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Tanana Chiefs Conference President ""SpudSpud "' Williams

Natives can advance without losing tribal identity
By LINDA LOR.JENKINST-
undra

LORDJENKINST-

undra
LORD-JENKINSLORDJENKINSLOR.JENKINSLORJENKINS[).-

Tundra TimTimesTimes-

Alaska

. . EditorEditor-

ola

Editor-

one

\o\laolaMaskaAlaska> a 'Natives'atlvesatlves (.ananCan. advJnce-

With

advanceadvJnceadvance-

withwith the rest ot01of the state andand-

natIOn

and-

nationnation without losinglosmg theIheirtheir" tn-

bal

to-

bal

tritnto
bal identityIdenllty , accordingaccordmg toto-

speaker
oneone-

is

one-

speakerspeaker on an AFN conventIOn-

panel
conventionconvention-

panelpanel devoted to discussing tn-

ahsm
tn-

b

to-

balism
tritnto

bbalbalismahsmism
ahsmWilhambalismWilliamismWilliam

WilliamWilham ""SpudSpud " WilliamsWilliams-

preSIdent
Williams-

presidentpresident ot01of the TananaTanJna ChiefsChiefs-

Conference

Chiefs-

ConferenceConference toldt"ldtld" AHAf-NAfNAl-NAl-- '" convenconveyconven-

tlon

convey-

ironliontloniron delegates that it KISis-

ire

possibleposslhleposslhle-

to
possible-

toto advance inIII technologjtechnologtechnology) andand-

education
and-

educationeducation without losinglosmg Iden-

tll
ideniden-

utytlltityuty) as an AlaskaAlaskJ ""alive-
But

Native"alivealiveNative-

But

Native-

ButBut thethey) mustmusl rememberrememherremember-

who
rememher-

whowho thethey>) areJre and ffightght to prepre-

serve

pre-

serveserve the organizationsorgJmzatlOns thatthat-

their
Jre-

the
areJreireire-

Tiepelman

thetheir" tribestnbes ,. saids'lldslld' WilliamsWllhamsWilliams-

He

Williams-

He

Wllhams-

HeHe spoke on a panelpar.1par1. . whICh-

mcluded
whichwhich-

includedincludedmcluded Tlmgit/HaidaTlmgitHaidaThngll/HaldaThngllHaldaThngtt/HatdaThngttHatda/ CentralCentral-

C

Central-

CouncilCCouncilounul presidentpreSlden I John HopeHope-

and
Hope-

andand DennisDenms TiepelmanTlepelmanTrepelman thethe-

AFN
the-

AFNAFN lobbyist inm WashingtonWashmgtonWashington-

DC
Washmgton-

DCDCDC-

spoke
DCHope

Hope andand-

primarily
TiepelmanTlepelman spokespoke-

pnmanlyprimarilypnmanlypnmanlyofprimarilyofof the proposed fedfed-

eral
fed-

eraleral government budget cutscuts-

which
cuts-

whichwhich will wipe out many ofof-

the
of-

the
Tiepelmanjob

the services to Alaska NativeNativesNatives-

Those
Natives-

Those
?

Those servicessemces includemclude many ofof-

the
of-

thethe Bureau of Indian AffairsAffairs-

Day
Affairs-

DayDay Schools ,. job trainingtrammg pro-

grams
pro-

grams
propro-¬-

grams , health care to somesome-

areas
some-

areasareas , and general aSSIStanc-

efunds

assistance-

funds
assistance

funds
fundsBut

But despite the gnmgfUTlgrin PiC-

ture
picpic-

ture
PiC-PiC¬-

ture , WilliamsWllhams told the dele-

gates
dele-

gates
deledele-¬-

gates to not lose themselvcthemselvesthemselves-

m

themselves-

ininm despairdespau over the budgetbudget-

cuts
budget-

cutscuts
cuts"We""WeWe have been here forfor-

thousands
for-

thousandsthousands and thousands ofof-

years
of-

yearsyears and don'tdontdon'ldonl' forgetforgel II-

We've
itIIit-

We'veWe'veWeve'' had our own governgovern-govern:.¬-

mentmerit Don'tDont' get worked upup-
about

up-
aboutabout those cuts We'veWeve' hadhad-

government
had-

governmentgovernment without thosethose-

budget
those-

budgetbudget cuts inm the past andand-

we'll
andw-

e'llwe- 'llwe- llwe- 'llwe- llwe'llwell'' have our government inmin-

the
m-

thethe futuretuture "

WilliamsWllhams saidSJld many of thethe-
NatIVe

the-

NativeNative regional nonon-profitnonprofit- cor-

poratIOns
cor-

porations
cor-cor-

porationsidentityexienhave ""bb"becomebecome " thethe-

BIA

the-

BIAB1ABIA ,. the IndiIndi-

the
Indian Health ServIce .,

the CompreComprehenSIve Training-

and
TrammgTrainingTrammg-

and
.

