Subsistence debate becomes idiotic

by Puul Sweteof
for ihe Tuodrs Times

The debate over the “rural™ sub-
sistence issue gets strunger by the
hour

Gov, Steve Cowper and Sen. Arliss
Sturgulewski, R-Alaska, had a privite
coniest over who could offer the mosi
wiatered down version of a proposed
subsistence amendment 1o the Alaska
Constitution

The state Senate passed a proposed
smendment thal Sturgulewsks essen:
tially wrote and Cowper went along
with, which called for the state o usk
the LS. Congress o amend Title VI
of the Alaska Nanonal Interest Lands
Conserviition ACt 1o meet the state
defininon of subsistence and rurml,
arnong other unscceptable provisions

The state House of Representatives
refused o pass anything, includhng a
new proposed amendment offered by
Cowper which stites that nothing in
the proposed amendment (5 meant o
vvernde The so-colled state ikl ol
nphts, whatever that means

Sen: Frank Murkowski, R-Alaskn,
decided 1o oppose Sen. Ted Stevens,
K-Alaskn, and Rep. Don Young, R
Alaska, i culling for the state (o
challenge Title VIII of ANILCA,
Stevens came (o Juneau o argue for
an amendment 1o the stale constitution
providing o rural preference,

Some of our g-shot Native lob-
byists, primarily affiliated with the
Alaska Federation of Natives, mn
arouend the Capitol pretending to be the
savions of our cultures by | ing for
whatever AFN lobbied for.

Meanwhile, AFN applied 11s mus:
cle o support whatever Cowpes
wanted, regardless of the murching
orders we gave to them by consensus
st the subsistence summit. The sum:
mit, ironically, was sponsored by
AFN

The end result of the Em:l;:]
legislative session o “solve'” the sub
sistence **dilemmn”* was that nothing
was passed, which — considering the
junk they were considering — 15

thing for us.

To add to the pose, Crang Medred,
the riter for the Anchoragre
Daily News, in his Sunday column ol
July B, what gubernaonul

ony Knowles stated al an

Aluska Native Coalitton board

, ‘which is that urban whites,

. bincks and other ruces huve

as much of n cultural sinke m sub

Ristence ing and fishing as Aluska

Natives, ely ignoring the tact

that these are our homelands and the
seat of our cultures.

As if one more dose of confusion
was needed, 8 small band of Native
and non-Native Alaskan residents
from different areas of the stute who
hang out together incessantly call the
news media 1 watch them in action,

They seem intent on making sure
that we all know their names, togother
with » ¢ of very strange Outside
Natives show up on the heaches
uflltl[mllﬂh'ﬁr wiﬂtnrfllllﬁdﬂmnm
to be fighting for the so- i
of "l'ﬁs:l:ﬂ.ln residents™ o sub-
sistence fish.

'I‘It?_r had previously stated they
were fighting for teibal rights, then
Native rights, and when all of this
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didn't get a nse out of us, they were
suddenly protecting the subsistence
nights of “*ull ﬁ.l-lﬂillﬂ 2

This bunch then declares thut the
local Indiun tribe with yurisdiction on
the Kenal (Kenaitze) no longer has the
authority to tell them what 10 do. They
then announce that the village ol
Chickadoon, located about 130 air
miles north of the Keom Penansola, hos
insued them permits w fish in the
Kenal

To nuike life even more inmerestmg.
some of these very same people
somiehow convinge o village near Dill-
mgham that they have the right o
declure hunting and fishing jurisdic
non over all the lands amd waters
from WNorton Sound north of
Unalakleet to Port Moller by the Aleu-
tan [slands.

Uising their unigue logic, they com:
pletely ignore the other villages which
are in their path and justify their ac-
ton by using the all-encompassing
word “'surerain,'” which 18 used by
non-Native Hank Ostrosky to justify
anything,

s all of this getting strunge enough
for you?

There 15 one, and only one, solution
10 this idiocy. We must lobby Con-
gress o amend Tite VI of A A,
or pass new legisfation which
gunrantees & hunting and hshing
preference on ol federal and stute
lunds for Adaskn Natives within thet
taditional local areas

Congress has the power 1o puss

federal " Indian legislation™ which
pre-empis [ish and game management
on state lands,

It is no longer acceptable that some
ol us get w hunting and fishing
preference while others of us don',
depending on the mood of the spon

commercial imerests  which
dominate the state Boards of Fisheries
and Game

We all need to stand up for the sur
vival of our respective cultures, Stand
'tnq, together we win, apan we lose

have no problem with, and sup-
Em\ a rural preference us well a5 u
ative preference. | feel strongly thay
the lifestyle needs of our non-Native
rural neighbors should be prtected m
much as possible,

The only condition which | wouli
place on the rural preference is that i
take o bockseat 1o the Native
preference.

Here s how this plan would work

*The lirst priority would be that thie
viability of our Gish ad whldlile wenli)
b protecied.

*The second priority would be that
Alaska Natives, living i our local
areas, have b hunting and fishing
priuritE %0 that our caltures cun con

tinue 1o survive and thrive.

*The third priority would be that our
non-Native rural fnends have o hoant
g and fishing priority in their local
ureds so thut they can contvnue 1o live
their chosén lilestyle.

O course, we would no longer be
involved in defining “rurl. " Non
Nutivies could argue over the defimi-
ton of rural for as long us they fleel
B need o,

Best of all, Alaska Natwve sub
sistence legislation passed by Congress
would be defined as “Indian Law™
and protected by the powers vested in
Congress by the commeroe cliise o
the LS. Constitution

Polincal realiny being what it s, i
s very unlikely thot Congresy would
atterapl o remove these profeciions
onee they were established

The conarts have nlready detined T
tle VHI of ANILCA ithe subsistence
section) as lodian Law."" which
places gt under the prowecinsn ol the
constiiutbon, The federal comstimnion
and CIndian legisioton T phssed by
Compress supereede, the stale conspiiu
o andd stane Laws

There i ono ather way Lo go. Let's
po for it s our only chinee




