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AA couple ofororweeksofweeksweeks ago , aI bunch ofor people gathered in CopperCopper-
Center

Copper-
CenterCenter to talk about $somethingOmething that everybody talks about ,. butbut-
hardly

but-
hardlyhardly anybody understands : subsistence .

What gave importanceimportane to the meeting was that the peoplepeople-
actually

people-
actuallyactually knew something about the subject.. They were Native vilviiviil ¬.

lagerslagen searching (foror aI way to make sure that after Congress deciddecidesdecides-
what

ss-
whatwhat to do with federalfedenJ land hiin Alaska they , and their children , willwill-

be
will-

bebe able to ccontinuentinue living by hunting , fishingflhing$ , gathering berries andand-
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The group ,. called the Subsis ¬.

tence Resource Council ,. waswas-

created
was-

createdcreated at a meeting sponsoredsponsored-
byby RurAL CAP in Bethel inin-

November
in-

NovemberNovember ,. 19761916 ., The purposepurpose-
of

purpose-
ofof the group is to supportsupport-
Alaska's

support-
Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' subsistence people inin-

dealing
in-

dealingdealing with current and futurefuture-

problems
future-

problemsproblems involving subsistencesubsistence-
and

subsistence-
andand protect the quality of life inin-

rural
in-

ruralrural Alaska .

The council reviewed severalseveral-

of" of the current major d-2d2d2-

proposals
d2-

proposals
-

proposals and apparently reach-

ed
reachreach- ¬.-

ed a unified position . AlthoughAlthough-

the
Although-

thethe position is not yet availableavailable-
tor

available-
tortor public scrutinyscrutmy ,. George AllenAllen-

of
Allen-

ofof RurAL CAP explainedexplamed thethe-

agreement
the-

agreementagreement reached on severalseveral-

major
several-

majormajor points .

Opposes DefinitionDefinition-

The
Definition-

The
Definition-

TheThe council opposes anyany-

effort
any-

efforteffort IDto definedefme what subsistencesubsistenceI-

Sis Definitions are usually anan-

important
an-

ll11portantimportantll11portant part of law-makinglawmakinglaw.makmglawmakmglaw.makmg-

because
lawmaking-

because
-.

because they help explainexplam howhow-

the

how-

thethe law is to be carriedearnedearnedoutcarriedoutout ThefheThe-

Council
fhe-

CouncCouncilCounc ,. and othersother , pointpomt outout-

that
out-

thatthat subsistence Iis different In-

every
inin-

everyevery region of the ,slatestateIdte andand-

that
and-

thatthat subsistencesuhSlStence ,. likehke anydnydnyotheranyotherotherother-

SOllaJ

other-

socialsocialSOllaJ: and economic systemsytem, ,

changeschangel! with timetime-

"What
time-

"What
time-

"What""WhatWhat thlthis proposal does asas-

.III

as-

an.an.IIIIII alternative to definingdefmmgdefining-

subsistence
defmmg-

uhslstencl,subsistenceuhslstencl' is tto0 prepresprescribel rIberihe a pro-

Less

pro-

less
pro-

tess
pro-pro-

.-
Lesstess byhy which subsistence can be-

defmed
hebehe-

defineddefineddefmed ..IIas it changeschange inIIInr eacheach-

re

each-

regionreregionlOn over Hmtimee ,.
" AllenAJlenAJlenald\said\aldaldsaid-

Allen

said-

Allen

ald-

AllenAllen pointedpomtedpomtedoutpointedoutout suhsistensubsistenceSUhSIl\tenltSUhSIltenlt\ e'e-

nis1\1n1actutlh\ actactualhactutlhuilk, defineddefmeddefinedinin111 the lfirst-

draft
tiislfirstl " (

drattdraft d 2 hillhili prepared hby>) thethe-

Alaska

the-

ilaska\Alaskai\laskailaska hederationederatlonFederation otof "Natives"JatlveJatlveNatives-
andandJnd ccommented( llI1l11ell ted .

'"'TheThe"fhefhe"the councilcouncil-

"aid

council-

said"said"aidaid the oneOlle groupgroupwewe wwantdll t toto-

en!goen\ ) amidudandandsee'see'l'lll? Ilirsllustirst Iis AAlAhNAlN--NNIJ!N-

Byron

".

