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Alaskan teachers awarded presidentialresldential awards for excellence

by .Louiseloulc, , SUIIJl1OCI'I-

I

Sagrnoen-
I

SugmoenSUIIJl1OCI'ISUIIJl1OCIISagrnoenSugmoenlu-

rtdrfl 'IIlurtdrfluntirour\ururrA\ rA ffnctrnierinmcarinm-

caPresident

\,\n\ctnct\ '.
PrePresidentldent RopulURI\l1uldRIl1uldRttltaid\ RcugunReagan arinoune-

ed
ttriiuninounl\llIllCunlllIllCarinouneunlllIllC-

cd \)
edcd the selectclectll1r\clectll1rselectionclectll1roflort\ of I10404 teachersteacher%

throughoutthr\lIghoufthrlIghouf\) the UnitedUmt\UmtUniteUmtSj,\!! SjSlatesSfatestc tqto receive-
the

teceVe-
the

receiveteceVe)

the PrcPresidentialldc"tI,1ldctI1" ,, AwardjAwIrdAwards, . for ExcellenceExcellence-
InmIn ScienceScicnce and MathematicsMlthcmutiMatheinatic, s$ TeachingTeachmg ..

TeachersTeacher. were selectedcle ted on the babasUbasisi , of-

classroom
ofof-

dclassroomd ro\lmrolm\ performancepcrformmceperfoemanc.eperfoemance, '
. ,,. studentIl\dentIldentsta.tdentstatdent\. propro-

gress
pro-

gregregress ., rtndand prl1fcprofessional, . onul endcendeavors-
The

endeavorsendeavors-
The

vorsvors-
TheThe White HouseHOll.eHOlleHotme. announceduhnouncedahnouuccd ,, fromfrom-

CVI'I

from-

evciyCVI'ICVIIL-vciyLvciyevciyevciystate- ' y statetute an otilstandoutstandingo\lhtandlngolhtandlng\ ingsciencescience and-

inathenlati.s
andand-

nMhell1atlvmathematicsnMhell1atlvinathenlati.sinathenlatis;. . teuchciteuchertettchet WUwas' .selected.eleetedeleeted as-

i

aas
iIiccipicnteClplemccipicnt of the coveted award-

rwo
4ward-

rwo
award4wardaward-

TwoTworwo AIIAlaskan, kan teacherstcuchers Elaine-
Jacobson

ElaineElamcElamc-
jIClIINlnJacohsonjIClIINlnJacobson, of FairbanksFnrhunk, Lathrop Hig-

h'T

HighHigh'-

A'"""ItIt'TT///'A'AA/ '
.,\% madetirade meone excitedt-

abour
excitedexcited-

aboutabouttabour teateaching''hinfhinf.: .' ., .
""

SchoolS'hoolShool,' anddnd Irene MurphyMurphyofofor Barrow-
High

BarrowBdrrowBdrrow-
HighHigh <;Schoolchooltrdveledtraveled to WashingtonWa.hmgtonWahmgton. ,,

DDCC to meetmeel with 102 other honored-
teachers

honoredhonored-
teacherteachersteacher.
teachersMurphy

Murphy who excelled aas. ada-

ntathematict
d-

mathematicmathematicsmathematicntathematict,, tealeatherteacher,her dealdeals with ap-

proxiniitely
apap-

proxirvUtely
ap-ap-.

proxirvUtelyproxlni\telyproxlnitelyproxiniitely.,\ 90students90 .students.tudentstudents inm her calculus-

courses
calculuscalculu

courcoursese" ,, algebra courses ,,. aridand a-

geometry
aa-

geometrygeometry courcoursee fleforei3eforeefMe being hired-

by
hired-

by
hired

by thetile North Slope BoroughBI1rough School-

District
SchoolShoolShool-

DI

,
DIDistricttnct fivelive years ago .she.hehe wwas told-

there
toldtold-

therethere worewere no teachingteuching positionsoMtion open-
She

openopen-
SheShe hcurdheard thatIhat twice before shehe wawaswas-

hiredhiredhired"The""TheThe tactfactt clII\.l11clII.l11clII.l11l11that\. I won the awardawardsinksMilksinks-

in
sinks.

inm more1110rc anddnd more luJustt the other day-

the
dayddYddY-

thethe mayor recognizedrecogmzed me I'mIm'' really-
excited

reallyreally-
excitedexcited aboutnbout the awarddwnrd and my-

students
my

studentstudent arc too100 IIIt'sIts'\ made me excited-
about

excitedexcited-
aboutabout teachingteachmg " MurphyM\lrphyMlrphy\ saidald While-
she

