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aboutlbout, MountainMountJln ,. couldcouldcecouldseesee\cecesee-
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On JulyJ ul } 13 therethl'rlthlrl' : hadhld, beenheen no11011-

0tl'JmboJt
no-

steamboatsteamboat\tl'JmboJttl'JmboJttlJmboJt\ ' lorfor decadesdl'cJdl\dl'cJdldlcJdldl'cJdlbut' ' \ ,. butbrit theicthclethesethcle-
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waswasWJS plentypk/IypkIyplentyof/! ol0/0of0mo/ smokemomooulh" ' south\oulhoulhoulhofsouthof\ olofof-
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IlusliallusliaIlusliaIlu hJ nearnl'arnlar' RoundaboutRound.lboutRoundlbout. MounMoun-Mrnin-MrninMoun-
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taintdlll ItII was\; ,1\,11,1w, \ wildlirewildfirew dd I IflIfltJrted' ., started\tJrtedtJrted\ byhNbhN-

lightning
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that
' \

thatthlt,
dayWhendJYWhe

daydJY
WhenWhe/WheWhererort/! reportedrerort 'dd' toII) theIhl' BureauBIJrBureau-
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the( hc firetire had burnedburncdburnedanan.111111. estimated. tlnl.ltedtlnllted.
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SmokeSlIIo"eSlIIoe" wasWI\WIWIhCdv, \ heavhCdvhcav )} on JulJuJJuly>} 14 ,.

andJIHI theIhe si/esiesvel/ele/ otof the Tirelrcfirel rcrc.1was\\.1\.1was-
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) acresJoe\JoeJoeJn\ anJn estic\ll-cllestrcllI-
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prove-

wrongwrong . JimJ 1111 Commack01ll1l1.ld01ll1l1ldC ... ,. a.11. nativen\nn1native-

front
.\ 1 IVI'

fromfront SliungiukShung/JkShungJkSirurrgnak/! ,. was" , IS given thcthethc-

Job
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job101)101Jobof) olof gettinggettmg thethl' lirefire undertinderunder-

control
tinder-

controlcontrol asJS quicklyquicklyasas.1\.1.1pmlble. \ possiblepm\lblepmlblepossible-

Fire
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File
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FireFile RossBO\sBOsRoss'onlmaLkRossonlmaLk\ C'onimaikConimaikCumn1.ldCumn1ld( ' . . hadhldhldotherhadother, otherother-
help

other-
helphelp Division Boss Roger llunt-lluntlIunt-lIuntHunt-Huntllunt-
inglon

lIunt-
mgton

Hunt-

ington
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inglonmgtonington andanJ FireFIf( LineLJIe) BossBu JimJlIl1JlIl1-

Iluntll1gton
Jim-

IluntingtonlluntingtonIluntll1gtonIluntington ol01of Galena( ' ,llcnJ ,. andJnd DiviDIvI-DIvI-

sion
Divi-

Sion
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sion BossBos Barney AttlaAulJ olof llusliaIlu\hJIluhJIfnsltalluslia-
BLM

IluhJ-
BLII

Ifnslta-

BLM
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BLMBLI\IBLII\ firefighters fromIrnm otherother-
vIllJges

other-
villagesvillagesvIllJges were sent in111 the 24-inan24inan24'I1J.1124I1J.1124I1J1124-manman24'I1J.1-

1GalenJ
24man-

Galena
-' .!GalenjGalena Number 33crewcrewtlew ,. the 2V21-21221-

mail

-

manmJnmail GalenaGJlenJ Number 4 crew ,. thethe-

1'i.mJn
the-

ISmann-niannnian1'i.mJn1i.mJn1imJnIS-manISman' -. Nulato NUlllhl'rNUlllhlrNumberNumner' 22tlcw2Lrew- crewtlcwLrew ,.

the Ruby NumberNumbcr I-BIB1.13113I-1313I13Lrew-. crewtic\ticLrewtic01\'. ol01of01-

II
of-

I11III I men ,. and the llusliaIlushJIlusha Number"JulllberJulllber"
2 crew olof IX18 menmen-

With
men-

With
men-

WithWith 16 men fromfront KobukKohul-KohulKohul-
Ambler

-. .,

Ambler andan 1< ShungnakShungnal-ShungnalShungnal107-.
,. 107 peopeo-peo-

ple
peo-

ple
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ple were at the( lie firefref re AllAUAllofol01of them ,.

including supervisorssupervl\OssupervlOs\! ,. were\'. ere fromfrom-

AIJska
from-

AlaskaAlaskaAIJska villages .

