
NATIVE UNITY CHALLENGED
AEYsAFN'sAFNs' Native HousingHousing-

ProceduresProcedures QuestionedQuestioned-
ByBy Reg. CorporationsCorporationsB-

yBy JACQUELINE GLASGOWGLASGOW-
Staff

GLASGOW-
StaffStaff WriterWriter-

FAIRBANKS

Writer-

FAIRBANKS

Writer-

FAIRBANKSFAIRBANKS - The increasing solidarity of aboriginalaboriginal-
Americans

aboriginal-
AmericansAmericans was very much in evidence at the NationalNational-
Council

National-
CouncilCouncil on Indian Opportunity meeting in Fairbanks ,

July 26-272627- . Representatives from Eskimo , Athabascan ,

Tlingit , Haida , Choctaw , Taos , Sioux , Blackfootlackfoot , and
Apache tribestnbes exchangedexchangedinforinformfor-mforinfor-mfor-

matlOn

infor-

mation

¬-

mationmatlOn and attitudes on nationnation-nation-
wide

nation-
wide

¬-

wide Indian concerns .

However , the unityumty ofof-

Alaska's
of-

Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' twelve Native regionsregIOns-

was
regions-

waswas questioned as AFN'sAFNs' DonDon-

Wnght
Don-

WrightWrightWnght and Harry Carter prepre-pre-

sented
pre-

sented

¬-

sented that organization'sorganizationsorganizatIOn's-
housmg

organization's-
housing

'

housinghousmg program for NCIONCIO-

backlOg
NCIO-

backingbackingbacklOg .

AFN asked for the board'sboardsboard's-
support

board's-
support

'
support in10 Washington , D.CDC. . inmm-

obtammg
in-

obtainingobtainingobtammg EDA fundingfundmg for NaNa-NaNa-

tive

Na-

tive

¬-

tive housinghousmg , supplantingsupplant 109 thethe-

the
the-

thethe present ASHA programs ,

which have evidenced financialfinancial-
difficulties

financial-
difficultiesdifficulties and which AFN feelsfeels-

does
feels-

doesdoes not have sufficient NativeNative-

Involvement
Native-

involvementinvolvement
involvementAFN

AFN also asked the CouncilCouncil-
toto expedite the transfer of thethe-

deactivated
the-

deactivateddeactivated Wildwood Air ForceForce-

Base
Force-

BaseBase to the Kenai native corcor-cor-

poratIOn
cor-

poration
¬-

poration for a vocationalvocational-
trammg

vocational-
trainingtrainingtrammg center , a boardingboardmgboardmgf-

dCllIty
boarding-

facilityfacilityfdCllIty for Native students nownow-

bemg
now-

beingbeingbemg sent out of the state , andand-

aa central office for AFN'sAFNs' emem-em-

bryo
em-

bryo

¬-

bryo housinghousmg program which hashas-

already
has-

alreadyalready experiencedexpcnenced difficultiesdifficulties-
gettmg

difficulties-
gettinggettinggettmg started .

j), Early hopes for a 11972972 startstart-

on
start-

onon the unitsUOlts have faded as thethe-

buildmg
the-

buildingbuildingbuildmg season sped by . TheThe-

AFN
The-

AFNAFN housing project began toto-

be
to-

bebe lookedlookedatat with caution byby-

some
by-

somesome of the regions .

Tanana ChiefsChief's' John SackettSackett-
raIsed

Sackett-
raisedraised the question of "whowho"who-
speaks

"who-
speaks

"
speaks for whom " , indicatingmdicatmgmdicatmg-
that

indicating-
thatthat the AFN had not laid thethe-

groundwork
the-

groundworkgroundwork for the presentationpresentation-
within

presentation-
withinwithin its own board .,

Representatives from at leastleast-

four
least-

fourfour regions revealed that theythey-

did
they-

diddid not have direct knowledgeknowledge-
ofof AFN'sAFNs' plans through parpar-par-

tIcipation
par-

ticipation

¬-

ticipation on the AFN board .