WhileWhile-
heshe,he ss, expressedexpre"edexpreed" pleasurepleaure, aboutabout-

teaching
about-

teachingteachingteachingshe,shehe alsoaho tcejsfeehfeels her bludenstudents" en-

joy
en-

oy
enen-en--.

joy)oyJOY thelhe mathmnth coursescour'ecoure' . ""MyMy students-
enjoy

studentsbludem,
enjoy mathmnlh II don'idonidoo'tdootdon'tdont'' thinkthll1k theytheywouldwould-
take

wouldwould-
tdketaketdke thatthai much mathmdth if they didn'tdidnt' en-

joy
enenJ-

OYjoy itII
"" ,shehe ,said<IId, _____

One of herrtudentsher #studentsrtudentst de t , Mike HHowellHowell-
thinks

wellwell-

thlnkthinksthlnk she'ssheshe\hehethe'\ the bebest1 mathmnth teacherlencher he-

had
he's-

had
he'sheshe\he'\

had ., He saysay hohe excelled in (ninth(11ath11athmath on-

his
onon-

hishis ScholaScholastictHJ Aptitude TestTet, "'"II just-
moved

jUt-
moved

justjUt,
moved to, Barrow lastIdt, yetiryeuryear and she's-
really

she'ssheshe'sheshe's-
really

''

really helped merhe adjustadjut, to ,thehe higherhigher-
academic

higher-
aeadenllcacademicaeadenllc ,standardsIdnddrlh q!ofIf' Barrow High-
Schcxil

HighHigh-
SehxISchoolSeh/xISehxISchcxil/ !.., ItIf the nldjomajohtymajority''ltylty doedoesn'tdoesntri'trit' unders-
tand

undersunder *'
!landtandnnd !she'llshellbhc'lIbhclIhe'llhell' review everything ,*. My-

other
MyMy-

otherother mathnlath teachersteachets wouldn'twouldntwouldn'' , do ththat!..,

She getgets down on the students1studentstudenls '! levellevel-
the

level\level... ''vv"' \

The BarrowBurrow seniorenlor is takingt4king an adad-

vanced
ad-

vanced
ad-ad¬-

vanced calculuscalculu coursecour.ecoure. from Murphy ,,

RitkRI\.kRI.kRI.kkRick\. Miller ,. another .senior.cmorcmor hahas beenbeen-
a

been-
ul1ena student\ul1en\ul1en\ ul1enof\ of Murphy'sMurphys'' for three yearsyearFears" ,

He plansJplans to1totd attend the UniversityUniver'ltyUniverlty' of-

Alaska
oforor-

AlukllAlaskaAlukll, ,. FairbanksFUlrbal1kq then ttnntransferfer to the-

University
the \,

Ul1IvcrUniversitylty of CaliforniaCahfornlU , LosLtssUI ' fAl1gclcngclqsngelcsngelc-
slast

.,,.1.11111Uistlast' ( yearyenr he completecompletel1! N-1N1hihl - mathtnathinath rerev.,

quiremcntsqUlrementquirements' for graduationgraduIIIl1n, buthut he tooktxktook-
at

( )

,#'at rpaihI)1I1hI1I1hMouth)( clati5daclasss' thlthiftthir{ year Wtf\(1< "prepareprepare"pre(1lrepre1lre"prepi.rreprepi.rreprepirre"" (!. fforf

- ---- - .--collegercollegecollege---r-----r-,.
MillerMlllcr surd.said.tlldtlld ,.

.""SheSheShe'sShes' s an-

understanding
annna---nan-nn-

under.tandmgunderstandingunder.tandmgundertandmg. teacher II you htlvehavehalve aIII-
Iperonal

a-

personalpersonalper\onalperonal\ .".
problem ,shehe can alsoIIho help-

you
helphelp-

youyou
Another senioremor ,. HelenHclen AIAlbertert ,,. plans-

to
plansplnn.

to go intoitnp the science fieldlicld where she-

feels

,shehehe-

feeh(eelsfeehfeels a strongblrong mathmnth backgroundbnckground is-

necessary
I-

Sneceary
is

necessaryneceary. , '""I'mIm"I'lnIln4I'ni4Ini''' taking a physics-
course

phyphysicslc '
coursecoure, The previous mathmllthmathcourseacoursea-
helped

coursescourseacou"ecoue"
helped methe " In describingdecrrhmg, her mat-

h"She's

math

1"""She'sShes''SheShe '''ss not only a-

teacher
aa-

teacherteacher , but a very-

good
veryvery-

goodgood friend . .. ..
""

teacherleacher shehe ,saidaid , ""She'sShes"She\"SheShe"Shenot'\ not only-

teacher
onlyaonly aa-

leacherteacherleacher ,, but a very good friend Hei-

work
HeiHelHel-

workwork doesn'tdoesntdoe.n'ldoe.nldoenl. '' end inm theIhe classroom-
She's

clnclassroomroomroom-

SheSheShe'sShes'" IIIalwaysway ' thereIhere as aIIat friendfrrend "
While Murphy hashatsha . the ability toto-