The RoundaboutRoundJbuu 1 MountainMuunMowrtI.llnIllnI.lln-

fire
.rigrig-

firefire was burning hothut.. Only menmen-

could
men-

couldcouldcouldmovemove in111 the soft terrainterram ,. aa-

mJchllle
a-

machinemachinemJchllle would get stuck quickqUlcl--qUlclquick-qUlcl-
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quick-

ly
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available-
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available-

TheThe 107 men used shovelsshovels-

and
shovels-

andand pulaskispulaskls toolstuols with anJn axedxedxe-

blade
axe-

bladeblade and grubbinggrubbmg blade onun thethe-
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the-

samesame handle to clearcleM the vegevege-vege-

tation

¬.-

tationtd'iontdion' in ad lineJllle inm front ofuf thetirethe-

flJmes
tire-

flamesflamesflJmes .

In theorytheury ,. the flamesflJmesflanges wouldwould-

burn
would-

burnburn to the line andJndJndrunandrunrun outuut ofof-

fuel
of-

fueltuelfuel To continuecontlllue to spreadspreJd ,

flames wouldwuuld havehJve to jump thethe-thethe-

fire
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fire lineImc or burn arounddrounddroundItsarounditsits endsends-

A

endends-

AA B-25B25- plane dropped 5,00050005.0005.000-
gallons

5,000-
gallons

,.

gallons of firefref re retardantretJrdJllt to makemake-

aa fireproof stripstnpstnpslmll.ustripsimilarsimilarslmll.uslmllu. to thatthdtthdt-

m
that-

mademadem de by the( he firelightersreftghtersfreftghtersfirefightersf ,. buthuthut-

that
but-

thatthat was the onlyunlyunlyuutsldeonlyoutsideoutsideuutslde helphelp-

received
help-

receivedreceived the firstfllSt day A helihellheli-heli-

copter
¬.-

copter was used by Fire BossBoss-

Commack
Boss-

CommackCommack to see where hisIllS fire ¬.

fightersghtersf shouldshuuld go to have thethe-

most
the-

mostmost effecteffect-
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effect-
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effect-

OnOn July 15 , the si/esieSillsite/ ' of thethe-

fire

the-

firelirefire was revisedrevl ed downwardduwnward fromIrom
9,60096009.600,. acres to 4,00040004.000,. acres , andand-

Commacl
and-

CommackCommackCommacl-CommaclCommaclandCommackand-. and his men managedmandgedmandged-

to
managed-

toto keep the fire from gettinggellmg tootoo-

much
too-

muchmuch larger By midnightmldmght 206206-

men
206-

menmen were at the fire .

The lirefilefire burned toward thethe-

men
the-

menmen on the firelmeflrelmefireline IfIfItit jumpedJumped-
the

Jumped-
thethe linehne , theytheywouldwould have to putpUIpUI-

It

put-

itit out immediatelyIInrnedlatelyIInrnedlatelyurImmediatelyororur retreat andand-

hudd
and-

buildbuildhuddhuddnewbuildnewnew lines . But theirtherr firefifefife-

lines
fire-

lineslines held . TheTire fire war stopped .

Although the fire no longerlonger-

raged
longer-

ragedraged uncontrolled , there werewere-
stIli

were-

stillstillstIli hot spots . The firefightersffreflghfirefighters-
patrolled

reflgh tersters-

pJtrolledpatrolledpJtrolled the edge of the burnedburned-
area

burned-
areaarea to be sure hot spots causedcamedcamed-
no

caused-

nono new flareups ,. and to be suresure-

the
sure-

thethe fire would die .

By July 16 , 129 men werewere-

left
were-

leftleft at the Roundabout MounMoun-Moun-

tain
¬.-

taintam Fire . They had done theirthwthwJ-

ob
their-

jobjob ,. the flamesnames were stopped .

WhileWhitt' it wasn'twasnt' the largest fire ,. itIt-

was
it-

waswas the largest inm central AlaskaAlaska-

on
Alaska-

onon the day 5555ncw55newnewncw fires - aa-

record
a-

recordrecord number - were reportedreported-
thIs

reported-
thisthis summer.. And it was underunder-
control

under-
controlcontrol ..


