
,

ManiilaqManiilaqrespondsresponds to
NSBon
NSBNO

,, on detachment
II-

WeWe iiresirere disturbeddlMurbed by the el fortsfort of-

some
of

someome ()ofif the North Slope Borough'sBoroughsBorough'' ,I,

hirehiredhiredstaff<) staff to didiscrediteredlt our efforts to-

give
toto-

givegive Uitl1thrrthrrresidentsreresidentsldentS ' of pur reregionlon the op-

portunity
op-opop -¬. !

portunityportanit}' to exercise thetheiftheir, f cdnstituccmstiueonlttu, >.,
IlonationalI rightnght to self-governmentselfgovernment- .

developlongtermWe have worked hard to developadevelop aa-

longtermJong-termJongtermlong-termlong-- economic babasee fofOffob' our ptpco-

pie
ppo-

ple
ppo-ppopco-pcoo-

pe
o-o-

peplepie! .. The Red Dog minemme ,, presently-
located

prepresentlyentlyently-
locatedSlopeBoroughlocatedlocated within the North Slope-
Borough

Slope
Borough ,, will not only provideproville critical-

lobs
cntleal-

lobb
criticalcntleal

jobslobblobs ,, but it earncan also provide a tax base-

necessary
baen-

ecebbary
basebae,

necessarynecebbary for the eestablishmenttabh hnenl) of-

borough
ofof-

borough
ofaa

borough government for ououriour people-
When

peoplepeoplpeople-
WhenWhen the North Slope Borough-

boundary
Boroughoroughorough-

boundaryboundary wawas, proposed in 1971 we-

objected
wewe-

objectedobjected to itII Unfortunately we did-

not
diddid-

nttnotntt) have fundsfund, to send people to the-

Local
thethe-

LocalLocal BoundBoundaryry CommissionComml'slOnCommlslOn' hearing-
where

hearinghtarmghtarmg-
where

;
where the decisiondeclMon wawas made to over-
ride

over-
ride

overover-¬-

ride our )objectiontbJecllon Our objection wawaswas-
thenthen ,,, and is still'1111 ,, basedbaed, on the factfdct that-

the
thatthdtthdt-

thethe lands inm qquestionquestione'lionelion' are traditionally-
used

tradillonall-
yued

traditionallytradillonally
usedued, by the residentsrc"dentrcdent" , of our regionregion ,

especiallye'peciallyepecially' by the people of NoatakNoalakNoatakandNoalakandand-

Kivalina
andand-

KlvahnaKivalmaKlvahnaKivalina
KivalmaThisKlvahnaThisKivalinaThis

This fact was formallyformallyrecognizedrecognized-
in

reeogrecognizedlzedlzed-
mSlopeRegionalinm 119729721972 by officials of the ArcticArclle SlopeSlope-
RegionalRegional CorporaCorporationlion when they-
agreed

theythey-
agreedagreed to the boundariesboundaneb that now-

separate
nownow-

scparateseparatescparate the ArcticArcllc Slope Regional-
Corporation

RegionalRegumalRegumal-
CorporationCorporation and the NANA Regional-
Corporation

RegionalRegional-
ClIrpotationCorporationClIrpotation . These corporationeorporation, boun-
daries

boun-
danes

bounboun-¬-
dariesdanes leave two million acresacres of tradi-

tional
traditradi-¬.-

tionallIonal NANA lands within the North-
Slope

NorthNorth-
SlopeSlope Borough ,., It Is this land thatthdt wewe-

are
we-

areare seeking to detach from the North-
Slope

NorthNorth-
SlopeSlope Borough ..

The people of our region have only-
two

onlyonly-
twotwo alternativesalternallve for detachment of the-

disputed
thethe-

dl'puteddisputeddl'puteddlputed' lands which would place the-

North
thethe-

NorthNorth Slope Borough boundary where

itbelpngsit belbehmgs; ngs Under state'taletalestale' law , thethin NorthNorth-
Slope

North-
SippeSlopeSippe Borough can petitionpelillon the {,.LocalI.oclilIoclil.ocalocal..oca-

lBoundaryBoundaryoundary COmmlCommission""onon for a bb<boundaryJunddrydundarydundary-
change

Junddry-
changechange or the ;CommissionerCommlssloner 0-
1Department

of-

Department
oi01of

Department ofor CommuCommunitylty andand-
Regional

and-
ReglonlllRegionalReglonlll Affairs canclln petitionpeUllo!) (foror a-

change
aa-

changechange In thetheth.e. mtereinterestt of harmonyhdrmony , we-

have
wewe-

hlillehav.ehavehlille. met WllthWithw1lith| stafftaff and the ''NorthNorthNorth-
Slope

North-
SlopeSlope BoroUgh aassembly' embly numerousnun\eroununerounumerous-
times \times in the piastPfttlast, three yearsyeaf' to dJ'cudJcudiscussdiscuss-
this

' "
thlthis issue Our effortseffort, culminatedculnunatelllnculminatedinculnunatellln-
dn

inin-

anandn agreement thatthdt would haveh"vehvehive" had thethe-

North
the-

NorthNorth Slope Borough petitionpellllon forfor-

detachment
for-

detachmentdetachment hhidd their residentsrebldent agreedagreed-
m

agreed-
ininm a referendumreferendt\mreferendtmeferendqm\ vote held October I1 ,

1985 UnfortunatelyUnfor1undtelyUnfoitunately: , by a slimslim-
margin

hmhm-

margmmarginmargm , the teMdentresidentsesidents of theIhe NorthNorth-
Slope

North-
SlopeSlope BorollgBorougBorougp, rejected the plan bet-

ween
betbet-

weenween the two regionsregion' to reresolveolve thisthlthis-

Issue 'issuel"lIellIe"issueThel"lIeTheThe only optionopllon leftlelt torfor uus, wawas, toto-

reque
to-

requestrequestreque t that the CommissionerComml loner of01of-

Community
01-

CommunityCommunity anand Regional AffairsMfdll'!> peti-

tion
pell-

lion
petipell-pellpeti--¬-

tionlion the LocalLocaloundaryBoundaryoundary Cmni"onf-
or

CommissionC/mni"onCmni"onmnionCommission-
for

/) ""
for the dctachmdetachmentnt on (purJutput behalf We-

have
WeWe-

havehave rhadcnlddemade that requesteque'tequetequest' ,. and hohope that-

the
thatthutthut-

thethe CommissionCommissionerr will enensureure thaithat the-

merits
thethe-

mermermeritst of our popositionillon are pesentpesentedpesenttd:d to-

the
toto-

theprocessTherethe LBC through the public process
There isI' no otherotherotherwayway thatIhat our po-

lion
posi-

tion
posi-posiposipo-po" -¬-

tionlion can behe heard and a dedecisionlMon made-
to

mademade-
toto correcorrccorrectt the boundary errprernrcrrpr) .

AfterAlter threcmreehree years 6ffdf discussiondlscusion, and-

negotiation
andand-

nenenegotiationotial1On with our NorthNonh Slope-
neighbors

SlopeSlope-
nelghborneighborsnelghbor , we arearc unhappy that an-

agreement
anan-

agreementagreement could not be reached ,. and-

that
andand-

thutthatthut we are now forced to go to DCRA-
to

DCRADCRA-
toto reclaim our traditionaltraditionaltradllionallandslands . WeWe-

believe
We-

believebelieve thatlI1at our position is morallymorully andand-

legally
and-

legallylegally rightraght and will prevail ififwewe arc-

given
arearcare-

givengiven our constitutionalconMltullonal rightsraght, to10 due-

process
duedue-

procesprocessproces'


