
Alaska Senators oppose Coast Guard cuts

WASHINGTON ,, D.CAlaskaS-
ens

D.CDCDC-AlaDCAlaD.CAlaskaD.C-AlaskaD.CDCAlaska.., ..---AlaskaAlaskakaka-

SensSens ,., Frank MurkowMurkowskiki and Ted-
Stevens

TedTed-

SlevensSevensSlevensStevens todaytoouy urged the SenateScnJte con-

ferees
con-

ferees
concon--¬-

ferees on the CoastCoust Guard Budget to-

reconsider
toto-

reconreconreconsiderIder propoproposeded cuts of $$230-
million

$230230$230-
millionmillion from the CoaCoastt GuardGuurd programprogrnm

UUnderprogramUnderprogrnmUndcr the SenateSenute verversionlon of the-
Department

the-

Depurtment
the

DepartmentDepurtment ofot Transportation'sTransportationsTrun'portutlonTrunportutlon' ''\ apap-

propriations
up-

propriutlons
up-upap-ap¬-

propriationspropriutlons billlilli ,, the cut in the Coast-
Guard's

CoastCoutCout-
Guurd's

,
Guard'sGuardsGuurd'sGuurds' operating budget would reult-
m

result-
in

resultreult,
inm a 30 percent cut in the AluAlaskaka ship-
and

shipship-
undandund airuir fleetstleetb , andund a 20 percent cut in-

personnel
inin-

perperpersonnelonnel.. The cut would alalsoo resultre\ultreult\ in-

the
inin-

thethe decommissioningdecommls.ionlngdecommlsionlng. of six Coast-
Guard

CoastContCont-
Guard

,
Guard cutterscuttcrs and the closingclobingclosingofof five-

Coast
fivefive-

COUtCoastCOU\tCOUt\ Guard stations ,

theUnited""tfThe"TheThe, The CoaCoastt GuardGuurd is importantImportunt to thetl1etl1-
eUnitedUnited States for its military prepresenceence ,,

drug interdiction ,, search andIIndfind rescue ,,

and border patrolputrol dutiesduties/dutiesdutiesMurkowski,/"* MurkowskiMurkowski-
and

MurkowMurkowskiklkl-

andand Stevens wrote in a joint letter to-

Senate
toto-

SenuteSenateSenute conferees-confereesconferees"But,-,
"""ButBut"lIutlIut; AldAlaskaka , with-

Its
withwith-

Itsits 33,00033000, miles ofofshorelineshoreline ,, especially-
needs

especiallyespecilillyespecililly-
needsneeds the service the Coast Guard-
provides

GuardGuard-
providesprovides .. ". *.

""Alaska'sAlaskas' unique geography-
necessitates

geographygeography-
necenecenecessitatesMtutes a cloclosee relationshiprelution.hlPrelutionhlP. with-
the

withwith-
thethe CoastCOO\tCOOt\ Guard , "'" ' Senator Murkowski-
said

Murkowkl-
suid

MurkowskiMurkowkl,
saidsuid ..

"""WeWe'We' rely heavily on it to protect-
our

protectprotect-
ourour commercial fifishinghing industryInduMry - thethe-
largbst

the-

lurgbtlargbstlurgb\tlurgbt\ employe1employer* inIli the statestateM--M-M-Mfrom- from-
over

fromfrom-
oVjroveroVjr) exploitation by foreign, fleetstleets

,.,, The

CoastCoa\tCoat\ GGUardard alsoabo helps to ensure the-

safety
the

safetyafety of our fifishermenhermen in our waters ..,
""

""EverEver sincesmce this money was cut at-

the
atat-

thethe subcommittee level , 'I'veIve' worked-
closely

workedworked-
cloclocloselyely with the subcommitteesubcomlmttee chair-
man

chairchulr-chulrchair-chulr-
mun

¬-

manmun , Sen Mark Andrews of North-
Dakota

NorthNorth-
DukotaDakotaDukota ,,. to see thatthut the fundsfund are-

restored
areureure-

retoredrestoredre\toredretored\ ,,. " Sen . StevensSteven explainedexplumed ..,

""SenSen Andrews has indicatedindieuted his com-
mitment

com-
mitment

comcom-¬-

mitment to try to restore the fundsfund ,,

which are so criticalcrlucal to marinemurine safety-
in

safetysufetysafety-
in

sufety-
Inin our state . "

"WithWith""WillWill"WitWit
#.

) over halfhulf our populationopulation liv-

ing
livliv-

ing
liv-liv¬-

ing in coucoastaltul commUcommunitiesltles , AlaAlaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-
use

ka '''ss's-

ueuseu\eue\ of the ocean and waterways for-
transportation

forfor-

tranbportationtransportationtranbportation ,, fishingthhing ,, and offshoreofT.horeofThore. oil-

development
oiloil-

developmentdevelopment means it is esessentialential that-
the

thatthutthut-

thethe Coastoa t Guard be ready and able to-

provide
toto-

provideprovide aassistancelstunce in emergencies ,,
*'"'

the senatorssenntors wrote inil) (Ihlthehe) letter to-

Andrews
toto-

AndrewsAndrews ,.,

According to the AlaskaAlukll, senatorssenator& , 86-

lives
8686-

liveslives were lostlo.tlot. in maritimemuritime accidents ,

but 222 lives were saved by the Coast-
Guard

CoastCoatCoat-
Guard

,
Guard in 1984 .., AlsoAbo ,, the Coast Guard-
patrolled

Glard-
patrolled

GuardG\lardGlard\
patrolledmonitoringAlnbka'smonitoringAlaska's530,000530000,, milesmile$ monitoring
Alaska'sAlaskasAlnbka'sAlnbkas' fifishericfisherieshcrie $ and issued over 200-

citations
200200-

citationscitations atut a costcst,? pfof'?f $$5050 million in
1984 ..

""II havehuve every exexpectationectation that thethese-
o

theseee-

operntmgooperatingoperntmgerating fundsfund w\\wwillwitwbe\ ()\ be restored to the-

Coast
thethe-

CoaCoastCoa 1 Guard budgetWorkedsaid, " Stevens said .

""InIn additionuddition , I'veIve'' Corkedworked to10 seesce thaI-
u

that-

a
thaithat

au portion of a $$375375 million capital ap-

propriation
apap-ap' ¬"-

propriationpropriation for theth\1th1\, CoastCoust Guard will-

benefit
willwill-

benefitbenefit AlaskaAla\kAlak\ .., This money is in thethe-

Defense
the-

Defenbe
thcithetheII

DefenseDefenbe bill and will be uuseded to pure-purepure-
chase

pur-
cha

purpur--
chachasee patrol boats , C-130C130- aircraft and-

helicopters
andand-

hclicoptershelicoptershclicopters ,, "
![t'WithtWith'WlthWlth'WithWith''Wltha'Witha' a billion dollar fishingfibhing ''in-

dustry
In-

dUbtry
inIn-In'in-'in-¬-

dustrydUbtry and a foreign fisheryfibhery three times-
the

limes-
the

timeslimes
the volume of the statetatc fisheryfi\heryfihery\ ,, the need-
for

needneed-
forfor enforcement Is clear , " Murkowski-
And

MurkowMurkowskikiki-

undandund StevcpsStevcflbSteveps wr0tewrote Inith-

e

in the letter ",,

r

i-

the
, , ,


