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LBJ lights trtree frfor exelhmteibigiiii fffrmimw ajltjlcontirwddmtinud from bofpofpa go 1

ficatkmtcation inHI alaskaAlasict
rkrhodes6&t said that richardkaird bkr

chell area superintendent ofodtheofthethe
bureau of indiwraffairsindian affairs lain beth-
el had Worlworkedicid hard to have theiheahe
christmas tree liamlitmlit in hooper bay
by the presidentspresident

A telephone hookup wasww es-
tablishedbathstathsbed betwtwibi6viiiinc BbemW aad
hooper baybayae4frofnand from bethel to
washingtonwaschwashhwon DC

when14a the fteiipresidenttv4a&&made ak
uppropappropappropriateniafi ceremonialci remarks
over long distance phone the
chrischristinas tree in hooper iky
was swiacswitcswitchedbed on at the same
moment hwanhwcnhweithueit LBJ switchedswiachedtched on
theae whitewhiaihtihhouseouse treetreit

hooper bay a village nearmear
the mouth of the yukonyulowtrivcrriver
in southeitalaskabecamesouthwest alaska became the
firstfinst communitycommunityto to utilize ekelectri-
city installed bybjavecAVEC

the tree was transported from
125 miles away for hooper bay
the location of theyulagethe village has
no trees

when presidentPresidetit lyndon B
Johnsjohnsonbd pushed the button to
light thenationialthe national chrischristmastmwtrmtree
on theetheelipseintheelipselipse in washington DC
at 530 ppanpjn EST mondaymondiy
december 16 1968 he also lit
a christmas tree in the remoremote
village ofhooper bayoajhebay on the far
westernwesteM bering sea coastcoot coff
alaska

theile presidentsPresidenCs action also
initiated the switching on of
electric power throughout hoop-
er bay for the firstsmi t time in
history

this small isolated settlement
of approxiriiately500approximately 500 eskimos
if the first of fiftyfifi4iinenine such
aleut eskimo and indiaitviuindiaevill
ages which will receive central
station electric seservicearvicervice under a
unique project involving the cco-
operation odtheoftheof the rural electri-
ficationfi administration in the
departmentdepartrnnfvf of Airiagricultureculture the
bureau of indian affairs the
office of economic opportuopportun-
ity the US department of la
bor the state ofot alaska and the
villages

the purpose of the project1 is
to improve the living conditions
and health of the natives and to
stimulate economic development
in the area

wiring of the buildings most
of which was done by the citi
zens of hooper bay under thetile
direction of offofficialsicials ofor the re-
centlycenalytly formed alaska village
electric cooperative and the bur-
eau of indian affairs was com-
pleted lasrweekendlast weekends

receiving service are all resi-
dences of the community in
addition to two churcheschurchesaa mis-
sion house a native store and anin
elementary school operated by
the bureauBUreau ofor indian Afraaffairsafrairsirs

headed by mayor nile smith
an eskimo residents ofhooper
bay participated in ththe &decora-
tion

carac6ra
of the christmas tree which

was flown to the barren seaseacoastscacoastcoast
settlement from 125I125 miles in-
land

&
in addition to araditraditraditionaluov131

lights the eskimoskimosEi &decorated
the tree with their own hand-
made crafts inn preparation fwfor
the presidents0sidcnttachkatActtactkaactionkA lighting
the tree from the nations capitol
nearly 5000 mies awayY

while it surpsurprisesrisie most PCpeoplevrevr1unfamiliar with alaska the firstt
electric jappliancelia11&ncia sotioudouhtsouhtt in thisthfttaft

A eskimo bulcvulca is telrcfriyrationI1 121itioM
all natnativebesuvesusutudsaunce foods cmcan
be stored in freezer chests to
contribute to a better beirycaryeir
around diet forfair the alarconalarion na-
tive

the cooperativec6operatl aulwulill wtkteultimate-
ly be owned udand conlrohedcontrowdconlcontr roHedoWd by
the native vassesvaosesvei it jerves
willim LL 4466ikmttkyky inn ciumoeiumoewm0
native of ihe kotzewckotiebutKotiebut iwam Is
preimtefitowwwaaltifawtifof the cocyrtweI1
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