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Ninilchik
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Ninilchik tribal officeoffice-
torched

office-
torchedtorched by arsonistarsonist-

WeWe were saddened to learn of the fire that recently devastated the offices of thethe-
Ninilchik

the-
NinilchikNinilchik Traditional Council , and angeredangeredwhenwhen investigators confirmed it was causedcaused-

by

caused-

byby arson . Fortunately , no one was hurt , but valuable records were damaged andand-
precious

and-
preciousprecious artifacts completely destroyed . Owned by the village corporation , the firefire-

represented

fire-

representedrepresented a loss of important Economic assets , as well .

In recent years , the Ninilchik community has become a flash point in conflictsconflicts-
between

conflicts-
betweenbetween Natives andandnonNativesnon-NativesnonNatives- over subsistence hunting and fishing issues . DeDe-DeDe-

spite
De-

spite
¬-

spite these difficultiesdifficlllties , the indigenous peoples of Ninilchik have never lost sight ofof-
the

of-
thethe big picture . When fire gutted the public school just across the highway late lastlast-
year

last-
yearyear , the Ninilchik council and corporation opened the doors of their building soso-
that

so-
thatthat classes couldcouldcQntinuecouldcontinuecontinuecQntinue for some students who otherwise would have hadhadnonono-nono-
where

no-
where

¬-

where to go .

In a further tribute to their class act , Native leaders in Ninilchik have shown digdig-digdig-

nity
dig-

nity
¬-

nitynityandandandrestraintrestraint when facedfacedwithwith their own blaze . Rather than jumping to concluconclu-conclu-
sions

conclu-
sions

¬-

sions about the cause of the fire, a very understandable temptation under the circir-circir-
cumstances

cir-
cumstances

¬-

cumstances , they have gone about the business ofofcleaningcleaning upupandandandrestoringrestoring day-todaytoday-to-dayto-
day

dayto-
day

-- ¬-

day operations .

Our deepest regrets to the Ninilchik council and corporation , and the people theythey-
serve

they-
serveserve , as well as our hopes for a speedy recovery from this terrible event...


