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acksoncksdn releases COn den R Dicbalmialm
senator henry M jackson

dwashD wash chairman of the sen-
ite

sen-
te interior and insular affairs
committee this week released
twowo reports on the alaska native
land claims issue

the claims of alaska natives

to the resources and the land of
alaska have been the source of
conflict between the state of
alaska the natives and the
federal government for a num-
ber of years

during the recent senate hear

ingsing bonn the nomination oripovoriaovof gov-
ernor hickel to be secretary of
the interior Ssenator jackson
received secretary Hicbickelshickefshickelskels assur-
ances that the current land
freeze in alaska would not be
disturbed ununtiltilI1 congress had an

opportunity to resolve the6e issue
the first rreportepbrf released this

week is a confidential report
recommendingrecombrecomm 6 riding proposed terms
for a legislative settlement of the
alaska native land clclaimsaims con-
troversytroversy

N

the secondepornstneavilysecon is a
documented and thoroughthoro6gh 565
page stustudydy which bringstogethbrbrings together

11allll rel6lrelevantcant jnformanfonnationtion on the
land claims

T

iissuessuechee4hethe social and
economiceconomieconomeeconomi c conditionconaitiondition of0f ththee alas
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sensen jacksonJa s
continued from page 1

ka native the resources of alas-
ka and the alternatives which
might be followed in arriving at
a settlement acceptable to all of
the parties involved

jackson had requested the
federal field committee for de-
velopment planning in alaska to
prepare both of these reports
following field hearings on the
alaska native land claims issue
in anchorage alaska in febru-
ary 1968

the senator said that he was
releasing the federal field com-

mitteesmit tees confidential report on
legislative recommendations be-
cause I1 feel that it is essential
that the bureau of the budget
the department of the interior
the state of alaska and the
alaska natives have an oppor-
tunity to carefully review the
field committees proposed set-
tlementclementtlement before bills are intro-
duced and before the parties
involved become locked into set
positions

in releasing the reports the
chairman of the senate interior
committee expressed high praise
for its authors and hailed the
field committees acceptance
and completion of the assign-
ment as a trail breaker in exec-
utive branch service to a legisla-
tive committee

the alaska based interagency
committee is headed by rhodes
scholar joseph H fitzgerald
who directed his staff of four
research analysts and staffers
from member agencies in con-
ducting the study and preparing
the reports

the dimensions of the analy-
sis alone make this a unique
contribution to congressional de-
cision making jackson said

but in addition it is an inter-
agency product the result of
the combined efforts of the prin
cipalfederalcipal federal agencies in alaska
he said

and finally he emphasiz-
ed it is the work of the field
we don t know all we need to
know here in washington about
alaska so we turned to alaska
for what we needed

the senator said that it was
his judgment that a very im-
portant precedent was establish-
ed as a result of the field com-
mitteesmit tees reports too often he
said the congress acts on com-
plex issues such as this without
demanding that the executive
branch develop and analyze all
pertinent information

in this case however con
gress acting through the senate
interior committee has acted
on its own initiative to see that
the best minds available were put
to work to develop and analyze
the relevant information and to
make their recommendations dir-
ectly to the congress

the committees analysis
jackson said stresses that con-
sideration of claims legislation
should be seen by congress not

only as a means of settling the
legal claims but also as an oppor-
tunity to provide a foundation
for social and economic advance-
ment of alaska eskimos indians
and aleutsaleuns most of whom ac-
cording to the study live under
poorer circumstances than any
other americans

jackson characterized the
committees study as the most
comprehensive portrayal of the
native people the land and the
resources of alaska ever assem-
bled in addition to serving the
needs of his committee for fact-
ual information relating to na-
tive land claims jackson said
it would be highly useful to the

congress and executive agencies
in other matters affecting alaska
such as the recently discovered
oil deposits on the arctic north
slope

the senator stated that he
was very concerned that aregisa4egisa legis-
lative settlement of the native
land claims problem should not
result in a repetition of some of
the problems which have been
experienced by the american
indians in the lower 48 states

he said that a fair and gener-
ous settlement is required but
there must be provisions in the
legislation which will insure that
the native peoples of alaska get
the full and continuing benefits
of the settlement and that they
be given a full and fair oppor-
tunity to attain quality lives for
themselves and for their child-
ren

jackson said that he will
allow the department of the
interior the alaska native lead-
ers and the state of alaska a
reasonable period of time to
reveiwreveil both reports and to pre-
pare legislation for introduc-
tion he said he hoped that

the concerned parties will work
together and agree upon a bill
which will reduce areas of dis-
agreement

if a reasonable agreement is
not reached prior to the sched-
uling of hearings the senator
said that he would introduce a
bill incorporating the federal
field committees recommenda-
tions so that the senate interior
committee could consider the
measure together with any others
which might be introduced

jackson said that his release
of the federal field committees
confidential recommendations
for the terms of a legislative
settlement did not constitute an
endorsement

it is clear however he said
that46that these recommendations are

based on a very thorough study
and they cannot be dismissed
lightly subsequent events may
require change and it is possible
that all of the parties involved
may endorse and support the
terms 0 of settlement which are
different than those recommend-
ed by the field committee