Illdke

to-

makemakeIlldke one of high shxIschools, ( ) '' mostmot, dread-

ed
dreaddredddredd-

cdedcd coursescour.e\cour.ecour.eenjoyable. \ enjoyable she.hehe. alsouho makesmukebmakes-
college

mukeb-
collegecollege easieren'lcrenlcr' fortor studentsSludent ""I'veIve'' hadhddhdd-

II

had-

aaII lot of students go into engineering-
Two

engineeringenglneenngenglneenng-
TwoTwo have graduatedgradualed fromfrolll West Point-

I'm
PointPom!

'I'mIm' more intoIllto preparing studentsIudents to10 go-

into
gogo-

IntoInto college "' MentioningMentiol1lng the SAT-

she
SATSAT-

bheshebhe said , ""TheyThey have to do Otreme-
ly

eextreme-
ly

extreme-extremeOtreme-Otremetrel11e -.
lyIy well in mathematicsmdthemallcs to10 exqellexcellekaell in-

math
inmm-

malhmathmalh ( inm theIhe: SAT ) " Murphy alsoalo, exerrerr-
plained

¬.
plainedplalned what gave her the greatest-
pleasure

greate.t-
pleasure

greatestgreate.tgreatet.
pleasure .., ""BarrowBarrow studentstudentq exeellexcellexcellinexcellin-
mlIh

in-

math
in

mathmlIh, ., 'I'mIm'' justJut, as plenpleaseded aboutllbout thdthat!..
"'" '

TheTho 35-year-olq35yearolq35'year-ol35'year35yearol35-year-oldold-' -- teacherleacher ended up in-

Continued

inmm-
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BarrowBdrrow when her huhusbandband Wdwas-

transferred
was'

trantransferredferred there inm hhis" fieldfielo ot01of work-
"I'm

workwork-
"I'mapdnfromapartfrom""I'mIm"''' not a perpersonon who can live apartapdn
tromfrom mvmlmy' family , " ,shehe 'said'diOdiOsaid-

Lathrop

said-

LathropLathrop High School teaeheiledchelteachet Elaine-
Jacobson

EIlIne-
J4cobbon

ElaineEIlIne,

JacobsonJ4cobbon who excelled inm ,science-
teaching

scienceClenceClence-
tedchmgtqachmgtedchmgteaching wawas in111 her classroomeld"roomeldroom" when-

her
whenwhen-

herher hllhusbandband brought the letter to10 het-

"My
hel-

"My
herhelhet

""MyMy huhusbandband broughtbroughl the letter intomtomto-
me

into-
meme TheThc letter |lUlustust" ,saidaid the While-
Hou

WhiteWhileWhite-
HouseHouHousee You don'tdont' get thatthdt very oftenonen '

,shehe 'said'diddid describingde'iCrabmgdeiCrabmg' when ,shehe Wdwas' first-

notified
firsttiNtiN-

noufied
notifiedRathcinotifiedRathei
notifiednoufied

RathciRdthelRathei thanthdn makingl11ukmgl11ukmgcollegemakingcollegecollege prepara-
tion

preparaprepdruprepdru-
U1I1tionU\1I1U1I1\ ,a,1111lIn1111lInmammain, goalgoul JacobsonJdcobon, feelfeels, it'sits11\11111111'\ tin-

portant
mi1111tin111-

1port,1I11portantport,1I11port1I11, to make highschoolhightugh schoolstudents,schoolchool students-
enjoy

,studentstuden! '
enjoy the proceprocess' otof learningledrnmg although-
she

althoughdlthough
shehe "said"udud ,,

'''EveryEvery yearyeur there 'seems'eeln-'eelneeln'eeln10- 10-

be
to10to-

bebe one or two thaithat majormaJIH In-

chel11i'try
inin-

chemistrychemistrychel11i'trychel11itry' ' She feelfeels, theIhe approx-
nnately

approxapprox1I-

1111telyunately1I1111telynnately 90 studentstuoent who aredre In hei-

chemistry
heihelhe-

lchem"trychemistrychem"trychemtry" andandsciencescienceclence courcourseseb can-

apply
cancuncun-

IIpplyapplyIIpply scienceience and cheniistrti-
anywhere

ehenmmcheniistrtichemistehenmma-
nywhere

rv
anywhere , notntJII(} justt in111 college ''ItIt ap-

pliesjust
up-

plics
ap-

plies
up-upap-ap--

plicspliespliesjustjustjut, das well in the kitchen aas, in-

college
inmm-

collegecollege LearningLearl1lng iyi > a life long pro-

Coss
propro-

cececerfsCoss It can be a lottot ofot furtfun "

