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Athabascan Fiddling Festival draws musicians from all over
by Jim Benedetto't-

'undra
BenedettoBenedettoT-

undra
BenedettoT-

undra'Tundra't'undra' 'Timtinwi't'instins' .. Edito-

rThe

EditorEdito-

rThe

edito-

rTheThe Third Annual Athabascan Old-
Time

Old-

Time
Old-Old-.

Time Fiddlers FeFestivaltlval drew sellout-
crowds

selloutsellout-
crowdscrowds for three days andMd nights in aa-

row
a-

rowrow ,. MusiciansMusidians ,, dancers and specspeospec-spec¬.-

tators came from manymanyareasareas otof the-

state
thethe-

statestate ,, in addition to10 a very popular-
contingent

popularpopular-
contingentcontingent fromfrQm Canada'sCanadas' Yukon-
Territory

Ylkon-
Territory

YukonY\lkonYlkon\
Territory .

The event combined fiddle and-

guitar
and-

guitar
and

guitarguitar mumusicIQ , singing , dancing ,,.

workworkshopshops ,, food ,. and fun fprfQrf9r all whowho-

attended
who-

attendedattended .,.

But how did Athabascan Indians get-

exposed
getget-

exposedexposed to folk/fiddlefolkfiddlefolklfiddle/ music ? Over a-

century
aa-

centurycentury ago , araroundund 1860 , Hudson-

See

HudHudsonoh

See pictures on pagepalle 3-

Bay

3

IIBayBay Company traderstrnders of Orcadian and-

Scottish
and-

Scolbh
and

ScottishSco\lbhScolbh\ descent travelled to10td Alaska's-
Interior

Alaka'b-
Intrrior

Alaska'sAlaskasAlaka'bAlakab, '''InteriorIntrrior and introduced fiddle music-
co

musicm\l'1cml'1cl1c\ '
fo10co AthabaAthabascancan peopleople ,. AthabaAthabascans-
were

Athabascanscanscans-
werewere so taken with thetnethe Ininstrumenttrument that-

they
thatthat-

theytheylearninghowadopted it as their own , learning
how to play by Ibteninglistening jto1< and watwut-

ching
wut-wut-

ching others ,, They qllicklyquickly aduptcdadapted: thcthethe-

Athabascan
thc-

AthabascanAthabascan musical!\l\ulu lcal tradltlohtraditioh to thethe-

fiddle
the-

riddlefiddleriddle , The resulteult,
, with some help-

along
helphelp-

alongalong the way from Gold RuRushh miners-
find

minersminer,
andundfind ,, more reccmlyrece'ntlyrecently' ,, Country &
Western/BluegrassWesternBluegrassWe'tern/BluegraWe'ternWeternBluegra' / ' Influenceslnnllence ,*\

Thene InInstitutettute\\uteute of AlaAlaskaka NutivdNutlvcNativd Arts-

Continued

ArtsArts-

Continued(CContinuedntlnued ohnon Pageagll Five)
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FiddlingmFiddling
(Continued 'IromI m pagepflge'1)pflge1page'spages' 1)11-

)lANA
))

((IANAlANAANA[ ) beganContinued'InItits 'InInnllolvnvolvpmcntvolvpmentrnent ti'ith-

Athubascan
withti'ithtiithwith-

Athubuean
' ith

AthabascanAthubueanAthubascan, Old.TIOldTIOld-TiOldTiOld-TufaOldTufa--. ea musicmU'lemUle' in 1982 ,.
whwhwhOnn they were awardeduwarded a contract-
from

contractcontract-
t'rom'fromt'romtrom the AlaskaAlaka, StateStateStale Council on the-

Arts
thethe-

AprosduceAArtsrt (too idenllidentifyfy piqormerfcpcr\-ormerpcrormerpCrfpCrformers
\

-ormers and propros*.
duceducc a festivalfetival, The lir'llirlfirst' fefestivallIval wawas-
held

was
held in 1983 ., and featuredl'CaturedlCatured' ovorover s 0-

musicians
O0O-

muiciansmusiciansmuicians, reprerepresentingenl1 g more than 15-

villages
1515-

villagesvillages in the AlaAlaslAlaslanAlaskanan Interior-
Community

InterIOr-
Commumty

InteriorInterior-
CommunityCommunityCommumty and regional support forfor-

the
for-

theihethe FairbanksFairbank event ,. one of the more-
popular

moremore-
popularpopular by all accountsaccount , was evident-
by

evidentevident-
byby the variety ofserAcesof 'services'erV\ce'erVerVceserAces\ andahd dona-

tions
dona-

lIon
donadona--¬-

lIontions provided bbi businessesbusme"esbusmees" ,

organizationsorgamlal1otis andindividualsand individualsmdivldual These-
include

Thee-
mclude

TheseThee,
includemclude the National Endowment for-

the
forfor-

thethe ArtArts ,, the AlaskaAlaka, SlateState Council on-

the
onon-

thethe ArtArts , FairbanksFalrbank North Star-
Borough

StarStar-
BoroughBorough , Doyon Limited ; HaroldHarold's-
Air

Harold'sHarolds' ,
Air Service ,, ArcticArcltc Circle Air , Gwit-
c.hyaa

Gwit-
chyaa

Owlt-
hyaa

Gwit-GwitOwlt-Owlt-
chyaac.hyaa. hyaa Zhee CorporationCorporalton and thethe-

Eagles
the-

EaglesEagles HallHall-

Special
Hall-

Special
Hall-

SpecialSpecial effortseffort, towardstoward the success-
of

successucce ,
of01 thisthlmis year'syearsyeur\yeuryeurfe''\ fefestivalfestivalwerelIval were made by-

the
byby-

thethe Solomon family ,, eespeciallypecially Han-
nah

Han-HanHan-
ndh

HanHan--¬-
nahndh Solomon , who keptkepI everyone dan-

cing
dan-

cing
dan-dandandan-¬-

cing and asassistedl ted with the workshops-
Alfred

workshopsworhhopworkshops-
AlfredAlfred Grant was the MasterMater, of-

Ceremonies
01-

C
of01

CCeremoniesremomes He kept the crowd amus-
ed

amusamuamus-¬-

ed ,, hurried the musiciansmu"cianmucian" towardstoward thethe-

'tage
the-

stage'stage'tagetage ,, and eveneven filled in wjthwith some fine-

music
finefin-

enuic\musicn\uicnuicmusic, of hishis own on occaoccassion-
Tapes

occassionoccassion-
Tapes

, ionion-

TapesTapes of the FirstFirt, and Second-
Athabascan

Second-
Athaba

SecontJSecond
AthabaAthabascanFlddhngFetivalsFiddlingFestivalscan Old-TimeOldTime-- FiddlingFlddhng
FestivalsFetivals, are aVavailablellablo from [IANAlANAANA ,,

P.OPO. Box 80583 ,. Fbnks ., AK 99708 ,,

at a costcot, of $$66 OQ00 each-

This

eacheach-

ThisThlThis yearyear'syears'' , festivalfeMllial wawas dedlcatdedicatedd to-

the
toto-

thethe late Charlie Peter .,. who wawas aa-

popular
a-

popularpopular fiddler from Fort Yukon


