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$flOwmaChinesSnovymachinesmachines don'tdont' last long19n9
.

i
I

by Mike Rostad-
Maxie

RostadRostad-
Maxie

Rostad-
MaxieMaxie Isaachaac and $Simeonimeon-

Chunak
ImeonImeon-

ChunakChunak live in places wwhereere dog-
sledding

dog-

Ileddillg
dog

sleddingIleddillg waswu once the only way-

tq
way-

tQ

way
19tQ travel .. But1M the young men say-

emergence !laY-

emersence
saylaY

emergenceemersenceemersenceIemersenceof,tI of snow machines-
replaced

machinesmachines-
replacedreplaced dogdoS sleddingsleddlns ., HowevHoweverHowevdrr ,,

they happilyappUy report thatlhat dojdotdog tearhstearhs-

are
teamstearl1stearl1-

sareare definitely not aq",
thing of the-

past
thethe-

pastpast ..

The men are studentssludents at St .

Herman'sHermansUerma'hUermahIIermari'sIIermaris' 'a Orthodox Seminary In-

Kodiak
In-

Kodiak
in

Kodiak ,

Says Maxie , who lives In the-

commlnlty
the-

community
the

communitycomm\lnltycommlnlty\ of Marshall , roughlyrouShly
80 miles north of Bethel ,, ""I-

became
"II"I-

becamebecame interested in dogsdoss when-

I
when

I realized snow machines don't-
last

don't-
last

don'idonidon'tdont'
last thatlhat longIons .. With dogsdoss , you-

don't
youyou-

don'tdon'tdont' have to send away for )'parts'IIrtsIIrts ,.,

AllAliIdoSfeedI have to worry about is dog-

feed
dogdoS

feed . "
Although dog sledding for-

Maxie
forfor-

MaxieMaxie and his friend , Simeon , of-

New
of '

New Stuyahok ,, is often a. sport ,,
they !saylaY it serves a practical-
purpose

practicalpractical-
purposepurpose .

Dogs provide transportationtransportation0\to-

trap
to\000-

traptrap lineshnes , hunting and fishing-

grounds
fishing-

grounds
fishing

grounds , and nelneighborsneighborshbors ,, near and-
far

and-
far

and
I /far1far ,.

Maxie recalls traveling (10too Rus-

sian
Rus-RusRus-

sian
RusRus--¬-

sian Mission ,." The sky was clear-
when

clearclear-
whenwhen he stopped at a mud houhoUshousehouse-
along

$
alongalons !thel1e river to spend the night .

The next morning hdhe! looked out-

the
outout-

thethe window ., "'""ItIt''ItIt was all white . I-

could
II-

couldcouldcouldlatdly/hardly/latdlylatdly see anything .,. The-

wind
TheThe-

windWind was blowing against the-

direction
thethe-

directiondirection I was goingsoms to be travel ¬.
inginS in . "'

It was slow travelingtravehns to his-

destination
hishis-

destinationdestination .. ""II was fightingfightmg the-

winds
thethe-

Imds\winds\\ImdsImds .,. The dogsdoss wanted to turn-

around
turnturn-

aroundaround .. Snow would build up on-

their
onon-

theirtheir faces and 'I'dId'' have to stop-

and
stopstop-

andandwipeand wipe thpthe snow off. "
He continues ,

"'""WhenWhen'When' they get-

to
getget-

toto thqthe point where they'retheyre'' really-

sad
reallyreally-

sadsad ancandnd) tired out ,, I run ahead of-

them
ofof-

themthem and clap myItly hands to10 cheer-
them

cheercheer-

themthem up.. I make it sound like-

things
hke-

things
likehke

things will get betterbetter.1better1. "'
[Inn spring , when Maxie'sMaxies' fanfami-

ly
famifami--¬-

ly goes to the trappingtrappmg and fishing-

grounds
fishingfishing-

groundsgrounds ,, the suppliessupphes , including-
the

Includmg-
the

includingIncludmg
the skiffs ,, are loaded onto the-

sled
thethe-

sledsled ,. pulled by the dog team-
Someone

leam-
Someone

teamleam
Someone goes ahead of the com-com -.

left to right , Simeon CChunakunak and Maxie Isaac near Kodiak .

