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Letters to the Tundra TimesTiTes
Criminal JusticeJusticeT-

heTheie Honorable Ted StevensStevens-

United

Stevens-

UnitedUnitedmted States Senate
260 RussellRusseU BuBudding-

Washington
BuildingBuddingdmgdmg-

WashmgtonWashingtonWashmgton , D.CDC. . 20510-

Dear

2051020510-

DearDear Senator StevensStevens-

Thank
Stevens-

Thank
Stevens-

ThankThank you very much for-

your
forfor-

youryour concern and copies of thethe-

letters
the-

lettersletters of Attorney GeneralGeneral-

Wilson
General-

WilsonWilson Condon and Chief JusticeJustice-

Rabinowitz
Justice-

RabinowitzRabinowitz ., Their letters Wete-

correct
wereWetewere-

correctcorrectreel inm the informationinfonnation whichwhich-

i

which-

was
which-

waswasi related to you concerningconcernmgconcerning-
the

concernmg-
thethe changes beingbemg implementedunplementedunplemented-
m

implemented-
ininm the criminalcrlmmal justice systemsysrem ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska What they pointedly igig-

nored
ig-ig¬.-

nored in theirthelf letters were thethe-

Involvement
the-

involvementinvolvement of myselfmyselfandandarod thethe-

Anchorage
the-

AnchorageAnchorage Native Caucus in10 pro-

motmg
pro-

motmg
propro-¬-

motingmotmg those changes .
11.. As President of the An-

chorage
An-

chorage
An-

u
An-An-

chorageu " ge Native Caucus I lobbiedlobbied-

the
lobbied-

thethe Senate Free ConferenceConference-
Committee

Conference-
CommitteeCommitteelittee for fundingfundmg for thethe-

Sentencing
the-

SentencingSentencing Guidelines Commit-

tee
CommitCommilCommit-¬'-

tee , after the Senate "Tiad"hadhad"hadooghadongong-

usally
oog-

mally
origoog-oogong-ong¬-

inallymallyusally cut the funding . We werewere-

successful
were-

successfulsuccessful in getting fundingfundmg forfor-

the
for-

thethe Sentencing GuidelinesGUldelmes Com-

mittee
Com-

mittee
ComCom-¬-

mittee and the Anchorage NatIVe-

Caucus
NativeNative-

CaucusCaucus have members on thISthIS-

Committee
this-

CommitteeCommittee .

2 The three day senSitIVItysenSitIVIt-

ytrammg

sensitivity-

trainingtrainingtrammg session of the 1979 Jud-

icial
JudJud-¬.-

icial Conference in10 SitkaSllka was thethe-

result
the-

resultresult of a direct request to-

the
toto-

.the.the.the Supreme Court by myselfmyself-

on
if

--ononon behalf of the Anchorage

. ..NativeNativeatlvea.ljvealjve. Caucusau us .

. _ . . . _ _uuuuuu.u.ooouuuuuuu.ooouuuuuuuooo- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

3 . The creationerealion of the Advis-

ory
AdvisAdvis-Advis-

ory
-¬-

ory Committee on Minority-

Senlencmg
Minority-

Sentencing
Minority

SenlencmgSentencing Practices was a dIrectdIrect-

result

direct-

resultresultult of the efforts of the An-

chorage

An-

chorage
AnAn-¬-

chorage Native Caucus and thethe-

pressure
the-

pressurepressure we were bringingbnngmg toto-

bear

to-

bearbear regarding the huge dispar-

Blacks

dispar-

ate
dispar-dispardlSpar -.

ate sentences levtedlevied againstagainst-

Blacks
against-

BlacksBlacks and Natives .

4 I1 was appointedappomted by thethe-

House
the-

HouseHouse to the Advisory Commit-

tee
Commit-

tee
CommitCommit-¬-

tee on MinorityMmooty Sentences Prac-

lices

Prac-

tices
PracPrac-¬-

ticeslices , and was elected ChairmanChairman-

ofof that committee . As ChairmaChairmanChairman-
ofpfof the committee IIcancan attest ttoto-

the
to-

thethe amount of effort that went-

into

went-

mto
went

intomto the report itself , but the folfol-

low
fol-

low
fol-fol¬-

low up effort to get the com-

mittee
com-

mittee
comcom-¬-

mittee report impleimplemented' * waswas-

not
was-

notnot only crucial , but was suc-

cessful
sucsuc-suc-

cessful
-¬-

cessful.. FollowingFoUowmg is a diIect-

quote
direct-

quote
diiectdirect

quote from Attorney GeneralGeneral-

W

General-

WilsonWWilsonson Condon'sCondons'' letter to Sena-

tor
SenaSena-¬.-

tor Stevens on July 28 , 1980 .

