
UTTERSLETTERS

LETTERSDisarm

Disarm the ""federalfederal gun" at our heads
To the Editor :

The Assistant SecretarySecletal)' ofof-

Interiol.lndl3ll
of-

InteriorIndianInterior-IndianInteriorIndianInteriol.lndl3llInteriollndl3ll-. AffairsAffalfS lecently-
sent

recentlylecentlyrecently-
sentsent a letter to all villagesvillages-

whele
villages-

wherewherewhele a BIA-fundedBIAfundedBIA.fundedBIAfunded-. $schoolChaol isis-

operating

is-

operatmgoperatingoperatmg.. The assistant secre-

tary

secre-

tary
secresecre-¬-

tary , Ken Smith , said inm thethe-

letter

the-

letterletter that budget decisions hadhad-

been

had-

beenbeen made to close Mt . Edge-

cumbe
Edge-Edge.-.

cumbe and 20 BIA day schoolsschools-

atat the end of this school year .

He also said ""thethe assumptionassumptionI-

Sis that !thehe remainingremammg BIABlABIA-

day
BlA-

dayday schools will be closed at-

the
atat-

thethe end of the 1982-19831982198319821983-
school

19821983-
school

-

school year . "
AAVCPVCP officers andandmembersmembersmembers-

who
members-

whowho attended the NationalNational-
Congress

National-
CongressCongress of AmericanArnencan IndiansIndians-

convention
Indians-

conventionconvention inm Anchorage re-

cently
reore-rerereo-

cently

¬-

cently heard about ththese plansplans-

atat that meeting .. We discusseddISCussed-

Mr

discussed-

MrMr . Smith'sSmiths' announcementannouncement-
with

announcement-
withwith delegates from other partsparts-

of
parts-

ofof Alaska and !thehe UnitedUnited-

States
United-

StatesStates . We also discussed thethe-

Issue

the-

issueIssue wIhwith! attomeysattorneys who werewere-

at
were-

atat the convention .

It is our position that thethe-

announced
the-

announcedannounced plans are as viola-

tion
violaviola-¬.-

tiontlOn of federal law andandregularegula-

tions
regularegula-¬.-

tionslions... They were made withoutwithout-

pnol
without-

priorpnorpnolprior consultation with !he-
Nahve

thehethe-

NativeNahveNative COmmunItIes affected ,

asi requiredrequued by law . The plans ,

made' s inm the way that !hey-
were

theyheythey-

'ere

they-

werewere''ereere,, are also a breachbleach of thethe-

Federal
the-

FederalFederal trust responsIbility toto-

Indians
to-

IndumsIndumsIndians and EskunosEskimos .

We recommendlend to each ofof-

the
of-

thethe village councilcouncilsjuncilj; and otherOtother-

involved
ererm-

volvedinvolvedmvolved village groups thattha1tha1-

they

that-

theythey treat these announcedannounced-
plans

announced-
plansplans as illegal attempts toto-

intimidate

to-

mtumdateintimidatemtumdate Alaska NativesNauves intomtointo-

submissive
mto-

submIssIvesubmissive acceptance of arar-

bitrary
ar-ar¬.-

bitrarybltral}' budget cut proposals .

Smith'sSmiths' letter did not clear-

ly
clearclear-¬.-

lyIy pointpomt out that these budgetbudget-

cutting

budget-

cuttingcutting 'proposals'proposals are proposalsproposals-
which

proposals-
whkhwhichwhkh: the Reagan administra-
tion

administraadminlstraadministra- ¬.-

tiontlon is makingmakmg to the Congress .

Before they become officially aa-

part

a-

partpart of the Federal budget .,

they must be approved by thethe-

Congress
the-

CongressCongress .

Therefore , one action whichwhchwhch-
we

which-

we !we urge allan of you to take is toto-

protest
to-

protestprotest Smith'sSmiths' plans to Sena-

tor
SenaSena-¬.-

tor Stevens , Senator Murkow-

ski
Murkow-

ski
Murkow-Murkow -.

ski , and Congressman Young .

So farfal , we have seen littlelittle-

eVidence

little-

evidenceevidence that our Congression-
al

CongressionCongression- ¬.-

al delegation is doing anythinganything-
toto resist this eliminationelimmatlon ofof-

BIA
of-

BiABIA educational seselVicesservices* " inin-

Alaska
in-

Alaska

' -

AlaskaAlatlra . InIn (factV-tVt-
., we/ . khave healdheardheald-

that
heard-

thatthat some of the Alaska-

Congressional
AlaskaAlaska-

Congressional
.

Congressional delegationdelegaUon havehave-

unofficially
have-

unofficiallyunofficially concurred in thethe-

idea
the-

ideaidea . It Is velvery}' important thatthat-

we

that-

wewe let ourOUI Congressman and-

Senators
and-

Senators
and

Senators know that this is aa-

cntlcal
a-

criticalcriticalcntlcal issue for Ali-JcaAliJcaAla.1caAla1caAlaska.-. Na-

tives
NaNa-¬.-

tives .

Besides drumming our mes-

sage
mesmes-mes-

sage
-¬-

sage to the Congress , we bebe-

lieve
be-bebel-

ieve
-¬-

lieve we should also proceedproceed-

with
proceed-

withwith whatever court actions-

might
actionsactions-

mightmight be necessarynecessal}' ., The ad-

ministration's
ad-adad -¬.

ministration'sministrationsmmlStratlon'smmlStratlons ' neglect to con-

sult
concon-¬.-

sultsuit with us and their refusalrefusal-

toto acknowledge the VSU.sUsU.slov.. ., /gov-

ernment's
gov/lovlovgov- ¬.-

ernment'sernmentsemment'semments' trust obligationobhgation toto-

plovide
to-

provideprovideplovide certain servicesselVices , goesgoes-

beyond
goes-

beyondbeyond the question of BIA-

schools
BIABIA-

schoolsschools inm Alaska .

