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by Jim BenedettoT-

undra
BenedettoBenedettoT-

un
BenedettoT-

undriTunTundriTundra" TimeiTmetTimes, EditorEdito-

rThe

Edito-

rTheThe AlaskaAlaka, Federation of NatiVesNallvesNatii'esNatiies' is-

holding
IsIs-

holdmgholdingholdmg a BuBushh JuJusticetice ConferenceConferenC\1ConferenC1\ in-

Bethel
inin-

BetheBetheBethel)' this week , Nov .. 20-222022-- Some-
of

SomeSome-
ofof the topics to be dealt With during-
the

duringdurmgdurmg-
thethe conference are Native inmate con-

cerns
concon-¬.-

cernscern ,,. rehabilitationtehubilitallon ,. the Indian ChildChild-
Welfare

Child-
WelfareWelfare Act ,, problemsfrolproblems> lem in providing-
state

providing
statetllle Judiciajudicial services to bush-
residents

bushbush-
rereresidentsidents ,, rural AlakaAlaska, policmpolicing ., FbhFishFish-
and

Fbh-
andand Game enforcement ,,. andvictimsandnd victimsvlcllm ''

rightsrlghtrightsThe
The purpopurposee pfof the conference ,. the-

third
thethe-

thirdthird event of its type heldhcldhold: by ,AFNl1AFN ,,.

is tttott)), address the special problems and-

concerns
andand-

concemconcernsconcem of Native and ruralruml residents-

i
residentsresident

i.of.off AlaAlaska'sAlaskaska'skas' bubushh .. With nno1< road systemsystem-
toto reach manymany AlaskanAlakan, commumtiesscommUrlltiecommunities ,
providingprovldmg reasonablereaonable, legal advjceadvice for-

people
forfor-

peoplepeople in trouble! can be extremely dif-

ficult
difdtfdif-¬,-

ficultlicult, CompoundingCompoundmg the problem IS-

the
isis-

thethe fifiscalcal crunch ; withwllh the State of-

Alaska's
ot01of01-

AlaAlaAlaska'sAlaskaska\kakaoil''\ oil revenuesrevenue decrcadecreasinglIIg ,. pro-
grams

pro-propro-

gram
propro-¬-

gramsgram, like AlaAlaskaka Legal ServicesServlce face-

shortfalls
faceface-

hortfall,shortfallshortfall , and closuresc1oure, , in many-
locales

manymany-
localelocaleslocale
localesPerhaps

PerhapsPerhap' becaubecausee of the dlfldifficultycuhy inmin-

providing
m-

providingproviding adequate legal advice to-

hush
toto-

buhbushbuhhush, dwejlersdwtlIer-dwtlIerdwcilersdwtlIertho; -; ,. thothosee attendingattendmg the con

ference will behe remindedremmded that the pro-
portion

pro-
portion

propro-¬-
portion of AlaAlaskaka NativesNatlve in correc-
tional

correc-
tional

correccorrec--¬-
tional institutionsintitutlns, () far exceeds the por-
tion

por-
tion

porpor--¬-
tion they make up in the stale'sstalesMate'sMatesstate'sstates' popula-
tion

populapoplliapopula-¬.-

!tionIOn ,. Once in such a facilityfdCllity ,. many
NativesNativemanyNativemanyNativeshave problGproblemss in adJuadjustingtmg to-
prison

toto-

prjonprisonprjon, life ,. A Native ininmateate inm aa-

typical
a-

typicaltypical AlaskanAh"kunAhkun" jail nlaymay be I13001500SOO milesmiles-
or

miles-
orortherebydeprivingmore from his community ,, thereby
depriving him of the support his family-
and

familyfamily-
andand friends might have otherwise pro-
vided

propro-pro-
vided

-¬-

vided if visits werewereTIore\\TIoreTIoreMorernore convenient-
The

convenientconvenient-
TheThe conference participantspartlcipant will also-
be

alalsooo-

bebe mformeinformed of the great progreprogresss that-

Native
that-

Native
that

Native culture councils in various inin-

stitutions
in-in-¬.