Photo by Mike Rostad

pany , with spear In hand ,, pokingpoking-
Itit into (thehe ice to make suresllre the-

layer
thethe-

layerlayer is solid enough to travelontravel on .,

When it gets slushy and Itit'ditd' , too-

hard
tootoo-

hardhard torfor thetlte dogslIogs to tug (thehe sled,,

the sled is put )onIn the skiff, whichwhich-
Is

which-
isis also pulled by the animalsallimais .

The <Huskiesuskles Maxie and Si-

meon
Si-SiSi ¬.-

meonshapeforworkworIl with are kept in shape
for sledaled races ., AlthoughAltltough the men-

haven't
menmen-

haven'thhven'thhventhaven'thavent' participated in the-

Iditorad
thethe-

IdiloradIditoradIdilorad race yet , they'vetheyve' mush-

bd
mushl-

ed
mush-mush-.

ledbdd their teams on some pretty-
rough

prettypretty-
roughrough trails , doing all they could-
tO

couldcould-
totbto reach the finish lineUnelane first .,

Simeon ,, who raised",raisedIsed dogs since-

be
sincesince-

behebe was six ,, fared well when he-

entered
hehe-

enleredenteredenlered the New StuyahokSlIIyabok minimini-
carnival

mini-mini.-.
carnival junior race In 1978 ., He-

came
HeHe-

camecame in firstfitst , only seconds ahead-

of
aheadahead-

ofof another teamtel\lUtellU\ .. He also parpar-
ticipated

par-par¬-.
ticipated In the 244 mile Dill-
Ingham

Dill-
Ingham

Dill-
InghllU

Dill-Dill--
InghamInghl\lUInghllU\ race .

- - --- --- - -

Maxie'sMaxiesMaxle'aMaxlea' first\majortI1I\iortI1Iior race wasn't-
as

wasn'twasntwasn't-
as

''

as successful8Uccessful ,. purlngDuring his first-
year

firstfirst-
yearyear out of high school , he raced-

In
racedraced-

inIn aia 40-mile40mile4Q-mile4Q- , non-stopnonstop- contest on-

a
onon-

aa narrowharrow [lralltrailrail where thetlte snow-

was
snowsnow-

waswas very deepdetp ,.

""II took JheJIIethe red lantern in that-

one
thatthat-

oneone ,, '"jjhehe admits , explaining hehe-

was
he-

waswas last at the finish line .

The next year ,, he followed aa-

different
a-

differentdifferent course ,, Racers covered-
the

coveredcovered-
tltethetlte !samelame 23-mile23mile2S.mile2Smile25-mile25-. , circular trail In-

two
In-

two
in

two consecutive days ., There were-

some
werewere-

somesome rugged hills to climb , !says-

Maxie
lays-

Maxie
sayslays

Maxie .,. ElpeclEspeciallylly steep was-

"heartbreak
waswas-

"heartbreak""heartbreakheartbreak HillHIli ,, " where it was-

necessary
waswas-

necessarynecessary forfar mushers to runrun-

along
run-

alongalong ,sjdeaideIde thetlte dogs , helping them-

in
themtltemtltem-

inin the climbchmb ..

EvenEveQ though Maxie and Si-

meon
$$1-

meon
SI-

meon
$1-$11SI-SI-

meon aren'tarent' botheredbotltered with order-
Ing

order-
ing

orderorder--¬-
ing parts , changing Oilbil ,, replacing-
spark

replacingreplacing-
apsrksparkapsrk plugs , and filling a gas-

tanks
gasgas-

tankstanks when caringtaring for the-

animals
thethe-

aOlmals
,

animalsaOlmals ,, ""dogdog maintenancemamtenal1cemaintenapce
*"' can-

be
can

be bothersome at times ,,. It'sIts' a-

demanding
aa-

demandingdemanding activity ,.

Dogs have to be fed ,, trained ,,

iihousedhoused ;; they1theytheyneedneed Individual at-

tention
atat-at¬.-

tentiontentlon ., When the men discuss-
their

discussdiscuss-
theirtheir dogs ,, they'retheyre' referring to-

more
totl)

more thanthall servants ; they'retheyrethey'l\they'ltheylthey'ltalk''\! talk-

ing
talk-

Ins
talktalk--¬-

ingIns about fnendsfriends ,.

