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death

violent-
death

violent-
deathdeath raterate-
iit

rate-
in

rate-
iniitin AlaskaAlaskaUn-

likeUnlike other Americans ,
Alaskans usuallysully die violentviolent-
deaths

violent-
deathsbehaviorallybaseddeaths whichwhichareare behaviorally

'" 'based .

TheseTh se are the findings of aa-

study
a-

studystudy by Dr . R . F . Kraus of thethe-
PsychQlogy

the-
PsychplogyPsychologyPsychQlogyPsychplogy and BehavioralBehavioral-
Science

Behavioral-
ScienceScience Department of thethe-
WAMI

the-
WAMFWAMIWAMF'! program (Washington ,

Alaska ,] Montana , Idaho medicalmedical-
school

medical-
schoolschool program ) , and Dr . PatriPatri-Patri-
cia

Patri-
cia

¬-

cia BufflerBuffier , formerly withwith-
AMU's

with-
AMU'sAMU'sAMUs' HealthlIealth Sciences Center .

Their 25-year25year- samplemple resultsresults-
were

results-
werewere presented by Kraus onon-

Friday
on-

FridayFriday , Aug'Aug', . 6 , at a final sesses-sesses-

sion
ses-

sion
¬-

sion of theth 27th Annual AlaskaAlaska-

'ScienceScience'Science.' Conference focusing onon-

SocioCultural
on-

SocioCulturalSocio-CulturalSocioCultural--- Impacts : CulturalCultural-

Resources
Cultural-

ResourcesResources , Health and ComCom-Com-

munications
Com-

munications
¬-

munications .

Stating that he has beenbeen-

interested
been-

interestedinterested in cross-culturalcrosscultural-- bebe-beb-
eh

be-

vioral
be-

havioral
¬-

havioralhvioral research specifically inin-

the
in-

thethe "' area of deviant behaviorbehavior-
and

behavior-
andand violentviolen't' death where rapidrapid-
change

rapid-
changechange is occuring , Kraus alsoalso-

said
also-

said, said his findingsfmdings surprised him Iw
.

,, by showing that of the fourfour-

major
four-

majormajor native populations in thethe-
state

\

state , the Athabascans rank 11-

above
II-

ababoveab ve all others in number of II-

violent

i-

violentviolent deaths . '

Using statistics provided byby-

the
:

the State Bureau of Vital StatisStatis-StatislStatis-
tics

Statis-
tics

¬- l

tics fromrcom 1950 to 1974 ,. KrausKraus-
and

Kraus-
andand BufflerBuffier definedefin violent deathsdeaths-
asas those due to suicide , homihomi-homi-
Bide

¬.- ,

cidetideBide , accidents and alcohol andandiand-
say

i

say that they define alcoholalcoho ,
'

deaths conservatively ., ' TheirTheTheir-
figures

r' \

figures do not reflect deathsdeaths-

that
deaths-

thatthat .areare. are "alcohol-related"alcoholalcoholrelated"alcohol-re1atedre1ated" - ," butbutt-

l1
but-

thoseth6sethattl1tl1sethosese_ that areIJre directly attri-attriattnattri-
Continued

attri-
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butable totD alcohol (acute alcoaIeoalco-alco-

holism
¬.-

holism , DTs , alcohol poisoning ,

etc . ) . Deaths due tot6 mentalmental-

illness
mental-

illnessillness are also classifiedclasstfedclasstf ed asas-

violent
as-

violentviolent although that categorycategory-

docs
category-

doesdoesdocs not figurefgure into the findingsffindings-

because
ndingsndings-

becausebecause of the difficultydlftcultydlftculty ofof-

getting
of-

gettinggetting those statistics and lackiackiack-

of
lack-

ofof systetnati/ationsystetnatiationsystematllationsystematisation/ .

