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PIIotoPhoto by Bob KcrwelukKowelukKoweluk-

EskimoEskimo WelnWalrus. CommouonCommission, MembeMembers. I( L-RLRL-HlLHl- I John PUIIOCPullock' K.ngKngKing. IslendIsland Art Om'ttukOmttukOmntuk' ae"owaeowBarrow" Matthew Iyyelyya
NomeIyyeNomelyyaNome., endand RRoger_ , SolookSilook ., GambolGambell! w.tewtewrite. up dretdrafts" otof tvefive, ''esolutlonsesolutlonsresolutions ""ssodssodpassed by the EWC membemembers" du.ngdungduring. thwtheirthw-
m.llng

thei-
rmutingm.llngmllngmuting. held In AnchorAnchorage_ 10last" weokweek on JonuvJanuary", 26 and 27 Resolut.onsResolutonsResolutions. were ""ssodssodpassed to delay No"onNoonNorton" Sound 00,1010,1-

iaims
,"

Li-aimsiaims- ... .. supporllngsupporting aadditional<khllon l wolruswalrus populotonpopulation, ""udludlstudies" rOQu.t.drOQut.drOQutdrequested. . a mlnmumminimum, thghtflight altrudealtitude, of 0al"' a"croftacroftaircraft" oveoverover-
walrus

'
wolrwalrus", eocourogodencouraged foderofederal ' enforcemenenforcement ' ageoclesagencies to upgrade cotchlngcatching o"craftocraftaircrafto"craftwal'u" mowal'uwalu' os, hpadhuntheadhunters. " and ''OQUBStedOQUBStedrequested
EkmoEskimo'OQUBStedEkmorequestedEskimo, , observeobservers" 10to work w.thwthwith. UUS5 and US 5 R m'nemnemarine. ' mammolmammal SCIentIsts

EWCEwe
. .
Proposes StricterStricter-

Monitoring
Stricter-

MonitoringMonitoring of Walrus
by Bob KowelukKoweluk-

Five

Koweluk-

FiveFive resolutions were passed by thethe-

members
the-

members.lemberslembersmembers. . of the Eskimo Walrus Commis-

sion
Commis-

sion
CommisCommis-¬-

sion at the conclusion of their meetingsmeetings-
held

meetings-
heldheld in Anchorage on Jan 26 and 2727-

in
27-

inin Anchorage .

A resolution was passed stating thethe-
EWC

the-
EWeEWCEWeEWewillEWCwillwfllwillwillworkwork to delay Norton SoundSound-
oil

Sound-
oiloil lease number 57 indefinitelyindefinatelyindeftnately until-
adequate

untiluntil-
adequateadequate technology is developeddevelopedwhichwhichwhich-
satisfies

which-
satisfiessatisfies EWCEWe requirements for safe-
guarding

safe-
guarding

safesafe-¬-
guarding the environment and all animalsanimals-
within

animals-
withinwithin .

Resolutions were adoptedadopted-
supporting

adopted-
supportingsupporting additiolUlladditional walrus andand-

other
and-

otherother marine mammal popula-

tion
popula-

tion
popula-popula-

tion studies , to monnormonitor stressstress-

and
stress-

andand the Increase of contanunat-

lOns
contamma-

tiots
contanuna-contanunacontamma-contamma -

tlOnstiots that may occur: ur with DCSOCSOCS-

development
OCS-

developmentdevelopment for thehe protectionprotection-
ofof the resources in the coastal-

areas
coastalcoastal-

areasareas
areasThe

The EWC alsoalsorequestedrequested that-

Native
thatthat-

NaNaNativeve scientISts and observersobservers-

Jom

observers-

joinJomjoin i the pintJOint USLIS and USSRUSSR-

marine
USSR-

marinemarineine mammal studies .

Alexander Akeya of StSI..

Lawrence IslandIslandwillwill join Dr-

Bud
DrDr-

BudBud Fay and Bob Nelson in-

studies
minm-

studiesstudies to be conducted inmm-

Bristol
in-

BristolBristol Bay two wweeks fromfrom-

now
from-

nownow .

The retentionretenUon of the NativeNauveNative-

exemption

Nauve-

exemptionexemption in the MMPA to taketake-

marine
take-

marinemarine mammals for food , cloth-

ing
clothcloth-¬.-

ing , shelter and handicrafts was-

discussed
waswas-

discusseddiscussed followingfono\1lingfono1ling\ a1. '''presenta-
tion

presenta1'esenta1esenta'presenta-'presenta ¬.-
tion of HR-39HR39- by National ParksPa-
rksBob. . .Bob,ce;'" PP . pellioua-BobpelliouaBobJijl} ,.- 4!? ., .N.eNeNet) :'. ,

OfOfspecialspecial interest was the use ofof-

light
of-

lightlight aircraft over walrus populations .