""DogsDogs have to have some sort-

of
sortsort-

ofof dlsclpliQodisciplinediscipline/disciplinedisciplinesays,/"' says Maxie ,.,

1aThhyi'i'rh''rhrh'TheyTheyy can be fierce littlelittle-
animals

little-
animalsanimals .. They see other dogsdOllS and-

ha
andand-

havhahavhave' a natural Instinctinstlncl to go and-

take
andand-

take.,.takeabiteouttakeabiteouttake a bite out of them . "
Maxie !sayslaYs itit'sits''" important to-

keep
10-

keep
to10

keep
I

dogs
.

from gettinggettinll too closeclose-
I

to another team ., Dogs must also-

be
alsoalso-

bebe taught to resist the urgeurse to-

chase
toto-

chasechase a rabbit or a fox along the-

trail
thethe-

1ralltrail1rall.. ""WhenWhen they smell the scent-

of
scentscent-

ofof another animal , they really-

go
reallyteallyteally-

gogo , " !sayslaYs Simeon .

MaxMaxeMaxie|e says It'sIts' bestbeat IDto start mn-

ning
runrun-

ning
mn-mnrun-run¬-

ning the dogs after thetlte first-

snowfall
firstfirst-

snowfallsnowfall .

During the cold , snowysnowy-
months

snowy-
monthsmonths , the dogfldogs are keptkepI in litlit-

tle
lit-lit¬.-

tletie houses ., But when the snowsnow-

disappears
snow-

dllapie&rsdisappearsdllapi\e&rsdllapie&rsers! \& , they'retheyre' taken to a-

place
aa-

placeplace where they have access to-

the
totl>

the water supply .,

Maxie explains that it'sits' more-

comfortable
moremore-

comfortablecomfortable for the animals to bebe-

outside
be-

outsideoutside during the summer . Heat-

and
HeatHeat-

andand mosqultosmosqullosmosquitos can make It pretty-

miserable
prettypretty-

miserablemiserable for HuskieHuskle thattltat are-

pinned
areare-

pinnedpinned up At least when the-

animals
thethe-

animalsanimals are outsideolltslde , a breeze willwl1\wl1will-

help
wl1-

help \help keep the Insects away .

Mosquitos are vicious enemies-
of

enemiesenemies-
ofof dogs ,. """TheyThey"They'reTheyre''rere real killers ,

""
exclaims Maxie ., He means that-

literally
thatthat-

literallyliterally . One of his dogs dieddied-

after
died-

afterafter getting sick ifromfromrom fta multitude-

of
multitudemultitude-

ofof mosquito bites .,

When it comes to feedingfcedlng their-

dogs
theirtheir-

dogsdogs , Maxie and Simeon prepare-
meals

prepareprepare-
mealsmeals In the same way a concern-
ed

concernconcern-¬.-
edIedI''mothermothermlmother>ther feedsfeedsler/her/lerler children ;

withwitlt much considerationconsl4eratioQ given to-

a
toto-

aa proper diet .,

Like their masters , dogs eat a8e
lot101elotofOffishfish . Maxie noteshotes thatlhat from-

one
fromfrom-

jne(Onejne and a half to two hourhlurhohr) $
'""beforebeforebefore we runmn , I give themtltem a cup-

of
cupcup-

ofof warm water and pieces of drieddried-

smoked
dried-

smokedsmoked !salmonlalmon ., "

1\1-

ForForPar regular mealsmea18mealsmealsSimeon., Simeon cutscuts-

up
\

up fish for the dogsdoss In the morn-

ing
morn-

Ing
mornmorn-morn¬- '

ing . The nets that trap fish for thet/IetIe/ '

familyfainlly also ensnares fish for the-

dogs
thethe-

dogsdogs . Since the water freezesfreezel up-

during
upup-

durinSduringdurinS the winter , 4imoonSimeonimeon !says-

It's
laYI-

It's
sayslaYI

it'sits' importantbnportant to storeS(01'llS01ll( ' up enoughenough-
fish

,

fish in thetlte railfall , so thatlhat , by spring ,

the dogs still havehavlhavq!,
somethingsbmethlnB toto-

eat
to-

eateat ,.

But some problems are-

unavoidable
Bre-

unavoidable
areBre

unavoidable . By springIprlng , ""We'rer-
unning

"We'reWere"We'rer-
unning

'
runningsaysSimeonout of good fish , " sayssays-

SimeonSimeon , It'sItsJt'sJts' Impossible to gogo-

fishingfishinggofishingduring the icetoo breakup , so-

he
soso-

hehe must do hihtthid, best to keep hishis-

dogs
his-

dogsdogs healthyhealtlty .