Saying that there is a wholewhwhewh-

matrix
whole-

matrix

] e

matrix of psychological ,, socialsocial-

and
social-

andandandculturalcultural factors that under-underunder-
lie

under-
lie

under-
lie

- '

lie their findings , Kraus reportsreports-
that

reports-
thatthat for natives and non-nativesnonnatives- ,

chronic causes of death ( heartheart-

disease
heart-

diseasedisease , cancer , etc . ) is lowerlower-

than
lower-

thanthan 'thethe', nationalnillionalnillionalaveragenationalaverageaverage and isI-
Sremaining

is-

remainingremaining at about the Samesame-
level

'

levellevel.. However , violent deathsdeaths-
for

deaths-
for

'
for both groups are muchmuch-
higherhigher than the nationalnationalallall-allall-

races
all-

races
all-

races
-

races patternpat tern and arearc rapidlyrapidly-
increasingincreasingncreasing .

Within the native populationpopulatIon-
overover the 2525year25-year25year-yearyear- period , infecinfec-infec-
tious

infec-
tious

¬-

tious diseases have gone downdown-
markedly

down-
markedlymarkedly due to better healthheaith

care . Violence used to accountaccount-
for

account-
forfor the smallest numberumbern ofof-

Alaskan
of-

AlaskanAlaskan deaths . Today it isis-

responsible
is-

responsibleresponsible for 32 per centcencent-
of

tt-

ofof Alaskan mortality which isI-

SatYPical

is-

atypicalatypicalatYPicalofof thethc American patpat-patpat-
tern

pat-
tern

¬-

tern .

Since 1950] tJ50 , the divergencedivergence-

Inin death , by suicide betweenbetween-
the

between-
thethe nativfcnativenativ and non-nativenonnative- popupopu-popu-
lation

popu-
lation

¬-

lation has1has quadrupled andandnativenativenative-
sUicides

native-
suicidessuicides arearc now three timestimes-

more
times-

moremore frecfuentfrequent than the nationalnational-
average

national-
averageaverage . The non-nativenonnativenoo-natlvenoonatlve- rate ofof-

death

of-

deathdeath causedcauled! byhy accidents hashas-

also
has-

alsoalso decreaseddecreilsed while native acciacclacci-acci-

dental
¬.-

dental deaihsdeaths havehavc increasedincreased-

Native

increaincreased-

Native

<;eded-
II
.

Native femalefematcfemale/ deaths due toto-

suicide
to-

suicidesuicide have rapidly outout-outout-

numbered
out-

numbered
¬-

. numbered male suicidessUlcjdc\sUlcjdcsUlcjdcKrau\ . KrausKrauKraus-

attributes
<;

'

attributesattrlbules Ithis: thIs to changesc- 'hangesc-hanges in11111-

1lIving

in-

livingliving areasareaarealarealfront,
fromfront relativelyrelattvely safesalesale-

villages
safe-

villagesvillages to high-riskhighrisk- urban areas .

InJ n terms of each of thethe-

four
the-

fourfour majormajornativenativenative groups , Tlmgit-TlmgitTlmgltTlingit-TlingitTlmgit-

HaidaTsimpsian
Tlingit-

I

-.

Haida-TsimpsianHaidaTsimpsianlIalda-TsimpsianlIaldaI laid a-TsimpsianaTsimpsian- , AthabascanAthapascan .,

Northern Eskimo , and SouthSouth- ¬-

western . EskimoEsknno , general trendstrcnJtrends-
showshow that homicidehOIlJllde(; is decreasuccreadecreas-decreas-

ing

<; ¬.-

ingmg inmto southeastsoulheast AlaskaAla <; ka whilewhile-

alcohol
while-

alcoholalcohol deathsdeath therether areMe thethe-

highest
the-

highesthighest in the statestate-
With

stastate-
With

tete-

WIthWith AthabascansAlhabJ am leadinglcadln ! inIIIIII-

aJl

in-

allallaJl other causes otof violentvtlcnt]) deathoeathoeath-

orthcrn
,

Northern\orthcrnorthcrn\: Eskimosbkm10s usually arelrclrc-
seLOnd

are-

second
<

secondseLOnd , riingit-llaidd-'lsiinpshianriingitllaidd'lsiinpshianlsiinpshianflingitIlaidaIsunpshtanrJingttflingit-IlaidaflingitIlaida.lIaloJ.1lIaloJ.1lIaloJ1-. .lIaloJ.1llI1p-. -IsunpshtanIsunpshtan'-Isunpshtan-
third