ByronByronIallott\MallottI\IJllotIIJllot\IallottIallottt.. presidentpre\ldcrlpreldcrl\ ! o-

fAlN

oj-

AIN
olojof

AFNAI-NAINAl-NAl--
,. h.lhlhtishas. madelIIade it cleaideal thattht.! thethe-

III"t
the-

hosttnstIII"tIIIthost" draltdra1tdralusiss only a tentativetent.ltlwtentltlw. propro-

p
pro-

ppp\pposalpalposal-

Management
\( ) salsal-

Management
ala-

lManagementManagement SystemSystem-
Allother

System-
Another

System-
AnotherAnotherAllother pointpomt dlsclldiscussed., ed byhyby-

the
hy-

thethe councilCOUl1uJcountd wawas!> what kindkmdkindofot01of

management systejnsystenfsystenfwouldsysteniwould, would givegive-

the
give-

thethe : most protection to subsis-

t

subsis-
tence

subsis-
tence

subsissubsis- ¬-

t, tence : the traditional '''federalfederal'federal-
parks

'federal-
parksparks , forests and fefugesjefugesrefuges ,. or thethe-

cooperative
the-

cooperativecooperativecooperativemanagement-Management-management con-

cept
concon-conon ¬.-

cept ,. which calls; for federalfederaJ ,

state ,. and possiblypossiblyprivateprivate landland-

to
land-

toto be managed jointly byby-

agencies
by-

agenciesagencies and landholders .

Without actuallyactual1y endorsingendorsing-
either

endorsing-
eithereither approach , the council pro-
poses

pro-
poses

propro-¬-
poses an """organizationalorganizational struc-
ture

struc-
ture

strucstruc-¬-
ture to permit cooperative sub-

sistence
sub-

sistence
subsub-¬-

sistence resource managementn'lanagementnlanagement' ..
""

The structure would includeinclude-
three

include-
threethree types of organizationorganization-
which

organization-
whichwhich would generate accurate ,

up-to-dateuptodate- - subsistence informa-

tion
informa-

tion
informainforma-¬-

tion and help create subsistence-
protection

subsistence-
protection

subsistence
protection and planning policypolicy-
The

policy-
TheThe types of organization wouldwould-
be

would-
bebe small groups ofofvillagesvillages usingusing-

the
using-

thethe same local area for subsis-

tence
subsissubsis-¬.-

tence purposes ; regional subsis-

tence
subsissubsis- ¬.-

tence boards ;: and a statewidestatewide-

subsistence
statewide-

subsistencesubsistence resource council..

Local Folk Dance-
Allen

Dance-
Allen

DanceDance-
AllenAllen said one of the majormajor-

problems
major-

prublemproblemsprublem with d-2d2- ¬-many pro-

posals
pro-

posals
propro-

posals is that subsistencesub.sistence. usersusers-

would
users-

wouldwould behe fragmented ForFor-

example
For-

exampleexample ,. under the proposalproposal-
offered

proposal-
offeredoffered by conservationistsconservatioOlsts ,. sub-

sistence
sub-

sistence
subsub-¬-

sistence hoardsboard would be set upup-

to
up-

toto issue subsistence permits for aa-

certain
a-

lertalO:certainlertalO park or reserve UnderUnder-
this

Under-
thisthis arrangement , there is nono-

opportunity
no-

upportumtyopportunityupportumty for rural people toto-

really
to-

reallyreally help develop policypoltcy or toto-

strengthen
to-

strengthenstrengthen subsistence protec-

tion
protecprotec-¬.-

tiontlOn by banding together..

According to Allen ,. thisthis-

Lfeate

this-

createscreatesLfeate a situation wherewhere-
'hlOlogJsts

where-
hiologists''biologistsbiologists'hlOlogJstshlOlogJstshiologists ststilll callcaJl the tune andand-

the
and-

thethe local folksfolk dancedanle: "

The structure proposed byby-

the
by-

thethe councilCOUIICUCOUIICUcancouncilcancan only work . AllenAJlenAllen-

said.,saidald ,. itII ttherehere Iis a major shift 10-

the
in10in-

thethe way people thinkthmk about concon-

nervation.,servationervatlonnervation
servation"Iervatlon"Inervation"i""II wouldwoulduggestwouldsuggest'\suggest\uggestuggest there be anan-

exphtit
an-

exphutexplicitexphutexphtit statement ofofnatlUnaJofnationalnationalnatlUnaJnational-
policy

natlUnaJ-

pulll.Ypolicypulll.YpulllY. writtenwntten intomto the legisla-

tion
legisla-

tion
legislalegisla-¬-

tion that there Iis a relationshIp-
hetween

relationshiprelationship-
betweenbetweenhetween habitathahltat and wildlifewlldlIte re-

