On RATNET

Senate passes
bill to ban

alcohol ads

hy Alexandra J. McClanahan
Tundra Thmes pulbilisher

Alcohol advertisements would be
hanned from the Kurnl Aluskn Telewv-
sion Network under a bill passed Fri-
diy in the Alaska Sennte on a 13-6
vole, with one pot voting.

The bill, introduced by Sen. Johne
Hinkley, R-Bethel, would prohibit all
advertising of aleobol products on
RATNET, effective April 15, 1991,

The next step is consideration in the
House, where it will assigned 1o one
or more House committees before be-
ing siscussed by the full body. In the
Senate, the bill was passed carlier by
hath the Labor and Commerce Com:
mittee, s well a5 the Finance
Committee.

Virting against passage of the hill
Thursday were Sens. Al Adims, [
Kotzebue, Drue Pearce. R-
Anchorage, Mike Szymunskl, D
Anchorage, Jack Coghill, R-Nenana,
Lloyd Jones, R-Ketchikan, and Tim
Kelly, R-Anchorage. Not voting wias
sen. Bettve Fahreokamp, D-
Fairbanks.

Binkley saud that the bill is needed
because having sdvertisements for
alcoholic products on a state-
spomsied mrwlmm network semds the
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wiong message W rural Alusky, where
many villiges have voled o restrict o
ban alcoholic produgts,

“For me, |eh that s a comtradic-
tron, " he said,

The bill has been critcized in some
quarters because people have said they
fear they won't be allowed to watch
programoing they really enjoy, such
as Kports events.

1 don’tanticipate it will elimmate
those programs, " Binkley wid. He
noted that his reason for setting the el-
lechive dite oy o vedr [rom now was
o gvve oy tme o negotate with
o nelworks and advertisers

Binkley suid he will uppeal to their

« Bill would ban alcohol ads|

Vmoral comscience” und sttempt to
show them i7s not in their best interest
0 promole consumplion and sale of
alcohol in rural Alaska

Also, he sid of the negotistionm are
suceessful, the bill would huve the sd-
viamage of allowing local adver-
fisements (o be nsernd i the ng-
tonal programming,

Il the negotintions Lul, however,
Binkley suid the one yeuar period will
also allow  for continuanion of
programmang

I we e not successful, then we'd
have the opportumity 1o change the
faw.”" he spid. “Passing this law
makes o posilive statement and puts
presksure on us o get ol done
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