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MASON WADE

Ice dusting pioneer leaves service

The manmdn who pioneered ""iceice"ice-

dusting
''cece'ce-

dustmgdustingdustmg " to preventprevenl ice jams onon-

Alaskan

on-

AldskdnAlaskanAldskdn riversnvers hashds left federalfederal-
r

federal-

service

federal-

serviceservice aflerafter--r-rrin. - . 30in years wllhwithWtn| IhetheIhe-

Army

the-

Army
tnctnc-

rsArmy Corps of EngmeersEngineers; rs MasonMason-

'adc

Mason-

o
Mason-

DoD Wade''adcadc Jr was Chief of FlooFloodFlood-

Plain
Flood-

PldmPldmPlain ManagementManagemenl ServicesSemces fcforfor-

Ihe

for-

thetheIhe Corp'sCorps' AlaskaAldskd DistrictDISlrtLl atal Ihe-

tllne

theIhethe-

timetimetllne of his retirementrettrementretirement-
In

rettrement-
InIn the laicIdlelate I960'sI960s1960's1960s'' WadeWade-

developed
Wade-

developeddeveloped ad procedure lo10to cadi-

frolen
coalcadicoatcoa-

tfroenfro/enfroenfrolen/ rivernver surfaces withwllh sandSdndsand-

ititlo10) .alleviate.Jlev'dte.JlevdteJlevdte' 'ice'ceceIcc jamsJdms anddnd thethe-

floods

the-

noods"noodsfloodsJ-JJcause- theytheyCdtheycause- - Cdcauseuse He Idenltfied-

problem
identifiedIdenltfiedidentified-

problemproblem spotsols alongdlongdlongthealongthethe riversnvers ofof-

interior

of-

mlenormlenorinterior dndanddndwesternandwesternwesternstern AlasAlaskaAlaska-

where

Alaska-

where

!

where ICeILC Jams dreare known to bebe-

a

be-

dda re.urrlngreurrlngrecurring. thredlthreat :Experiments-
were

IxpcrunentExperiments '
were conductedconduciedconuuueaconductedmconduciedininm wmchwhl.hwhlhwhich. WorldWorld-

War

World-

WarWar II11 vintagevmtdge bombers wouldwould-

swoop
would-

swoopswoop low over the fro/enfroenfroren/ riversriverrivers-

just
>

just before breakbredkbredkupbreakupup spreadingspreadmg ada-

blanket
d-

blanketblanket ofofsandsandsandonon the problemproblem-

spots
problem-

spotsspots
spotsAs

ots
otsAs

As expected the darkenedddrkeneddarkened-

surfaces
ddrkened-

surfa.essurfacessurfa.essurfaes. absorbeddbsorbed more the sun ss-

radiation

s-

radldllontartiradldllonradiationion than the nall"dl-
white

namrjllvnall"dl\nall"dlnalldlnaturallynaturally-

white
" \)

white surfdcessurfaces of snuw-coveredsnuwcoveredsnow-coveredsnowsnuwcoveredI-

Ce
snowcovered-

ice

--
ICe The dusteddusteddreasdustedareasdreasareas melted IdStasIdS-

ler

tas-

terlerter dUTlngduring Ihethe spTlngspring IhdwthawIhdw-

lessenmg
thaw-

lesseninglessenmglessening the ddngerdanger that ICe

wouldwouldcollecwouldcollectcollectcollec t and jam at thosethoseI-

OLarIIMS

those-

locdllonslocallocdllonsIOLarIIMSurnsurns-

Following
locdllonsFollowingIOLarIIMSFollowing

Following the successSUc.eSSSUceSS. of thethe-

experiments
the-

experimentsexperiments therhe Corps bebegan a-

program
dad-

prugramprogramprugram totu dusidust a. numbnumber ofof-

Slles

of-

sitessitesSlles where ice jams postpOSI a frefre-

quent
fre-fre¬.-

quent ha/ardhaardhd/ardhdhaiard/ to AlaskanAldskan villagesvillages-
Ice

villages-
IceIce dusting is now an annualdnnualannual-

project
dnnual-

proJelprojectproJel t atal 18l/jlj/ sitesslles alongdlong thethe-

Tanana
the-

TandnTananaTandn. ,"kuskokwimuskukwllllhuskokwun and YukonYukon-

RIVer
Yukon-

RiversRivetsRIVerRivers> In recent years Ihe-

Corps
theIhethe-

CorpsCorps of Engineers hashds relmqu-relmqurellnqu-rellnqurelinqu-relinqu -

IShedfished mOSImost of Ihethe responsibilitiesresponsibilities-
forfor Ihethe work 10to the Alaska 01Di01-

VISiOn

Di-

visionVISiOn of Emergencycrgency ServServices .,

but the operaoperationitionlion continuesconllnues inmin-

much
m-

muchmuch the same wayay as it diddid-

when
did-

whenwhen Wade conceivedconceiveditdll11it IS15I5 yearsyears-

ago
years-

agoago
agoWade

Wade began his careerlareer withwllhwith-

the

wllh-

thethe Corps in uniformumform ,. commancornmancomman-

ding
cornman-

dmgdingdmgdingcombat.combat.ombatombat engineerengmeer unitsunUs In-

the
inin-

thethe PhilippinesPhlllppmes duringdurmg World WarWar-

II

War-

IIIIIIandand the Korean War AfterAfter-

attending
After-

attendmgattendingattendmg the UniversityUmverslty of FlorFlor.-

d
Flor-

Ida..ddida. where he receivedreceivedaa bachelorbachelor-

of
bachelor-

ofof sciencesuen.esuene. degree in10 civil enen-

gineering

en-

gmeennggineermggmeennggineering in10 1956 . Wade returnreturn-

ed
return-

eded to theIhe Corps isas a civilian HHeHe-

worked
.

workedworkedasas a hydraulic design enen-

gineer
en-

gmeergmeergineer in10 JacksonvilleJalksonville ,. Flondd-

and
FloridaFlonddFlorida-

andand later Walla WallaWana " '- '-in10 , WashWash-

mgton
Wash-

mgtonmgton He moved to AndAn.horageAnhorageAnchorageAnchorage-

in

.
in10 1961 to coordinatecoordmate Corps 1-

0vesllgallons

in10in-

vesttgationsvesttgationsvesllgallons of the hydrooowerhydropowerhydropower-
potenlldl

hydropower-
potentialpotentialpotenlldlpotenlldlofpotentialofof streams throuthroughoulthroughoutthroughoul-
the

throughout-
thethe state ,. andandinin10 1967 he w.s-

named
wasw.swswas-

named
.

named ChiefChIefofof Flood PlainPlamPlain-

Management
Plam-

ManagementManagement ServicesServices-

Wade
Services-

Wade
Services-

WadeWade has opened an engineerengmeerengineer-

Inging109 consultingcOnsultmg firm . Wade andand-

asso.lates
and-

associatesasso.latesassolatesassociates.


