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Claims Bill, HB 672, is due

form. The House Finance
Comm ittee will  propose
fundamental changes in the
bill, putting a 30 vyear or
$20 million maximum on
money that native groups
could receive from the state.

The House Finance Comm-
ittee substitute is also ex-
pected to limit the proposal
5 percent royalty payments
only to “lands to be develop-
ed in the future,”’ not making
payments on lands which the
state now receives revenues.

The bill will also requime
that native s immediately
set aside lan which will
be lifted by the Secretary of

Intennor from the current

on
the state’s part. The bill has
a price tag on it, and if the
state is willing to share $3
million, then the federal
govemment has an obligation
of many times that amount.”
Representatives f{rom the
native groups felt that these
terms were ‘‘rock botiom”
limits which they could
accept. )
Rep. Willie Hensley (D-—-
Kotzebue) said the *““bill has
very little chance of passage
if it doesn’t correspond to the
original draft ‘of the Task
Force and the state’s view.
The State and Federal
Govemments will attempt to
let as little money go to the
natives as possible. This
precedent has already been
set by other legislatures in
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