thatthat he see that there isis-

more

is-

moremore cooperation from BIABIA-

regional
BIA-

regionalregional attorneys .

'ThisThis"This'" is a genuine rere-rere-

quest
re-

quest

¬-

quest for compassion ," saidsaid-

Armstrong
said-

ArmstrongArmstrong .

Gerard also was askedasked-

about
asked-

aboutabout the lack of stipulastipula-stipula-
tions

stipula-
tions

¬-

tions for Native Hire on thethe-

permits
the-

permitspermits for the proposedproposed-
Alaska

proposed-
AlaskaAlaska Gasline project..

IreneIlene RowanRow nnhiS'

,. -hiShiShisspecial
-

his specialspecial-
assistantassistantaSSiStantspecialaSSiStant' for AlaskaAJaska affairs , ',

said Gerard'sGerards' officeoffice hasha-
sc

has-

continualycontinuallyccontinualyijim Qy)[
;.. ,, requestedrequ

_
'stst'

d'
;,:,. thatthatthat-

thee
that-

thesethesethee$ be put-inputinpputt.intin-. in .: .' SheShShit-point-ShitpointShitpoint-
ed

point'point'- ¬.-
ededi.butedibut,;'itmtitmt'.but that the 1i* major oiloil-

cotrtPaJ
oil-

copripaniescompaniescotrtPaJcotrtPaJescopripanieses are opposedop o ed ' toto-

such
to-

suchsuch provisionsprosionpro\pro\'sion $ 'onon' on thethe-

grounds
the-

groundsgrounds they drive up costsCOts$ .

"GiveGive" us a strong resore"so-re"soresoreso-re"s-

olution

reso-

lution

"

¬-
lution on this ," Gerard askask-askask-

ed
ask-

ed
¬-

ed .
'

Gerard promised alsoalso-

toto looklolookk into the proposedproposed-
closure

proposed-
closureclosure of the BIA fieldfield-

office
field-

officeoffice in SeattleSeattleandandnd-and'- thethe-

movement
the-

movementmovement of the services toto-

Portland
to-

PortlandPortland . Ray Paddock ofof-

Sealaska

of-

SealaskaSealaska said the SeattleSeattle-
Office

Seattle-
OfficeOffice provides a widewide-

variety
wide-

varietyvariety of services to per-perper-

sons
perper-per-

sons
¬-

sons from his region andand-

suggested
and-

suggestedsuggested that if the officeoffice-
isis closed , its functions bebe-

moved
be-

movedmoved to Everett , WashingWashing-Washing-

ton
Washing-

ton
¬-

ton , instead of to Portland .