"""TheThe creationcrealion of the AdAd-

VISOry

Ad-

visory
Ad-Ad¬-

visory Committee on Minor-

ity
MinorMinor-¬.-

ity Judicial Sentencing Prac-

tices
Prac-

tices
PracPrac-¬-

tices by the 1979 session ofof-

the
of-

thethe legislaturelegis1ature . ThisTIus com-

mittee
comcom-¬.-

mitteeItUttee recommendedrecommendedseveralseveralseveral-

specifIC

several-

specificspecific changes to the crim-

inal
crimcruncrim-¬.-

inal justice system in orderorder-

to
order-

toto mmminimizermze the posibiluypoSibilityposibbty, ofof-

discrimination
of-

discriminationdiscrimination eagainst min-

ority
nunmin-min.-

ority defendants . WithinWlthmWithin-

several
Wlthm-

severalseveralseveralmonthsmonths after the pub-

licalion
pub-

lication
pubpub-¬-

licationlicalion of the comltUttee's-
report

committee'scommitteescomltUttee'scomltUtteescommittee's-
report

'

report , the following legisla-

tive
legtsla-

tlve
legislalegtsla-legtslalegisla- ¬-

tivetlve and policypohcy changes werewere-

made
were-

mademade in direct response toto-

thethe committee'scommittees= " - - ' recommend-
ations

commend-commendrecommendrecommend-commend-

a

-.

ations .

(a ) FundingFundmg for the ex-ex-

pansionpension on ta statewidestatewide-
basis

statewide-
basisbasis of the PrePre-TrialPreTrialPre.Trialln-
tervention

Pre.Trialln-Pre.Trialln-.Trial In-

ition
In-

tervention
In-In-

terventionition and DivDiversionDiversion-

Program
Diversion-

ProgramProgram administered byby-

the
by-

thethe Criminal Division ofof-

the
of-

thethe Department'ofDepartmentof' Law .

This programprogr8l1\progr8l1progr8l1has\ has beenbeen-

preViously
been-

previouslypreviously operated onlyonly-

in
only-

inin Anchorage throughthrough-
grant

through-
grantgrant funds made avail-

able
avail-

able
availavail-¬-

able through LEAA . ItIt-

provides
It-

providesprovides for an alterna-
tive

alterna-
tive

alternaalterna-¬-

tive to formal prosecu-

tion
prosecu-

tion
prosecuprosecu-¬-

tion of firstfmt time offend-
ers

offend-

violent

offend-offend-.
ers who commit non-

violent
non-

violent
non-non-

violent crimes by allow-

ing
allow-

ing

allowallow-¬-

ing suspension of pro-

secution
pro-

secution
propro-¬-

secution while the-thethede-.- dede-

fendant
de-

fendant
de-de¬-

fendant obtains neces-

sary
neces-

sary
necesneces-¬-

sary counselling , makesmakes-

restitution
makes-

restitutionrestitution to the VlctU-
Dof

victimVlctUDvictim-

ofof the acrimene ,. or com-

pletes
comcom-¬.-

pletes a specified pro-

gram
pro-

munity

pro-pro-.

gram of wlunteetvolunteer com-

munity
com-

munity
com-com-

munity work . The AdAd-

visory
Ad-

visory
Ad-Ad¬-

visory Committee foundfound-

that
found-

thatthat this program was adad-

mimstered
ad-

ministered
ad-ad¬-

ministeredmimstered using racIa1Iy-

neutral
raciallyracIa1Iyracially-

neutralneutral criteriaaiteria and rere-

commended
reore-rere-

ocommended
¬-

commended that it bebe-

expanded
be-

expandedexpanded beyond AnAn-

chorage
An-

chorage
An-An¬-

chorage to10 insure thathatthat-

the
tt-

thethe diversion option waswas-

available
was-

availableavailable to all ehgible-

residents
eligibleehgibleeligible-

residentsresidents in the state ,.

(b(b) The proposal by thethe-

Department
the-

DeputmentDepartmentDeputment of Law andand-

subsequent
and-

subsequentsubsequent adoption byby-

the
by-

thethe legislature of threethree-

amendments
three-

amendmentsamendments to the pre-

sumptive
pre-

sumptive
prepre--¬-

sumptive sentencing pr-
oV

pro-

visions
propro--¬-

VvisionsSJOns in the nenew an-ncrim-crim--


