Groups: Drilling
offshore may
harm walruses

Nutive, Bush and envirommental
prompe fave poaned Torces o reguest
i bt o obishiore dollymge actrvaties tha
s say feopandiae walmses e the
Chukehy Sen,

The Eskino Walrus Conmmssion,
the Hural Alaska Besources Assooim
nin andd Trustees for Aliska, o public
imlerest envirommental law Diem, re-
(uested thae the LS Imerior Deparn
et revoke approval of Shell Westem
E&P Inc s dolling plan and balt all
preoposal explorstory setivities com-
mencing this month in the Chukchi
S

The proups petinoned  Intenior
Secretary Manval Lujan Jr. after -
formation released by Shell Wesiern
revealed that last summer’s ex-
ploratory activities in the Chukchy Sea
resulled in the wking of Pacific
wialmuises in violation of the Marnine
Mamumial Protection Act

“Our well-being as coastal Natives
depends on the well-being of the
walrus, " sand Ben Nageak, the chuir
man of the Eskimo Walrus
Commissiom

The groups are highly concerned
over the dverse effects  Shell
Westorn's activities may have on the
avanlabnliny of walruses 10 subsistence
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western and porthern comsts of Aliska

“We are concemesd that blame
uny increased  walros toking  falls
whiere the blame s dlue, ' said Nageak
I FESpnse Ly recent repons o msuse
bwv Alnsks Natives of the Alaska
Natwve exemphon 0 the Marine Mam
mal Frotection Act

Approsimuiely B0 percemt of the
world's popalation of Pacific walrus
summee in the Chukchi Sea during the
perod  when Shell Wesiern's ex
ploratory operations are scheduled
PR,