AtAI the convention inlit AnAn-

chorage
An-An¬.-

chorage , Smith statedstaled that hehe-

did
he-

diddid not view the federal trusttrust-

obhgatlon
trust-

obligationobligationobhgatlon as going beyondbeyond-

land
beyond-

landland holdingshoJdangs . When federal-

law
federalfederal-

lawlaw and BIA regulations whICh-

affmn
whichwhich-

affirmaffirmaffmn a broader trust respon-

sibility
responrespon-¬.-

sibilitySlblllty were read to SoSmithth hehe-

claimed
he-

daunedclaimeddauned to be ignorant ofof-

them
of-

themthem .

If the AdministrationAdmmlStration suc-

ceeds
suesue-

BIA

sue-suesuc-suc-.
ceeds in arbitrarily closing ourour-

BIA
our-

BIABIA schools , what is to stopstop-

them
stop-

themthem from terminating publicpublic-

health
public-

healthhealth services ? The Reagan-

Administration
Reagan-

AdmmlStrallon
ReapnReagan

AdministrationAdmmlStrallon apparently con-

siders
concon-¬.-

siders federal trust responsibi-
lportant

responSIbil-

ity
responsibil-responsibil -

ity as an ummportantunimportantportant thingthing-

which
thing-

whichwhich can be ignored_nored by thethe-

indIVidual

the-

individualindIViduallividual opinion .of a bureau-

crat
bureau-bureau-.

crat .

A related action by SmithSmith-

isis his ordering of a moratonum-
on

moratorium-
on

moratoriummoratonum
on considerationconsideratlon of new appli-

itions
appli-appliappll-appllappli-

cations
appll-

catiolll

-

catiolllcationsitions for BIA contractcontract-
hools

contract-
schools

contract-
schools-hoolshoolsschools- .. This appears to be aa-

direct

a-

directdirect violationVlolallon of law con-

tained
concon-¬.-

tained into The Indian Self-

Determination
Self-Self-.

Determination Act .. AfterAfttrAfter-
meeting

Afttr-
meetingmeeting with''thth AVCP membersmembers-

inin Anchorageige , the TExecuExecutiveExecutive-

Committee
tIVetIV-

eCommitteeCommittee ; votedvOlee! to :support aa-

lawsuIt

a-

lawsuitilawsuItwuit* challengingchallengmg this acac-

tion

ac-ac¬.-

tionuon , if BIAalA attempts to blockblock-

aa contractmtract application from a-

member
aa-

memberinciiibermember village .

As you may know , thethe-

Lower
the-

LowerLower KuskokwrmKuskokwunKuskokwim School Dis-

refuse

Do-

trict
Dis-DisDo-Do-'

tocttrict BoardBoardrecentlyrecentlyrecentlyvotedvoted toto-

refuse
to-

refuserefuse the transfer of BIABIA-

schools
BIA-

schoolsschools to LK5DLKWUCD$! as contem-
plated

contemcontem- -¬.

plated by the Reagan adminis-

tration
admmlS-

Ira
adminisadmmlS-admmlSadminis-¬-

Iratrationtion schoolschoolclosureclosure plans .

The school board took thisthis-

posItion

this-

positionposition because villages had-

not
hadhad-

notnot been consulted by BIA .

We welcome this action by thethe-

LKSD
the-

LKSDLKSD board and praisepratse it asas-

an

as-

anan example of regional unity-

on
unityunity-

onon the importance of villagevillag-
eselfdetermination

villag-
eselfdetermmatlonself-determinationselfdeterminationself-determmatlondetermmatlon-- . We hopehope-

other
hope-

otherother school districts with BIABlABIA-

schools
BlA-

schoolsschoolsols within their boundaoes-
will

boundariesboundaoesboundaries-
willwill follow the lead of LKSDLKSD-

by
LKSD-

byby adopting similarsunilar policies .

Natives of Alaska seem toto-

be

to-

bebe at the muzzle end of thethe-

Administration's
the-

Administration'sAdministration'sAdministrationsinistration'sinistrations ' attackattackonon InIn-

dian
In-In-¬.

diandl3n Self-DeterminationSelfDeterminationSelf.DetennmalJonSelfDetennmalJon-. inm eded-

ucation
ed-ed¬.-

ucation (and morenwre ) . We cancan-

expect
can-

expectexpect some help from ourour-

IndIan
our-

IndianIndian brothers and sisters an-

the
inanin-

thethe Lower 48 but we mustmust-

be
must-

bebe sure that we are doing all-

that
allall-

thatthat we can to disarm thethe-

gun
the-

gungun that is pointing at us .

We urge eacheachvillagevillage to qll1ckly-

contact
quicklyqll1cklyquickly-

contactcontact our Congressman andand-

Senators
and-

SenatorsSenators ,. to enustenlist their help .

HaroldHaIOld NapoleonNapoleon-

Editor'sEdtoEditor'sEditors, , "' noteate - MrM,. NapoleonNapoleon-
isis the fonneformeret, presidentpesldent, of thethe-

AYCP
the-

AAAYCPVCP .


