
groups drilling
offshore may
harm walruses

native bush and environmentalenvironmentdl
groupsgroup have omedjoined forces to request
a halt to offshore drilling activities that
they say jeopardizepardieeo walruses in the
chukchi sea

the eskimo walrus commission
the rural alaskaalaka resources associaassoria
donion and trustees for alaska a public
interest environmental law firm re
quested that the USU S interior depart
ment revoke approval of shell western
e&peap ancsincsinc s drilling plan and halt all
proposed exploratory activities com-
mencing this month inin the chukchi
sea

the groups petitioned interior
secretary manual lujan jr after inin-
formation released by shell western
revealed that last summers ex-
ploratory activities inin the chukchi sea
resulted inin the taking of pacific
walruses inin violation of the marine
mammal protection act

our wellbeingwell being as coastal natives
depends on the wellbeingwell being of the
walrus said ben nageak the chair-
man of the eskimo walrus
commission

the groups arearc highly concerned
over the adverse effects shell
western s activities may have on the
availability of walruses to subsistence
users inin native communities on the
western and northern coasts of alaska

we are concerned that blame for
any increased walrus taking falls
where the blame is due said nageak
in response to recent reports of misuse
by alaska natives of the alaska
native exemption to the marine mam
mal protection act

approximately 80 percent of the
world s population of pacific walrus
summer inin the chukchi sea during the
period when shell desternswesternswestemsWesternsstems ex
ploratory operations are scheduled to
occur