Martin Seneca of New YorkYork-

explained
York-

explainedexplained the dilemnadl1emna of thethe-

NatIOnal
the-

NationalNational Council .. "WeWe" gotgot-

these
got-

thesethese resolutions from the leadlead-lead-

ership
lead-

ership

¬-

ership of the AFNAFNandand we asas-asas-

sumed
as-

sumed
¬-

sumedsumedItit came with the approvalapproval-
ofof the board .

"
"II" would caution NCIO a-aa-

gainst

a-

gamst
a-

gainst

-

gainstgamst assumingassummg that ," warnedwarne-
dSakett

warned-
SackettSackettSakett: .. "TheThe" board ," he exex-exex-

plained
ex-

plained

¬-

plained to the lower '48 visitors ,

"hashas" powers over the AFN . TheThe-

very
The-

veryvery nature of those powers toto-

the
to-

thethe region are sovereign and havehave-

aa tendency to be autonomous .

UntilUntd they the((the board of thethe-

AFN
the-

AFNAFN ) decide in10 themselves , thethe-

Continued

thet-

Contonuild

the-

ContinuedtContonuild( Continued on page 6)6)



Unity Challenged . . .
( ContinuedContlnLld( from page 1)1)

NCIO should take mtointo consider-considerconsider-
atIon

consider-
ation

-

ation this autonomy . "
Sackett was supported byby-

Bobby
by-

BobbyBobby Schaeffer of the North ¬.

west Native Association andand-
and

and-
andand Richard Stitt from thethe-

TlingitHaida
the-

TlingitHaidaTlingit-HaidaTlingitHaida- region .

"Don'tDont" ' walk away with thethe-

assumptIOn
the-

assumptionassumption ," said Stitt , "thatthat"that-
there

"that-
there

"
there is a concurrence thatIllat allall-

funds
all-

fundsfunds should be channeled throtluo-tluothro-tluo-
ugh

thro-

ugh
¬-

ugh the AFN . We intn the Thngit-ThngitThnglt-ThngltTlingitThngit-
Haida

Thnglt-
Ilaida

-.

HaidaIlaida area have an underunder-under-

standmg
under-

standing
¬-

standingstandmg . We get the EDA grantgrant-
direct

grant-
directdirect from EDA . "

Schaeffer said he had nevernever-
heard

never-
heardheardheardaboutabout the AFN-EDAAFNEDA- propro-pro-

posal
pro-

posal
¬-

posal.. However , helie stated , "II"I-

think
"I-

think
"

think the AFN shouldshouldcontlnucshouldcontinuecontinuecontlnuccontlnuc-
to

continue-
toCoexistto eXIst.. "

How it is to continuecontmue , whatwhat-

powers
what-

powerspowers it is to be-grantedbegranted- by thethe-

regIOns
the-

regionsregions , and what is to be itsits-
role

its-
rolerole in the post-settlementpostsettlement- eraera-
is

era-
isis the subject of a high-poweredhighpoweredhighpowered-
reorganization

highpowered-
reorganization

-

reorganization meetingmeetmg takingtaking-

place
taking-

placeplace in Anchorage this week .

Surprisingly , NCIO passedpassedallallall-

three
all-

threethree of AFN'sAFNs' resolution , inin-inin-

dicating
¬-.

dicating that the question ofof-

of
of-

ofofofauthorityautliorityauthority was an internalInternal-
matter

internal-
mattermatter betweenbetwecn the AFNAFNandandand-
the

and-
thethe regions .

The eight-membereightmemberelgllt.memberelglltmember-. NativeNallveNallve-
NCIO

Native-
NCIONCIO board , jointlyJOll1tly with eighteight-
members

eight-
membersmembers of thethc Presidnet'sPresidnetsPresldnet'sPresldnetsPresldnet's-
cabmct

Presidnet's-
cabinet

'
cabinetcabmct , act as an advisoryadvisory-

group
advisory-

groupgroup to the PresidentPresldenl..