\llI1pllI1p\ llIanllIan-

thudthirdthud , and SouthwesternSoulhwe\ternSoulhwetern\ 1-skimo1skimohktrnqI-skintoIskintohktrnq-
fourth

Iskinto-
fourth

-

fourth . Because the Aleut popupopu-popu-
latIon

popu-
lation

¬-

lation is so smallsmaJl , KrausKrall'> preferspreterprefer',
not to useu e those statisticsstatl tlCS as.11.as-

significant
<;

significantsignlficanl comparablecom para hie datadaladata-
He

dala-

lIe
data-

IleHelIeIle feels that the accidentaaccident-

rate
CldentCldent-

raterate is going up sharply lorforfoorfor-

natlve

foo-

rnativesnativesnatlve due to alcohol , and thatthat-

the
that-

thethe influence of
"' alcoholalcoholon, on thethe-

other
the-

otherother causescau cs ofofviolentviolent deathdeathI-

Sis pervasive althoughalthoughualthoughusuallyusuallyuusually-

difficult
<; uallyually-

difficultdifficult to pinpoint ..

One can only speculate onon-

reasons
on-

reasonsreasons why theIhe AthabascansAthabascamAthahascansAthabascam-
lead

Athahascans-
leadlead the native groups in111to vioVIO-VIOVI-
Olent

vio-

lent
¬-

lent deaths , says<;ays KruusKrausKruu . Helielie-

guc
lie-

guessesguessesguc <; es it has somethingol11ethlng<; toto-

do
to-

dodo with heavy aculturationaClllturation, andand-

Continued

and-

tContlnued

and-

ContinuedContinuedtContlnued( on Page 6)6)
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(Continued from Page 5)55-
)exploitation

5-
)exploitation

5-
)exploitation

)

exploitation of the InteriorInterimInterior : byby-

white
by-

whitewhite miners fromfmm 1890 pnqnsin . HeHe-

also
He-

alsoalso cites the harshness ofof'theoftheof'thec-
limate

of'thec-
limate

'thethe'

climate , the fact that thethe'Atha-the'AthatheAthathe'Atha-
bascans

'AthaAtha'Atha-'Atha-

I

'Atha-
Dascans

'

¬- ,.

I

bascansDascans are a highlyhigWy disperseddispersed-
people

dispersed-
peoplepeople lacking organizedorgani'ledorganiled' socialsocial-
structure

social-
structurestructure , and the fact the viovio-vio-

lent
vio-

lent
¬-

lent deaths are mainly a vilvil-vilvil-

lage
vil-

lage
¬-

lage phenomenonphenomeno! related to thethe-

high, high number ofofvillagesvillages in thethe-

Interior
.'

\ Interior . ,
IIAlthoughAlthough non-nativenonnativeJ1on-nativeJ1on- suicidesuicide-

is;; 1siss decreasing overall , suicidesuicide-

among
suisuicide-

among
ideidea-

mongamong the non-nativenonnative- youngy upg isis-

rising.'. rising mainlytI1ainly: due to drugsdrugsRdrugsRand
'

andand-

transience':
. transiencetransience . An increase in sui-suisui-
1

sui-

cide
sui-

cide
-

1. cide among native youth is alsoalso-

occuring
also'occu-

r

also-

occuring
'-

occur
o- ccur'

occuringng althoughalth ug1l it . does 'notnot'

', appear to be drug related *.,
,:

RespprtdingRespCndingResponding? to the suggestionsuggestion-
that

suggestion-
thatthat highhigli violent deathdeat ., ratesrarates-

in
eses-

inin AlaskaAlask for natives may-

'point
may ,

'pointpoint' Outut only that non-nativesnonnativesnonnatives-
are

-

are used totq being able to fleeflee-

'the

flee-

thethe'the' state under stress , KrausKraus-
smiled

Kraus-
smiledsmiled and reminded the groupgroup-

that
group-

thatthat Alaska was supposed to bebe-

"an
be-

"an"anan" escape hatch ."