,stitutionstllutiOtlseYr'prpvldeNativerrpirpvideNativehavhavehave, mademadtymadel T'ff'roeYr'prpvldeeYrprpvldel'rrpirpvide'rpvide
Native infantesInmltesinmates{ withwitl) aatenalssancofIa tenasrenaissancetenalssanco[ allce ofof-

traditional
of-

traditionaltraditional values , grounding them in-

their
inin-

theirtheir cultures and remindingthemreminding them of-

their
01-

their
of01

their proud heritage ., CounoclorsCounseors; work-
closely

workwork-
closelyclosely with of the culturesome coun-
cils

coun-
cils

councoun--¬-
cils ,. inin orortjerorderer to capitalizecapltillizecapittilize on-

rehabilitation
onon-

rehalrehalrehabilitation> ilillllion opportunities-

Overcrowding
opportunitiesopportunities-

OvercrowdingOvercrowding inm the statestate'sstates' , pnprisons-
and

prisonson '
anddnd other problemsproblGm will be dealt with-

at
wllh-

dt
withwllh

atdt the conference , with many experts-
ex

expertsexpert'
exexpected
reform

cted to make recommendationsrecommendation toto-

reform
to-

reformreformsystemThesy'temThedifferent aspectsa'pectsapects' of the systemsy'temsytem'
The participation by the 'state'tdtetdte and-

local
andand-

locallocal communitiescommUnltie hahas, been goodgoodinood in

pastpat, confeconferencesences , accordingaccordmg to10 JanicJamcJanieJanie-

Ireask,.1.ea1eaVeaskIreaskk , PresidentPte"ldentPteldentPreident" of AAPN-

'Rccomrhendations
AFNAPNAFN-

'RocomrnCndations

FNFN-

'Rccommenddtlon''RocomrnCndationsRocomrnCndations'RccommenddtlonRccommenddtlon'RccomrhendationsRccomrhendations, thattlldt camecamctame OU-

Ioj

outOUIout-

ofotojof pastpaM conferencesconference' have been-

favorably
beenbeen-

favorablyfavorably receivedrecclved ,. " ,saidaid LeaskLcak, . adad-

ding

ad-

dmg
ad-ad¬-

dingdmg thatthllt ,. ""that'sthats"that\"thatthat"thatwhy'\ why we are 'so0 exex-

cited
ex-

cited
ex-ex¬-

cited about holdingholdmg thisIhl' conference this-
year

thisthl'"year

,

DeparthtpaskLeaska k gagave hihigfih, 'rtMrftarkyrtM'arkoI'llarkiltoIllarkiltoto DepartDepar-
th

;hh\h\hhfonrhf Q'tQt' ; OllOllimmlonsommis6ioneronsommis6ioner-
Rokargndell

',,--immlimml''a-
rko

a-
rko

) >nerner-
RoRoRofeer'ndelfiRofeerndelfiRokargndellRokargndellixgxnmissionerr'

,

, ndell , j*ixgxnmissioner'<';(!1111no.pinussioneropinussioner. l"lonerlloner" EndEndellEndpllEndpll-
has

llll-

hahahas, beenbeellbeck veryvey cooperativecoopemtive " 'said-

Leask
'aid-

Leak
said'aidaid

LeuskLeakLeask, EndellEndeil will addreaddress', the concon-
Terence

con-

fcrencetcrcncefcrenceTerence duringdunng IIits fjrfirstt day-

The

dayday-

TheThe AFNAPN BushBuh, JuJusticetlce ConferenceConferenclConfercnConferencl-
I

.

Iis being coordcoordinatedmated by Julie KitkdKltkdKitkd-
special

Kltkd-
'peclal'special'peclalpeclal aassistant" tant to JanicJdnlcJanie I-caIcaLeask- '- -- -