Chaired by J1 . RainierRamlcr , boardboard-
m.nbers

board-
membersnu.nbersnunbersm.nbersmnbersmembers[ . . Dr.. B . Frank MelvinMelvm ,

WingHaroldMartinMarhn Seneca , DaleDate WingWmg ,

Harold Shunk , Earl OldOl Person ,

Joe Vasquez , Bob Robertson ,
and Fairbanks ' own Laura BergtBergt-
listened

Bergt-
listenedlistened attentively as AlaskaAlaska-
Natives

Alaska-
NativesNatives voiced their own specialspecial-
and

special-
andandanduniqueunique problems and opop-opop-

portunltlCs
op-

portunities
¬-

portunitiesportunltlCs .

RecognizingRecogOlzmg tribaltnbal differdIffer-dIffer-

ences
differ-

ences
¬-

ences , the group nonethelessnonetheless-
discovered

nonetheless-
discovereddiscovereddiscoveredareasareas ofofmutualmutual concon-con-
cern

con-
cern

¬-

cern andandoverlappingoverlapping goals .

. ProblemsProblcms heldheldtnheldinintn common byby-
virtually

by-
virtuallyvirtually every tribetf/betfbe/ in AmericaAmcrica :

housing , education , health , andand-
the

and-
thethe all-pervasiveallpervasiveail-pervasiveailalt-pervasivealt- BIA werewcre disdis-dis-

cussed
dis-

cussed
¬-

cussed with emphasis on thethe-

Ala
the-

AlaskanAlaskanAla k n viewpointviewpomt..

The question of Indian self-selfself-

determination
self-

determination
self-

determination
-

determination inm relationship to

'

BIA policies waswa ,, brought upup-

with
up-

withwithwithnewsnews of the dissolution ofof-

the
of-

thethe nation'snations' only all-NativeallNativeallallNative-
executive

-.NativeNative-

executIveexecutive board which existedeXIsted-

here
existed-

herehere in Fairbanks , combiningcombining-
mput

combining-
inputinputmput from North Slope EskimosEskimos-
and

Eskimos-
andand the interiorin te rior Indians .

GeorgianGcorgiannaGeorgiannana LincolnLmcoln , a memmemomem-memo-

ber
mem-

ber
¬-

ber of that board told NCIO ofof-

the
of-

thethe board'sboards' growing frustrationfrustratIon-
with

frustration-
withwith BIABlA foot-draggingfootdraggingfoot.dragglngfootdragglng-. technitechm-techmtechni-techm-

ques
techni-

ques

¬-

ques . FinallyFmally they resolved toto-

walk
to-

walkwalk out on the organization .

The group had backup andand-

support
and-

supportsupport from the FairbanksFaIrbanks-
BIA

Fairbanks-
BIABIA agency , notably directordirector-
Wally

director-
WallyWally CraigCr3lg , but failed to rere-rere-

ceive
re-

ceive
¬-

ceive fundingfundmg and policy-makingpolicymakingpohcy-makmgpohcymakmgpohcymakmg-
authonty

policymaking-
authority

-

authorityauthonty .

While federal sources ostenosten-osten-

sibly
osten-

sibly
¬-

sibly support self-determinationselfdeterminationself-determmatlondetermmatlonselfdetermmatlon-
and

selfdetermination-
and

-

and at least one federal agency ,

the Public Health ServiceScrvlce , hashas-

begun
has-

begunbegun to make headway inin-

applyrng
in-

applyingapplyingapplyrng the concept , stillslJlI thethe-

BIA
the-

BIABIA remains "pouredpoured"pouredin" inm concon-con-

crete
con-

crete
¬-

crete " , saidsaJd Tlmgit-Haids'sTlmgitHaids'sHaidssTllOglt-Ialds'sTllOgltIalds'sIaldssTlingit-llaids'sTlingitllaids'sllaidss-! ' RichRich-Rich-

ard
Rich-

ard
¬-

ard Stitt .

