Subsistence protection urged
at monument hearings

Regulations governing the
operation of thc national monu-

portions of the proposed Park
Service Regulations that would
hibit the use of snow
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should be written.in such a way
that they have as little impact
as possible on the lives of sub-
sistence “users, a federal hearing
officer -was told in Anchorage
last week. /

Representatives  of the
Alaska Federation of Natives
(AFN), RuralCap, the NANA
Coeporation, and numerous
regional and local groups sup-
porting subsistence said general-
ly the proposed regulntions were

“good start,” particularly a
Nntlonal Park Servlce proposal
that “resident zones” be estab-
lished around the Park Service
Monuments. This would allow
persons whose permanent place
of ‘residence is in_the zone to
qualify as subsistence  users
who could hunt, trap, and fish
in those monuments without a
special permit.

However, representatives
of Native groups opposed those

machlnes in Park Service Monu-
ments “éxcept ‘in those areas
specifically approved for their
use. ' They: said the better
approach  would, ‘be" to 'allow
snow machines in the monu-
ments except for areas specifi-
cally prohlbiled

Ruml represenlaﬁven also
said the regulations give too
much power to individual monu-
ment superintendants.  Under
the proposed regulations, super-
intendants could close monu- '
ments  “temporarily” for a .
period of up to one year to sub-
sistence use without prior
notice, comment, or explana-
tion.



