Legislators say
budget cuts

hit rural Alaska

Cowper criticized

hy Geofll Kennedy
for the Tusilrs Thiees

Gov. Steve Cowper's $325 million
budget cuts hurt rural Alaskans direct-
Iy wnd inchirectly, three rural legislatons
sy

Budget cuts in Anchorage hit rural
Alnskuns hard, because rural Alaskans
frequently iravel to the state’s largest
city for services, said Rep. Elleen
Panigeo MacLean, D-Barrow.

“1'm concerned about cuts in An-
chorage, "' she said. '“The cuts were
not justifinble. | prefer cuts other than
in human services.”

Clare House, an Anchorage shelter
for women and children, lost 48 per-
vent of s local budget and may have
tr lay off five stafl members, suid
Mike Guinn, the supervisor of the
Grants and Comtracts Section of the
Dieepartiment of Health and Human Ser
vices in Anchorage.
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The vetoes also severely alfect three
other  Anchotage social  Services,
Guinn sud, including:

sMcKinnel House, operated by the
Silvanon Army, which takes inentire
famihies, lost $226 500 and would
have to bay off six and & half positions
out of a total work force of eight.

*Hean’s Cofe, which serves meals
tis the poor, lost $189. 262, The cuts
would require lnymg off seven o nime
workers ond would himit meals to one
it day

*The Association of Strunded Rural
Alaskans in Anchoruge, which helps
pay for trips back home for rural
Aluskans in Anchorage, lost 88,107,
which would go directly for client
service,

“ASRAA is one of the lifelines for
rural Alaska,'" MacLean said.

She questioned Cowper’s velo of
$1.9 mullion for the Barrow Group
Home. That money comes from the
federal National Petroleum Reserve
Account, which provides funding for
communities affected by the National
Petroleum Reserve, she said.

MaclLean objecied 10 cuts of
$51.000 for Children’s House, the
Kotzebue day-care center; 44,000 for
the Maniilng Career Program; and
LIRA00 for the Chukchi College
CHITIPUA.

She also expressed concern aboul
cuts in school debt retirement nnd the
schoal foundation formula.

“He cut into the core of legislative
discretion, " said Sen. Jack Coghill,
K-Nenann. ““That's people money . not
gOVErTUnREN money .

“He thid not veto the 400 new
l:mpluj,.'l.‘l."q of il managoement stale
employees. Coghill snd. " The
governor ook the wrong upprosch

The vetoes hit rural Alaska harder
thun the larger communities, because
the governor cul muny l:m].':lurllrl-' |1!h'-
rurad Alaskans need as a "' nestepg”
o the winter, Coghill said

The governor should not have cul
grants o rural Alsskony for wo
reasons:  the federnl govermment
muiches many of those grunts and
MNative non-profit corporations such as
Maniilag and the Tanann Chiefs Con:
ference deliver services more elficient-
ly because theiwr employees are mire
motvated than typical nine-to
fivers,”” Coghill said.

Rep. Dick Shultz, R-Tok, said his
constiluents  won l':.u.! sulfer [r-:;:rl'n
Cowper's operating budget vetoes, bul
c itﬁr pm;.gccts vetoes hit them hard.

He eliminated everything,"" Shultz
saidl.

Shultz singled out a proposed new
Healy hhcﬂcl‘nﬁtﬂ I:lmli would have
served 12 students.

“Very criticnl iterns were cut,””
Shultz said, “like life safety upgrades
at Tetlin, where power lines are
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he governar also eliminated
Emergency Medical Service funds for
cight or nine Interior Alaskn com-
munities, Shullz said.

He also complained aboul roud
nunntennnee cuts in his district,

“The Northway road Is crtical, ™
Shudiz sad.

The govemor's cuts affected the
discretionary  funds of all com-
inuinities, he sand,

“The guy s hrain dead on that one.
And you can put that in your
newspiuper,  Shulte sind

Budget cots in his disiriet wonld hit
g 1ot harder thun curs in Anchorage.
e sanl

“We're
here.”’

niot tlkine aboul ke

Amung the governor's cuts wre

#8550, 000 Tor a Pribilol filim projea,

o500 (KK) Tor the Kowerak Elders
pms: i

o551 (0K foir the Mome Conirivum
iy Service Teen Progrom

o5k K for the Mome Eskimo
Community Summer Youth Program

# 530,000 for a Nome water study .

#§22,600 for the Northwest campus
of the University of Alosks Fairbanks,

# 520,000 for Association of Village
Council  Presidents  waterfowl
conservalim

555 000 for Nunam Kitlutsistl en-
vironmental research

nume nanee

o535 2000 for the Kodiak Area
Native Associaton callural program

o 520,000 for Pory Crnham sl
e nhancement

o536, 95 for  Fagbanks  Natwe
Association economic developmen

545 0000 Tor Tapana Chaels Con
ference sorvices Tor pregnant feei
agers

o5 135,200 for the Scalwska Heritage
Foundation,

o 519,000 for the Chilkoot Cultral
Camp,

=556, 100 for two Alaska Native
Foundnton progrims

‘He cut into the core of legislative

discretion. That's

money,
government money. He did not veto the

not

400 new employees or mid-manage-

M state employees. Tha governor
‘took the wrong approach.

—Sen. Jack Coghill

»SUR, 90 for p Kuskokwim herring
stock study.

o525 000 for the Kusko 300 sled
dog mee _

576,200 for Yukon-Kuskokwim
Deln Toster care tecrpitment  amd
s

o594 O fowr the Kuskokwim cim
l'.nut of the University of  Alaska
mirbanks,

oS0 (N Tor Naknek winter rouad

#5906, 600 for the Rural Alasks
Community Action Program.

o527 million for rural arports,

*520,000 for the Rural Al
Television Network

oS50, 000 for an Truin Studdies Cion
lerence ot UAF

oS 1L for Nnancial  monage
menl assistance 1o local governments

AL 4L BN Tor  mumcipal
(RSN B TR g