"II"' 1I think they'vetheyve'' been wrongwrong-
aa long time ,

" he told the NCIONCIO-

members
NCIO-

membersmembers Thursday . "UnlessUnless"Unless-
they're

"Unless-
they're

"
they'retheyre' willing to giveglvc somesome-

powers
some-

powerspowers , power to stop moneymoneyfromfrom flowingnowmg , to stop programs ,

then you don'tdont' really have NaNa-NaNa-

tive
¬.-

tivelive involvementrnvolvement.. I understandunderstand-
that

understand-
thatthat Congress , EVEN[,VEN CongressCongress-
can't

Congress-
can'tcan'tcant' stop that organizationorgal1lzatlon .

"

NCIO board members rere-rere-

sponded
¬.-

sponded with complaints aboutabout-
BIA

about-
BIABIA actions inm their own areasareas-
and

areas-
andand Seneca , notingnotmg that thethe-

group's
the-

group'sgroup'sgroups' next meeting will bebe-

held
be-

heldheldheldInin WashingtonWashrngton , D.CDC... , asas-asas-

sured
as-

sured
¬-

sured the Alaskan Natives thatthat-

the
that-

thethe board would make recomrecom-recom-
mendations

recom-
mendations

¬-

mendations for changes .

NCIONCIOresolvedresolved to establishestablish-
better

establish-
betterbetter communicationcommunlcallon exchangeexciexcltingetinge-
nationally

ngenge-
nationallynationally to guide its membersmembers-
onon which issues to bring beforebefore-
the

before-
thethe President'sPresidents'' attention . ItIt-

seems
It-

seemsseems a sure bet that the BIABlABlA-
WIIJ

BIA-

willwillWIIJ be at the top of the listhst..

Tlingit-Haida'sTlingitHaida'sHaidasTiinglt-llalda'sTiingltllalda'sllaldasTlingitlaida'sTlingit-Tlingit-] laida'slaidas' Richard StittStitt-
told

Stitt-
toldtold NCIO that although he hadhad-

not
had-

notnot heard of theirtheu work prepre-prepre-

vlOusly
pre-

viously
¬-

viouslyvlOusly , he felt they could bebc anan-

effcctlve
an-

effectiveeffectiveeffcctlve voice in10 Washington .

Helie relatedreJ led his region'sregions' expericxperlexperi-experi-
ence

¬'-
ence with the BIA , where thethe-

Central
the-

CentralCentral Council had nothingnot/lingnotling/ butbutd-

lfflCUltlCS
but-

difficultiesdifficultiesdlfflCUltlCS . "WeWe" removed thethe-

agency
the-

agencyagency director ,," helie said , onlyonly-

to
only-

toto findfndf nd himfilm put in another posiposi-posi-

tion
¬.-

tiontlon in the beauracraticbeauracratlc strucstruc-struc-

ture
struc-

ture
¬-

ture overovcr their heads .

Stitt drew a parallel bebe-bebe-

tween
be-

tween
¬-

tween the question of authorityauthority-
inin both the BIABlA and the AFN .

"IfIfHJ" f somebody comes alongalong-

with
along-

withwith a title ," helie said , "it'sits" ' asas-asas-

sumed
as-

sumed
¬-

sumed he'shes' somebody .
"

This week a significantsigOlficant rere-rere-

structuring
re-

structuring
¬-

structuring of the AFN will havehave-

to
have-

toto be thrashed out inm Anchorage .

It is clear what unity in thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska Federation of NativesNatives-

meant
Natives-

meantmeant in realizationrealilation of the landland-

claims
land-

claimsclaims settlement..

It is far from clear whatwhalwhat-

unityunityUOlty means for the future .