and :.EmploymentI.mploymentImployment ActAd ""WeWe"We-

have
"We-

havehave become the bUTbureaucrat'sbureaucratsbureaucrat's-
bureaucrat

aucrat'saucratsaucrat's-
bureaucrat

'

bureaucrat
bureaucratHe

He said Native corporacorporationscorporations-
have

lionslions-
havehave to be very careful not toto-

jail
to-

lolltalljaillolljailmtolollintointomto the trap of becomingbecommgbecommg-

Ihe
becoming-

thetheIhe government and forgettingforgettmgforgetting-
that

forgettmg-
thatthat thethey>) are tribaltnbal orgamza-

lions
organiza-

tions
organizaorgamza-orgamzaorganiza-¬-

tionslions
tions"Welions"We""WeWe should not bebeanbean-
stun

an oxextenexiententen-

SlimsionSlimstun of the federal or exiengovstate-

government
state-

government
state

government or any otherother-

than
gov-

ernment
govgov- ¬.-

ernmenternment-

US

than ourselves , " Wil-

liams
WilWIIWil-¬.-

liamshams told the groupgroup-

He

group-

He

group-

HeHe said the attempts toto-

wipe
to-

wipewipe out tribaltnbal governrgovernmentsgovernments-
have

governments-
havehave been fairlyfauly succesuccessful_ . . .,

and for Alaska Natives to coicom-

bat
comcom-.-

bat that , they should remem-

ber
rememremem-¬.-

ber who theytheftheyaretheyare-
"The

" areare-

"The
are-

"The""TheThe educaeducation- " !ton process hashas-

lold
has-

told
' - -

toldlold us we are aUall US . c\lZensclZenscitizenscitizens-

True
clZens-

True
\!

True
True"BuTrue"But""BuBu"ButButt above all else we areare-

Alaska
are-

AlaskaAlaska NatIves first We are c-

Izens
cit-

izens
c\-ccit-cit\! -

Izens of the UnttedUntied StatesStates-

second
States-

secondsecondsecondandandandcItIZenscItIZens of the statestate-

government
state-

governmentgovernment thIrd ."
WWilliamshams quoted people asas-

saying
as-

saymgsaymgsaying the state and federalfederal-

governmenl
federal-

governmentgovernmenlgovernment ""gavegave " Alaska NaNa-

tives
Na-Na.-

tlvestives 44 milhonmillion acres of landland-

and
land-

andand S5003500S500milhon3500millionmilhonmillion '""rheyrhey'TheyThey didn'tdidntdidn't-
give

didn't-
give

'

*"* .*givegive-

he
us

'"""TT'TheThe"Thehe_ onlyonlyeason-,-easoneasonreason they bebe-be-.

came mterestedinterestedinterestedinmin ''glvmgglvmg'givinggiving '

us somethingsomethmg is when theythey-

found
they-

foundfound oil011 Now they are trytry-

ling

try-

mgingmgling to stealstealOUrour identityIdentllY "
He recountedrecountedrecentrecent statestate-

challenges
state-

challengeschallenges to the Indian Reser-

vation
Rese-

rvaton
ReserReser-¬-

vationvaton! Act , the Indian ChildChild-
Welfare

Child-
WelfareWelfare Act ., and the provisiiprOVISionprOVISion-
of

provision-
ofof the Ala-iAlaiAlaska- " NNationalNallonallnterestNallonallnterest-
Lands

, , , , I !InterestInterest-

Lands

. .
Lands CoCo-

applies
ConservatIOn AotAct as IIitI-

Iapplies

it-

appliesapplies to submerged lands and-

said
and-

said
and

said the state is now tryingtrymg toto-

"take
to-

"take""taketake away our identityIdenlIty "
""TheyThey say the Land ClaimsClaims-

Act
Claims-

ActAct washed our skinsskms whitewhite-

and
white-

andandandcleansedcleansed our souls of In-

dlanness
In-

dlanness
In-

dlanness
In-In-

dlanness ".
He said that Alaska NativesNatives-

should
Natives-

shouldshould fight this governmentalgovernmental-
attempt

governmental-
attemptattempt to stamp out N.tlve-

ness
Naive-

mess
NativeN.tlveNtlveNaive.

nessmess> by sittingslltmg down andand-

"teaching
and-

"teachmg" Cching"teachmgteachmg"teachingteaching children what ittt is toto-

be

to-

bebe an IndIndmIndianm "

Natives will have to do thatthat-

because
that-

becausebecause the educalloneducation systemsystem-

won't
system-

won'twon'twont' ,. said WilliamsWllhams '""WhereWhere'Where"Where-

are ''Where-

areare" ourur television programs onon-

Indian
on-

IndianIndianin heroes We havehave-

to
have-

to
have-

toto continuecontlllue to educate ourour-

youth
our-

youthyouthyouthonon what it is to be InIn-

dlan
In-

in

In-

thandlanthanin ".
That isn'tisnt' a difficult thingthmgthmg-

to
thing-

toto do ,. said WilliamsWllhams who refer-

red
refer-

red
referrefer-¬-

red to the PolishPoilsh people whowho-

have
who-

havehave been conquered repeated-
ly

repeatedrepeated- ¬.-
ly and are now engaged inm aa-

fIght
a-

fightfight to retainretam theirtheu nghts-

and
rightsnghtsrights-

andand identityIdenuty , and to the Japan-

ese
Japan-

ese
Japan-

who
Japan-Japan-

ese! who have become ""Wesler-

nlZed
"WesterWester"WeslerWesler"Wester-

sizednlZedsized, . ;ed" but have retainedretamed theirtheutheir-

identities
theu-

IdentitIesidentities
identities'ThereidentitiesThere

'"'ThereThere' are still JapaneseJapanese-

and
Japanese-

andand PolishPohshPohshculturesPolishculturescultures Will theythey-

be

they-

bebe able" to sayy the same forfor-

Will

for-

usus?" Will they one day talktalk-

about
talk-

aboutabout Alaska Natives or NativeNative-

Alaskans
Native-

AlaskansAlaskans ?" _


