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rosier citescites needneod fforor better conservation of alaska fisheriesf
fish and gomegame commissioner

carl rosier116sicr liashas called for inducingforhducing

waste in alaska s offshoreoffshqrasherfisher-
ies recognizing the needs of
alaska s fishing uopendent&pendcrit coastal
communities and strengthening
rcgionalfisherymatipigementcounregional fishery management coun-
cils in recent testimony before a
congressional subcommittee

rosierrosierspokespoke in favorfavoronfavorofofamend-
ing die law wliicliw1iich governs die use
and conservation ofashasti from three
to 200 miles off alaskasalanskas shore

the law known as thelie
magnuson fishery conservation
and management act is up for
reauthorization

rosier emphasized three main
points in liedie testimony liefie gave

e the need to strengthen the
conservation standards in the
magnuson act to protect the long-
term health of the nations fisher

ies resources
the importance of fisheries to

thetile economics of alaskasalanskas coastal
communities and the need to reaf-
firm tile national goal to protect
and enhance these local economics
and

the importancestlicimportance

of maintaining

and strengthen-
ing

C
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councils which 11

oversee management of
the offshore fisheries

rosier said thedie current law does
not do enough to prevent harvest-
ers from discarding huge quanti-
ties of fish because they arcare of thedie
wrong size quality or for some
other economic reasonmoon

A recent study found fiat more
than 507 million pounds ofgroundofground

fish were thrown away in federally

managed waters offalaskasoffAoff laskas coast
most of this offshore fishing is

conducted by factorytrawlersbascdtrailerstrawlerstrawlersbased
outside tile state

in one fishery 61 percent of the
harvest was discarded through-

out tile area studied more
than 20 motion crab
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and over
one mil-

lion pounds of herring were
dumped

rosier said matthat losses due to
discards and harvestofspeciesharvestofspecies other
than thosetargetedbythose targeted by fishers should
not be condoned as a cost of doing
business

the wanton waste ofour fish-
eries resources should not be toler-
ated as a matter of national public

policy rosier stated
state managed fisheries are

much smaller in scale and gener-
ally operate more cleanly in har-
vesting targeted species rosier
said

in addition it is a criminal of-
fense under state law for any indi-
vidual to engage in the wanton
waste of seafood I1 loweverhoweverlowever activi-
ties in US waters outside of the
states three mile jurisdiction arcare
not subject to state law

rosier recommended that the
federal law be changed to set the
goal ofeliminating economic dis-
carding in all fisheries within a
specified limetime frame

helie also recommended that the
act be amended to encourage the
useofusefof fishing gear and fishingpracfishing prac-
tices which minimize by catch

rosier stressed that fisheries aream
the lifebloodlifebloodofmanyosmanyofmany ofalaska s

coastal towns and communities

I1 ie stated that lietile law should be
amended to require mangers to

consider the economic and social
needs of these communities when
making fishery allocations and
adopting regulations

rosier also said a revised i v

should provide more althonauthonauthority
i

ty to
the fishery management councils
which advise the dapdcpdepartmentanfientnient of
commerce on allocation and policy
matters

thetile system of eight fishery
management councils puts deci

sion making where it belongs
where liethe decision makers arearc ac-

countable to the fishermen and
communities affected rosiersaidrosicrsaidRosier said

heile said the discretion of the

secretary of commerce to over-
ride council decisions should be

limited
A vote on the authorizationrcauthorizatirc on of

the magnuson act is not expected
until late thishis year