OUlce

re-

souice
re-

sowce
re-re-

\souice\OUlceOUlcesowce conservation and the

resource ,
needsneeds

"

., of village
-

people
,

in AlaskaA1aska , IY think. what has toto.betobe.,
bebe-

done
be-

donedone in1in\ininthis\' this national.nationalnatlonal' ininterest-

land
interestttrttrststst-

landland legilegislation'slegislationslegiatiorfislatioiiatiorfis.'is'toisto' tto balanbalancee ' thethe-

needs
the-

needsneeds.,. for lolocall .conservaticonservati.conservatinconservationconservationn andand-

national
and-

nationalnational conconservationrvaton! !:"
, rr-

Memberi

'

MemberiMembers 'pf'pf the 5ubsSubsjstance-

Resource
SubsistenceSubsjstancessanan ee-

ResourceResource Council wOlwill mmeetwithnicetwithnicetwith-
the

etwithetwith-
the

,

the Federal StateSlate Land useuse-

Planning
use-

PlanningPlanning CommissionCommlwon on April
19 to discuss itits$ proposal .

The CopperCOPPr.rCOPPrr. Center meeting '

held March 18-20182018.201820-. ,. was chairedchaired-

by

chaired-

by
'

by Gene George of StevensStevens-
Village

Stevens-
Village

.

Village .

Council members presentpresent-

were
present-

werewere Arnold Brower , Jr ..,, BarrowBarrow-

Kenneth
Barrow-

KennethKenneth CharlieChatlie , Minto ; JimJim-

Farmer
Jim-

FarmerFarmer , Ruby , Isaac Hawk , Eek ,

Paul Kiunya , Kipnuk ; ArnoldArnold-

Melsheimer
Arnold-

MelsheimerMelsheimer , English Bay , DavidDavid-

NanaJook
David-

NanalookNanalookNanaJook , Togiak ; AnthonyAnthony-
Philemonoff

Anthony-
PhilemonoffPhilemonoff , St.. Paul Island ;

Harold Sparck , Bethel ; and DaleDale-

Stotts
Dale-

StottsStotts , Barrow .

Also present were Esthe'r-

Wunnickc
EstherEsthe'rEsther-

Wunnicke

'

WunnickeWunnickc , Federal-StateFederalState- LandLand-

Use

Land-

UseUse Planning Commission ; JimJim-

Kowalsky
JinJim

Kowalsky , Friends of (thehe Earth ;

Phil Kelly , Alaska DepartmentDepartment-
ofof Community and RegionalRegional-
Affairs

Regional-
AffairsAffairs , Don Mitchell , NormanNorman-

Cohen
Norman-

CohenCohen and LisaUsa Ratner of AlaskaAlaska-
Legal

Alaska-
LegalLegal Services ; and GeorgeGeorge-

Allen
George-

AllenAllen , Rural Alaska CommunityCommunity-

Action
Community-

ActionAction Program . Local visitorsvisitors-
included

visitors-
includedincluded (Hectorlector Ewan andand-

Walter
and-

WalterWalter CharleyCharley-
Council

Charley-
Council

Charley-
CouncilCouncil members unable toto-

attend
to-

attendattend were Frank Woods , ChiefChief-

of
Chief-

ofof the Council , New Stuyahok
.,

Larry Bemis , JrJr.. , Yakutat ;

Nancy Craig , Mentasta ; BusterBuster-

Gene
Buster-

GeneGene , Gakona ; Andrew Golia ,

DillmghamDilhnghamDillingham , Willie GoodwinGoodwm ,

Kot/ebueKotebueKotLebueKotzebue/ ,. George Olanna ,

SJushmSlushmarefShashmarefare f., and RooseveltRoosevelt-

Paneak
Roosevelt-

PaneakPaneak , Anaktuvuk Pass .

Other activitiesactJvities of thethe-

Council(Council''- ouncil
o- uncil have includedmcluded draftingdraftmgdrafting-

recommendations
draftmg-

recommendatIOnsrecommendations on subsistencesubsistence-
tor

subsistence-

fortorfor presentation to the AlaskaAlaska-
Legislature

Alaska-
legislatureLegislature through the CitizenCitizen-
ParticipatIOn

Citizen-
ParticipationParticipation Conferences heldheld-

in

held-

minm AnchorageAnchurage and Juneau .