JacobsonJdcobon, who moved toI\I\)IAlaAlaAlaskakaka-

rr _ '

he-lorehelorebclorebefore- 'statehood'IdtehxoIdtehxo, ) hdhas taUghttdughl atdt I(Lathrop"ithrop"thropthrop
14 yearsyear, <;Shehe gotgot her bachelorbllehelor and-
master

anddnddndl-

11al11amasterter degreesfrontdegreesdegree, frontfrom the UmversiuUI1IVerblt\UI1IVerbltUniverMtrUI1IVerbltot\ of-

Alaska
otofot-

AldAldAlaskaa FairbanksFturbank, She anddl1d herhcr hue-
hand

huhushue,
hand WilliamWdlidm have two children ,andmoand-
tour

mo-

InurlourInurtour grandchildrengrdndchlldrcngrandchildren-
In

grdndchlldrcn-
InIn additiondodilion itto) the presidentialpre\ldenUdlclIpreldenUdlclI\ Lila-

lion
LIULila,'

lion anddnd the tour-daytourdayfour-dayfour-- ,, expenexpensee paid-

trip
pUld-

tnp
paidpUld

triptnp to the capitolclpllolclIcapitolcity, citynt >) , JacobsonJdcobon, ,and-
Murphy

andmdmd-

MurphyMurphyMurphyreceivedreceived $$5,0005000$5X105X10:''iXJOiXJO, ( grangrants" from-
thc

from-
the

tromfrom
thethc NationalNdtu1I1dl <;Sciencelen" , c FoundationFounddllon 'fm-

their
lotfm""II"I-

theirtheir ,schoolschool , whichwhkhwhkhcdnwhichcancancdn behche 'spent'l1Cntl1Cnt 0\0os\out0cl(clcl-

t

. ii-

twottwoWI> years-
Begun

yearsyedryears-
Begun

'
Begun m111in 1983198 , thethc Presidentlil-

Awards
PresidentialPre\ldenlltlPreldenlltlPresidentlilPreldenlltl-

A
\ ,,

AAwardswdrd , programprogrdl11 is" designeddC\lgncddClgncd\ 'to0 idea-
my

llten-
lit

ulenlltenidea
tillitmymyoutstanding>) outstandingoutwndmgJulllol, junioijuniot highhighdndanddndandwetter'sec'ClIClIwetterwette-
rdart

on'"<..1M1MJurydart)' ,schoolch'1J1ch1J1'( 'science'lieneelienee andJnd mathematicsI11dthel11Ullcmathetnaii.smathetnaiismathetnaii.s-
teachers

( . '
teachersteacher who canldn serveervc das' modelsI11IJdcl, Inl-

their
fur-

their
toiInlfur

their colleaguescollcJgue' The programprogrdl11 is" ,also-

designed
alsoII " ,

oedesignedlgned titoIV) provide increasedmcreded, status-
and

statustII\ItIII, \ '
anddnd rewardsrewMd, torlor demonstrateddemontrdted, proles-
sionalism

prolesprofe'
'sionalism'IOndl"mIOndlm" '"so that highhtgh qualityqlldllt\qlldlltqualitsqlldlltIII\ II-

Idlvlduall
in-

divlduuls
mIIIin

dividuulsdlvldualldivlduuls will bebc encencouraged< } urdged uto) enter-
and

entel-
Jnd

ometentelenter
andJndteachingTeacherstedchingTealhcrbto remainremall1 m111in teachingtedching

TeachersTealhcrb mayntay be nominatednOl11mdtcd bby) cnl-

league
colcnlcol-

leaguesleaguesleague. ,. adl11ll11administratorstrator , studentstudent nl-

parent
ornlor-

parentsparentsparent ofoftudenofstudents,students! WinningWlI1l11ng teachers-
are

teachersteacher,
arcurcare ,judgedudged on their effeeffectiveness!lvcne " m111in thethlthe-

classroom
'

classroomdd"roomddroom" ,, their impact on students-
and

studentstuoent '
and their professionalprote"lOndlprotelOndl" goulgoals, and-

activities
anddl10dl10-

uctlVllleactivitiesuctlVllle
- ,


