
NoatakNoatW Experimentingptim nling in EnEnergy-SavingEnergySavingEnergyrgy.SrgyS.- Savingving : converting to wood fuel

Residents of NoatakNoatak ,. 55 miles-

north
miles-

north
mflesmiles

north of KotzebueKotubue .,; areMe begin-

ning
begin-

ning
beginbegin-¬-

ning :an experhnentexperiment in energyenergy-

saving
energy-

savingsaving ..

With a $$225,000225000,
, grant toto-

their
to-

theirtheir Northwest Arctic SchoolSchool-
District

School-
DistrictDistrict from the Alaska Power-

Authority
Power-

Authority
Power

Authority they are planning toto-

heat
to-

heatheat a new elementaiyelementary school-

with
school-

with
school

with a. wood-firedwoodfiredwood.flrCdwoodflrCd-. boiler .
If funding is sufficient , a.a-

similarsimilar system in an existingexisting-

junior
existing-

juniorjunior high will be converted-
to

converted
to wood from more traditionaltraditional-
fuel

traditional-
fuelfuel oil .

State officials suggest the-

prQject
the-

project
the

projectprQject wfllwill createcreat jobs and theythey-

note
they-

notenote that reforestation where-

trees
where-

trees
where

trees are to be cut is panpart of the-

program
the-

program
the

program .

Overall goals are to dedemon-

the
demon-

strate
demon-demon-

(tratestrate thetho feasibility of wide-

spread
wide-

spread
widewide-¬-

spread conversion of fuel-oilfueloilfueloil-
fired

fueloil-
rued

--
firedrued systems to wood ,. to con-

Residents

con-

serve
con-

serve
con-con-

serve fossil fuels ., to reduce oror-

stabilize
or-

stabilizestabilize the operating cost ofof-

the
of-

thethe elementary schoolschoolandand 10to10-

creale

to-

createcrealecreate local employment .

Residents of Noatak whowho-

harvest
who-

harvestharvest woodwoodwithwith chamchain sawssaws-

and
saws-

andand dehverdeliver it by mowsnow machine-

and
maclunemachinemaclune-

andtndand sled atal the present tlltle-

realize
tunetlltletune-

realize-"ealizeealize-realizerealize" $$125125 per cord , accord-

ig
accord-

ing
accord-

ing
accord-accord-

ingig to Bob Knolls of MaunelukMauneluk-

Association
Mauneluk-

AssociationAssociation , the non-profitnonprofit-- cor-

poration
corcotcor-¬.-

poration in the region . ThatThatf-

IgUre
That-

figurefIgUre translates into fuel 011oil at
$SI$1.131.1311351.135113.. 13 per gallon .

SinceSmce fuel oil011 now costs $$2.00-

a
52.00-

a
$2JOO2JOO$2.002.0020052.005200..

a gallon in Noatak , the savingssavings-

toto the school districtdlstnct frofrom using'

a wood-firedwoodfiredwood.fuedwoodfued-. system in thethe-

elementary
the-

elementaryelementary school could bebe-

1IIore

be-

shore
"'"-

thai
t-

hai
'-

thal
t-

halmore1IIoreshore that $$20,00020000$20,000a,
, a year .

The creation of jobs BIS aa-

priority
a-

prioritypriority of the project , also ,
since there is almost no emem-
ployment

em-
ployment

em-em¬-

ployment in Noatak duringduring-

lale
during-

latelalelate winter andd early $sprinePrinR ..
the tnetime of year when subsis-

tence

subSIS-subSISsubSIS-

tence
--

tence activities are at a lunlull .

Officials suggest the harvest-

ing
harvestharvest-¬.-

ing of 300 cords ofofwoodwood , thethe-

amount
the-

amountamount necessary to mamtaulmaintainmamtaul-

a
maintain-

aa wood-firedwoodfiredwood.flredwoodflred-. boiler duringdunng thethe-

school
the-

schoolschool year , could createcreate-

S37A00 in labor-mtenavelabormtenavelabor.mtenSlvelabormtenSlvelabor-intensiveintensive busi-

ness
busibuSlbusi-S37J300537.000537000S37A00. in -. ¬'-

ness activityacuvity for NoatakNoatak-

Finally
Noatak-

Finally
Noatak-

FinallyFinally , the VSU.sUs.. Forest Ser-

vice
SerSer-¬.-

vice min cooperacooperationlIon with the

Bureau of Indian AffairsAffalfS and-

NANA
and-

NANA
arjand

NANA Regional Corporation hhashas-

gIven

has-

givengiven approval to the projectproJecl ,.

notingl10lmg thatthaI replenishablereplemsbable cuts ofof-

adequate
of-

adequateadequate volume couldcouJd be aip-

Kobuk

sup-

ported
aip-aipsupsup--.

portedportedInIn the general area nearnear-

the
near-

thethe villages of Ambler ., Shung-

nak
ShungShung-.-

nak ., Kobuk ., KianaKJana ,. SelawSelawikc ,.

and Noatak