""TheThe dogsdOBI loseloso a. lot ofof-

weight
of-

weightweight/weightweightsays,/""* !sayslaYs $Simeonimeon ,, LuckilyLucidly ,

there are other sources of food .,

"""TheyThey'They' can eat reindeer mossmosl offoff-

the
off-

thethe tundra ,
"" notesnOles Maxie . What-

little
WhatWhat-

littlelittle fish is leftoverleft/overleftover/

, , is used to-

mix
toto-

mixmix wthwith| thetheI10lS/moss/I10lSI10lSoss , to make it-

more
It-

more
it

more appealing wtoo> the dogs .

Simeon spicesspices'upspicesupsplcel'UPsplcelUP' up his fish withwltltwltlt-

cottonwood
with-

cottonwoodcottonwood lichen ,) a remedy usus-

ed
us-us¬.-

ed by thetlte older folks to clean out-

their
outout-

theirtheir systemssysterps ,.

Right before races , or when-

they're
whenwhen-

they'rethey'retheyre' IravtravelinglIng , the dogs areare-

given
are-

givengiven light meals . But after tlte-

race
thetltethotho-

raceracedogshave, !sayslaYI Simeon , ""TheThe dogs
have aI big feast . " SometimesSometlmel hehe-

feeds
he-

feedsfeeds !themhenl CrlscoCrisco shortening-
before

shorteningshorteningI-

1eforebeforeI1efore a racerace"soraceso"""soso/theyt/leytley don'tdont' have-

to
havehave-

toto be thirstythirsty.andthirstyand.", ..andand eat snow while-

they're
whilewhile-

they'rethey'retheyre' runningmnnlng ,.
*"' Simeon !sayslaYS ,

These two memen" have cared for ,

trained and nurtured many dogsdogl ,.

Each dog hhaslltsIts own personalitypersonality-
and

personality-
andand It part of a very important-
team

Importantimportant-
teamteam ., When Maxie and Simeon-
got

SimeonSimeon-
getgetgot together , they talk about theirtheir-

dogs
their-

dogsdogs with the interest and affec-

tion
affecaffec-¬.-

tiontlon older folksfolkl talk about their-

children
theirtheir-

childrenchildren ,.

""YouYou really get close to-

them
toto-

themthem , '""* !sayslaYs Simeon ,,

Of course , each dog has a-

name
aa-

namename ; some of them are conven-
tional

convenconvcl1-
tlonal

convcl1-convcl1conven-conven¬-

tionaltlonal names like Rover or-

Speedy
oror-

SpeedySpeedy ; but othersotlters are somewhat-
unusual

somewhatsomewhat-
IInusualunusualIInusual . Simeon is the one whowho-

comes
who-

comescomes up with the unpredictableunpredictable-
names

unpredictable-
namesnames1names ':. ""CriscoCrisco " and ""CiscoCisco "
were dogs that looked alikeahke . HeHe-

laughs
He-

laughslaughs as he rerecallsalls the name he-

pinned
hehe-

pinnedpinned on a dog when he was a-

little
aa-

httlelittlehttle boy *, He can'tcant' figure out-

what
outout-

whatwhatdog"Nineoclockinspired him to name a dogdog-

"Nine.odock" ""Nine-o-clock"NineNineoclock"Nine.o-dockNine.odock"Nine.oNineodock-. -- .

That romantic Image of a dog-

team
dogdog-

teamteam pullingpulhng aII sled through anan-

Alaskan
an-

AlaskanAlaskan woods on a moonlitmoonht night-

iq

nightnight-
IIiqiqnotis, not an image of bygonebygoQe days .,

Says Maxie , ""II"IftIft"II'SIIS,' really nicehlce ,

on aB night when the sky is clear ,

the stars are twinklingtWll1kllng and the-

moon
t11-

emoon
thet11e

moon is out , to portage throughthrough-
th

through-
theththe woods ,. It'sIts' so peaceful.. "

The only sounds are the-

breathing
thethe-

breathingbreathing of the dogs and the-

whistling
thethe-

whlstlinwhlstlinwhistlingwhistlingofcuttingIntoof thetlte runners cutting
into the snow .


