Subsns’rence deCIsion by game board deferred

- f'by Steye Kukarp:k )

V Tundra T imes }

The Hnusc Interim Committee. on

Subsistgnee hearings, last week receiv- -

ed about 30 testimonies locally and via
teleconference network on the ¢on-
{roversial subsistence issues. Also this
week,

thern Lights Inn to discuss the Alaska

- Federation of wac § petitions on
subsistence.

- ' At the subsistence hearings, RLp
Jack Fuller, Chairman, kept the floor
open without intervention to lhnsc Ih.u
testified.

Janie Leask, President of the Alaska
Federation of Natives, speaking about
the court’s decision to open sub-
sistence hunting to all Alaskans, said

" although this may seem an attrac-
tive result to many urban hunters and
fisherman, in actual

sistence category has  produced
regulatory chaos and — ronically, —
. has disrupted traditional hunting and
fishing activities by urban Alaskans.™

The three criteria in the 1978 law

‘on subsistence were addressed:
-dependence on the game population as
‘the mainstay of livelihood, the
availability of ' alternative  food
resources, and local residency. These
criteria determined hunting oppor-
tunities for urban hunters for selected
hunts in which the game population
could not support a large harvest.
AFEN filed administrative rulemak-
ing petitions. The Boards of Fisheries
and Game voted 10-4 to defer action
on AFN's petition to limit subsistence
hunting and fishing to rural residents

lhc Alaska Joint Boards of
Fisheries and Game met at the Nor-

practice, in- '
cluding urban Alaskans in the, sub:

‘l}wlm u:slnm.mly lL]lLt' on fish z\nd'

pame,

1 The’ hmmls said that''the 'Alaska

Legislature is to decide if state sub-
pistende law, should give priority to
rural residents.

" The board will send a letter mlm- '
| mmb AFN of their vote,

Pending before the U. S Depanmem
w! Interior are two AFN petitions. One
regards the state’s non-compliance
with ANILCA and the other requests
Interior to take control of wildlife
regulation for Alaska.

Leask said, *‘Both the language and

legislative history of title eight indicate
that the Congress intends the Board of
Fisheries and Board of Game to adopt
hunting and fishing regulations based
upon the definition and  regulatory
standards set forth in sections 803 and
804 of ANILCA."" She added, **If the
Alaska Legislature amends the 1978
subsistence law to conform to the
ANILCA standards, then IRL Congress
has authorized the Boards to adopt
regulations pursuant to the state law
rather than sections 803 and 804."

Don Mitchell, attorney for AFN

said, *‘Petition alleges that congress
has constitutional authority to

supercede the authority of Alaska
legislation to  determine how sub-

sistence hunting and fishing will be
regulated. Petitions also allege that
Congress has done so; what has been
superceded is not the Board of Game
and Fisheries’ authority to adopt hun-
ting and fishing regulations — rather,
what has been... is the state law as to
how it's to be conducted.’”

Mitchell was also asked to clarify

if this means the petition is first (to be

observed). He said, ‘‘basic thrust of

| lI‘IL pumnn is that the state Subslslulw
O statute whichis i title 16,18 not con-

sistent with'the 'standard. . t.st.lhhsh—

ed by the Congress in ntle 8 of
‘ANIL(‘

C‘onscqw:mly ha.mum. of thu state
standard that is no longer consistent
with ANILCA, the Congress requires
the Board 4f Fisheries, Board of
Game, to adopt subsistence hunting
and fishing regulations based on the
ANILCA regulations, not the standard

in the state subsistence law."’

Dale Bondurant, 35-year Alaskan

resident at both the subsistence hear-

ings and Boards of Fisheries and -
. Games meetings said that he has been

blankmalicd ”ll § not thc American
way to do it)”" he said, *‘the AFN
dvenue is wasting our time; why write
a law that the Feds can take over?’
Bondurant also said, ‘‘Bring it to
court, find out if it’s constitutional,
and finally bellowed out, **Hurry up

«and adopt that blackmail regulation,

that's all they're (AFN) saying.'"

Bondurant, tlurmg, his e stimony

~ said “'they're (Alaska Natives) going

to do it thru ‘soverienty’ - to‘m]u,
control. With ANC‘;A it said ‘now
we're all equal;’ let’s get our ‘money
back if it's not true.’



