U.S.-Soviet fish pact is a giant step

by Sen. Johne Hinkley

Tar the Tumdvs §emes

JUNEAL Phere's o guesiion
thut the wirnung ol relatons between
the Sowvpet Limom and the Unied Stanes
o Benehitig our country  and
wirrld s a0 whole

And Us e e see That we n
Addskn v stind o giin spediiin
benefits, ms well, From this new el
virship Wt our Borener sibversany

b anchdntaown o (e obvbomas teavel amd
e opportamities o e Sove Llmon
that Adoska busmesses e m a prme
pEsation by ke adviontage of, thitre s
d bramd  new  agrecoient o withy  thy
Sovicts thal tepresents totlang less
tham o gaant step forward Tor Dshenes
v rvabion i the North Paciti

Fhe dgreenient, reached alter L
diys of talks between LTS amd Soviet
odfionls o Washimgton, 120, recem
Iy, showld resull w o the rebaddimg ol
North Pacihie salimon and  steel el
sl los thait Fusve beten serioisly Tt Iy
bisth lepa] and illegal fistung on the
Ingh ses

Even better, o s very Tikely that this
agrecment will lead w othe
cioprerative imanbgement etlorts with
the Soviers o rebold gnd  profect
(eellock stowdks n the Cenrrdl Bering
Sea — Ahe aren bistween the LS, and
Soviel 20 mile eones relerted o s

the Donur Hole. ™

The compmttee that wepgotimted this
agreeinenl, or convention, is the LS
LSSK Interpovernmental Consultative
Commuitee on Fishenes. | sit on the
cormmittes as an olficul adviser from
Adaska, and although | was unable to
atiend thas Intest meeting, Sandra Bor
bridge of my stall represented e o
wome of the commattee’s Tinal work
SRS,

Fhe dreall convenion they approvisd
will pest be presented 1 the govern
penls ol Japan amd Canada, and the
cunmniiee members hope o hold their
et meeting onoibas aarly as May ol
thus yewr

After one or both of those two coun
iries emdorses i, the agreement would
become an official treaty and would
redquire funther approval by the U.§
Senate. (Japan, which has been (hing
on the high seas for many years undes
separate agreements with the countnes
the hish ongmate Trom — the Lnied
States, USSK and Cannda — may well
appose the agreement )

Here are the key poants of the pact

*§i redlects the strong fecling of the
iwo countries that such wking ol

salmon and steethesd on the high seas
is irratonal amd wastelul

eAccordimgly. o would  prohibis
fshing tor — and the incidemal wk
ng oF — salmon and steelbead on the
high seds, eacept s specilically agreed
We by the LOC members

The state — and
Western Alaska in
particular — owe
Sparck a great debt
of gratitude for
recognizing long
ago that we needed
to work closely with
the Soviet Union. . .

*lt includes sigmficant enforcemen
proviswims Tor unmithonzed harvesis
o the high seus

ol creates o more comprehensive
LCONTLSET W IEDIL e e 'I!'|i.lli! 1|‘|['r.hi|.‘ Ly
rently in place

AN i separnie issue, the commines
members devoted o for winount of
chiseussion to the unregulated harves)
of pollock i the Donut Hole of the
Bering Sea. The members expressed
great concern over the ongoing im
pacts on stocks m this area and began
preliminary discussion about what pro
vistons might be included in g future
agreement aimed s bringing these
lisheries under control,

Members also discussed their con

cerns over high seas fishing in gencral

i the demge caused 1o sed binds aind
rarine meanmals by the continued use
of deilt nets cuiming o tens of onles
mn lengih

All in wll, I'd have 1o agree with
Sen. Ted Stevens, K-Alaskn, who
called thas new agréement with the
Soviets “Ustrong, strong silf, "

Huving partacipated directly os un
adviser i the previons three commait
tei mectings on these issucs dmnd on
deilt net negotistions, | have
undersioon] the cnibical need w reach
a better understanding with the Soviets
o Tishery conservation i the North
Pacific

This perectment s o sipgn we re well
on the way to repchang that unider
stancling, and it's grotifying 1 see thai
copmtries where salmion and sieelhead
ariginate are ol last going b be able
o pliy a larger role in assuning thal
thewr fish stocks are protected

In chivng | want (o pay tnbute o
Hurold Sparck of Bethel for the role
he has pluyed in bringing Amerncans

and Sowviety together on thas
upreement

Phe state — und Western Alaska in
particulne — owe Sparck o great debt

of grantude for recognizmg long ago
that we necded 10 work closely with
the Soviet Llmon if we were ever 1o
improve our flishery conservation ¢f
(oris m the North Pacific.

Sparck has worked nrelessly on this
issue for the past seven years, and s
cfforns were not always apprecinted by
those in the internutional fisheries
commumity, But his persistience helped
us keep up the momentum, and he
ought 1o ke a great deal of pride in
seeing his efforts finnlly pay off ina
new agreement between countries thal
had been at odds on just about every
imsue for the previous 45 years



