Last Sunday, the President
of the United States, Lyndon
B. Johnson, stunned the
country and the world when
he made an unexpected
announcement that he is not
running for President to
succeed himself.

In a 40 minute nationwide
troadcast, during which he
announced that he had
ordered a pause in the air—
sea attack on Vietnam which
he called “‘the first s to
de—escalate’’ the Far East
war. The President made the
following announcement that
took the country by complete
sSurpnse:

THE PRESIDENT

Throughout my entire public
career | have followed the
personal philosophy that I
am & free man, an American,
a public servant and a member
of my Party, in that order
always and only.

For 37 years in the miu.

of our nation, first as

Congressman, as a Sénstor

and as Vice President and
now as your President, | have
put the unity of the people
first. | have put it abead of
any devisive partisanship.

And ‘in these times as in
times before, it is true that
a house divided against itself
by the spirit of faction, of
party, of region, of religion,

of race, is a house that
cannot stand.
There is division in the

American house now. There
is devisiveness among us all
tonight. And holding the
trust that is mine, as ;
dent of all the people, I
cannot disregard the peril to
the progress o the American
people and the hope and the
prospect of peace for all

peoples.
So, 1 would ask all
Americans, whatever their

personal interests or concem,

JOHNSON STUNS COUNTRY
BY DECIDING NOT TO RUN

o,

His Decision Irrevocable

to guard against devisiveness United we have kept that
and all its ugly comsequen- commitment. United we have
ces. enlarged that commitment.

Fifty—two months and ten Through all time to come, |

d .
s mlld trauma, the (Continued on page 4)

duties of this office fell upon
me. |1 asked then for your
help and God’'s, that we
might continue America m its
course, binding up our
wounds, healing our history,
moving forward in new umity,
to clear the American agendh
and to keep the Amencan
commitment for all of ow
people.
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