A resolution was adoptedadoptedaddressingaddressingaddressing-
concerns

addressing-
concernsconcerns for walrus populations ' weD-

being
wel1weD-weDwell-wellwell-

being
-

being , and the stress imposed on them-
by

therthemthem-
byby low flying aircraft passed . The EWCEWeEWe-
resolution

EWC-

resolutionresolution requests FAA to enact rulesrules-
which

rules-
whichwhich willwillrequirerequire allan lightfight aircraft toto-

fly
to-

flyfly at a minimum altitudeattitude of 11.50015001,500.,..500500 feet-
to

feetfeet-
toto minimize the harassmentharrassment of marine-
mammals

marine-
mammals

marine
mammals . Another resolution was passedpassed-
requesting

passed-
requestingrequesting the federal observers andand-

enforcement
and-

enforcementenforcement agencies to upgrade their-
practices

theirtheir-
practicespractices and enforcement on airborneairborne-
walrus

airborne-
walruswalrus headhunters .

son andnd Bob Jones AccordingAccording-

toto Matthewatthew lyyaIyya ., SubSIStenc-
eCoordinator

SubsistenceSubsistence-
CoordinatorCoordinatormator for Kawerak , Inc inmin-

Nome
m-

NomeNome , '""TheThe'The' native exemption I-
Snot

isis-

notnot Just a pnontypriority or preferencepreference-
asas In other wnwrittenIten Acts It ISI-
Sthe

is-

thethe protection of our nghtright toto-

continue
to-

continuecontinue the way of bfelife of the-

Alaskan
thethe-

AlaskanAlaskan Native tradluontradition to taketake-

marine
take-

marinemarine mammals for our food ,

clothing , shelter and handicraft ."

Iyyalyya said that the commISSIoncommISSIo-
ndetennmed

commission-
determineddetennmeddeterminedermined that it11 aIS possiblepossible-

for
possible-

forfor the State of Alaska tcto gaingain-
management

gain-
managementmanagement of the nmarine-
mammals

marmemarinemarme-

mammalsmammalsirnals without adverselyadversely-

managing
adversely-

managmg
adversely-

nagingmanagmgmanagingnaging the take of thesethese-

marine
these-

marmemarmemarine mammals .

Population reVIews of mannemarinemanne-

mammals
marine-

mammalsmammalmammals] show that most ofof-

them
of-

themthem are thriving despitedesptte subsist-

Studies

subsist-

ence
subsist-subsist -.

ence hunting activities-

Studies

acuvitiesactivities-activities.-

Studies show that the polarpolar-

bear
polar-

bearbear population hajhas increased ,,

.with-withwithpolart.-polar-polarpolarbeana!.-'?bean coming back to

areas they have not been seen in-

since
minm-

sincesince sport hunting daysdays-

TheThe walrus i population has atat-

least
at-

leastleast doubled oYerover the yeusyears: : andand-

may
and-

maymay have reached liSits maximum-
population

maxunwnmaximummaxunwn-
populationpopulation levels Concern hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen expressed by walrus hunt-

ers
hunthunt-.-

ers that many walrus'swalruss' stomachsstomachs-
areare empty or have foods usuallyusually-

not
usually-

notnot In their diet Hunters saysay-
also

say-
alsoalso) that mmany more walruseswalruses-

are*areic summersbmmerskimmer , theun meat moremore-

tough
more-

toughtough and r"1r1not" edible and thatthat-
they

that-
theythey have iseen. more walruseswalruses-
show

walruses-
showshow signs of dinillness .,

The only species that havehave-

remained
have-

remamedremamedremained stable are those thatthat-

compete
that-

competecompete With the commerciacommercialcommercial-

activities !ctiviiiesaClivitte.5aClivitte5activities. inm the coastal areas .

Beluga populationspopulauons competecompete-
with

compete-
withwith salmon fishermenftshennen , the spot-

ted
spotspot-spot-

ted
¬-

ted seal compete with hemng-
and

herringhemngherring-

andand salmon commercialcommercia! fisheriesftsherlCS .

Studies have shown that thethe-

ringed
the-

rmgedringedrmgedringedsealsealsealandand bearded sealseal-

populations
seal-

populationspopulations have increasedina-easedinaeased-


