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IBoardIAlaska School Board-
Presidents

BoardBoard-
PresidentllPresidentsPresidentll are generally satisfiedsatisfied-
with

satisfied-
withwith the ability of small high-

schools
highhigh-

schoolsschools to10 provide for basic-

academic
bUlc-

academic
basicbUlc

academic needs of rural youth ,

according to a study revealed this-

week
thisthis-

weekweek by the Association of-

Alaska
ofof-

AlaskAlaskaAlask. School Boards (AASB ) ..

, Conducted by the Institute ofof-
I3I Social and Economic Researchesearch at-

the
al-

I

al-

the
atal

the University of Alaska in-

Cooperation
In-

Cooperation
in

I Cooperation with the AIIIOCiltlo-
nI

AIIIOCiltlo-
nof

Association-
of

AssociationAIIIOCiltlon!
of Alaska School BoardsBoard , the-

study
thethe-

study
I

study examineeexamineseumine school board-

presidents
boardboard-

presidentspresidents '' attitudes towardtoward-
I

toward-
llI Alaska'sAlaskasAlaskaAlasb '*, rural high schools .. Most-

board
MostMost-

II board presidents have personal-
knowledge

perllOna-
iknowledge

personalperllOnai
knowledge of both the boarding-
school

boardingboarding-
schoolschool and village high school-

situation
schoolschool-

situationsituation andandmostmost have lived Inin-

both

in-

bothboth ruralruraliindand urban settingssellings .

"""TheThe urban skeptic looksloob at the-

small
thethe-

IiI smallmaIl high school and says:: ''This-
thing

''ThisThis'This-

thingthing can'tcant' work .. It'sIts''' not a real-

school
realreslresl-

school
IButIschoolschool/schoolschoolconcludes,/''rr"concludes'rconcludes' the study .. But-

"board
ButBut-

'board
But-

tt""boardboard'board' presidents see the villagevillageII highvillagehighschool not asU the whole of-

rural
ofof-

I

of-

rural
I

rural students *' education , butbw as

its center . ".

Thirty-oneThirtyone- of the 35 schoolschool-

board
school-

boardboard presidents who have smail-

high
smallsmailsmall-

highhigh Schools In their districts-
were

districtsdistricts-
werewere interviewed In the study and
74 percent favor having small-

high
smallsmall-

highhigh schools In the communitiescommunities-
inin their districts ,, Only about aa-

third
a-

thirdthird supported reopening Mt ..

Edgecumbe ,, withwithmostmost prefening-
other

preferringprefeningpreferring-
otherother options for strengthening-
rural

strengtheningstrengthening-
ruralrural education , IncludingIncludmg mini-

courses
mini-

courses
mini-mini-.

courses , traveling teachers ,, short-

term
short-shortshort-

term
-.

termtenn boarding programs forfor-

special
for-

specialspecial purposes , and , if-

necessary
IfIf-

necessarynecessary a regional boarding-
program

boardingboarding-
programprogram .

But school board presidentspresidentll are-

not
are-

not
oreare

not satisfied with the capacity ofof-

small
of-

smallsmall highJligh schools to prepare-
students

prepareprepare-
studentsstudents for the academic and-

emotional
andand-

emotionalemotional demands of college and-

to
andand-

toto prepare them to deal with dif-

ferent
difdif-.¬-

ferent kinds of culturalultural and socialsocial-

situations
social-

situationssituations.. The imallsmailsmall high schoolschool-

needs
school-

needsneeds that school board preflldenll-

lhear
presidentspreflldenlllpresidents-

hearhear most about from their con-con-.

tituentstilUents are : I1)1) more variety in-

ouraes
In-

auraes
in

oursesauraesouraes ;;, 2)2)) more extracurriculare&tracurrlcularetracurrlcularextracurricular-
ctivities

e&tracurrlcular-
ctlvltics

&

ctivitlesctlvlticsctivities ; 3)3) better facilities ; andand-

more) more Vocational education ..

On balance ,, village high-

hoola
highhigh-

hoolsschoolshoolshoola are good because they-

allow
theythey-

allowallow young people to10 grow upup-

With

up-

withWith their families ; students-

receive
studentsstudents-

receivereceive more personal attention-

and
attentionattention-

andand intensive tutoring from-

teachers
fromfrom-

teachersteachers ,, while the scale of local-

education
locallocal-

educationeducation provides more chance-

to

chancechance-

toto participate in sports and mamax-

imize
maxmax-& ¬.-

imizeImlze personal use of schoolschool-

facilities

school-

facilitiesfacilities ,,. According to the study ,,

Alaska school board presidentspresidents-
seesee the Ideal village high school-

as
schoolschool-

asas a hub with roads stretched outout-

soso110 that educational resourcesreIIOurces maymay-

enter
may-

enterenter and students may leave forfor-

special
for-

specialspecial needs ; not as a,awhole,,whole ofof-

rural
of-

ruralrural students '' education but as it-

center
ItIt-

centercenter ..

Researchers for the study in-

cluded
In-

cluded
inIn-In¬-

cluded Dr . Judith KlcinfeldKleinfeld ,, G ..

Williamson McDiarmidMcDlarmid andand-

Sharon
and-

haron$Sharonharon Young ..


