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TheThe lastIdst time my Uncle Knot , my cousincoustn Dewey.andDeweyandDewey ., and 1I snowmachined home fromfrom-

aa Jay'sJaysday'sdays' grdylmggrdyhnggrayling fishingfishmg at Eldorado River in ApnlApril 1978 , we almost got lost in a heavyheavy-

foe

heavy-

lotfoelotK ",µwhichhlLhhiLh rolled inm from the BeringBenng SeaSea-

The

Sea-

fhe
Sea-

fheThefhe weather that day had started out marginal , lots ofofwindwind all day long , somesome-

hlohloIo'lngIolng3ing*"'µ ing snow and low clouds which merged with the horizonhonzon , sometimes near , some-

nes

some-

times

some-

times

some-some-

timesnes far away

It was a cold day , eveneven-

by
even-

byby my standards . We startedstarted-

off
.-.

off for Fort Davis some-

what
somesome-some-

what
-¬- .,

what disappointeddisappoirtted at thethe-

day's
the-

day'sday'sdays' weather .

""WellWell"We'll'' take a look at thethe-

weather
the-

weatherweather from Fort DDaVisvis ,,""
my Uncle Knot said . ""IfIf"If-

it's
"If-

it'sit'sits' good enough and ifif-

there
if-

therethere are no heavy windswinds-

farther
winds-

fartherfarther out , wellwe'll'' go see ,
and maybe try a littlelittle-

fIShing
little-

fishingfishing.. ".
Our alternatives werewere-

ptarmigan
were-

ptarmiganptarmigan hunting along thethe-

Nome
the-

NomeNome River or fishing forfor-

Tom
for-

TomTom cod near Fort Davis .

Either that or going homehome-

on
home-

onon such a day : cold andand-

overcast
and-

overcastovercast , threatening white-

out
white-

out
white-

out
white-white-

out conditions at least somesome-

time
some-

timetime during the day .

We firedtired up our snow-

machines
snow-

machines
snow-

machines
snow-snow-

machines . Uncle Knot hadhad-

an
had-

anan Arctic Cat Pantera ,

Dewey was driving a Pan-

ther
Pan-

ther
PanPan-¬-

ther ,, (also an Arctic Cat ) ,

and I had a discontinueddiscontinued-
oldold , but running , EvinrudeEvinrude-

Skeeter
Evinrude-

SkeeterSkeeter . While they warmedwarmed-

up
warmed-

upup I checked the tool box-

for
box-

for
box

for tools , extra spark plugs ,

drive belts , and oil for thethe-

gasoil
the-

gasoil-gas-oilgasoil- mix for the engines :

24 to 1I on mymyoidold machine ,

50 to 1I on the newernewer-

models
newer-

modelsmodels , and , oh yes , somesome-

machines
some-

machinesmachines now even have oiloil-

injection
oil-

injectioninjection ! Wow ! 1I checked

.

.,

for a&,_ flashlightit., and., put inin-

e
inin-

extrae-eextraektretra- traYo..foodfoodfpod-jfpodjd.JdJ.- i andiind Drinkingr(drinking-
water

drinking
water .;.' II'sortIsort'''sortsortsort ofofwishedwishwishedd Ilfiadlfiad-

a

Hadhad-

aa flare or twotwo and aacoma ccom-

pass
comcom-comm-

pass
m-m¬-

pass . Where was that dog-

gone
dog-

gone
dogdog-¬-

gone compass , anyway1I11yway ?

Uncle Knot'sKnots' andand-
Dewey's

and-
Dewey'sDewey'sDeweys' machines were hothot-

and
hot-

andand ready at last . We hadhad-

topped
had-

toppedtopped off the gas tankstanks-

upon
tanks-

uponupon returning from aa-

previous
a-

previousprevious fishing trip to prepre-

vent
pre-

vent
pre-pre¬-

vent condensation insideinside-

the
insideinside-

thethe tanks . We also broU8l1-

tan

broughtbroU8l1tbrought-

anan extra IS15 gallons ofof-

fuel
of-

fuelfuel for the trip ; I knewknew-

I'd
knew-

I'd'I'dId' need at least two oror-

three
or-

threethree gallons extra for thethe-

return
the-

returnreturn home ,, just in case .

Uncle'sUncles' firstfmtfast check pointpoint-

was
point-

waswas near Army Peak on thethe-

high
the-

highhigh slope of a hill lookinglooking-

towards
looking-

towardstowards the valley wherewhere-

the
where-

thethe EldoradoEIdorado River lay unun-

der
un-

der
un-un¬-

der ice and snow . The visi-

bility
visi-

bility
visivisi-¬-

bility was acceptable . EvenEven-

II figuredftgured I had a chancechance-

with
chance-

withwith mymyoidold machine . TheThe-

wind
The-

windwindwindwaswas only a littlelittle-

stronger
little-

strongerstronger there , on the toptop-

of
top-

ofof the highest hulhill .

Somewhere behind meme-

was
me-

waswas a sun shiningwning.. It mademade-

the
made-

thethe snow and sky brighterbrighter-

inin back , and the clouds upup-

ahead
up-

aheadahead darker . It was somesome-

kind
some-

kindkind of a day , like thethe-
poems

the-
poemspoems I read , ..donedone by stu-
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stu-
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stu-stu-
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dents at the BarrowBaIrow Schools aHanall righttight for a fast run overQver

. ._.""ItIt was a no-goodnogood-- day , a a known trail . By the timetime-

real
time-

real
time-

realreal bad day . I should have we hadhadopened"-opened"Opened-opened holesholes-

stayed
holes-

stayed
holes-

stayedstayed in bed .."" through the ice to fish forfor-

On
for-

On
for-

OnOnOnwewe went , I was only grayling,, the sun had bum-

barery
burn-

barely
burn-

barely
bum-bumburn-burn-

barerybarely keeping up with ed its way through thethe-

Uncle
the-

Uncle
the-

UncleUncle and Dewey . In the clouds , the day was lookinglooking-
valley

looking-
valley

looking-
valleyvalley the snow and ourQur sur-sursurbetter-- better , and it was stillstill-
roundings

still-
roundings

still-
roundingsroundings gott hazier ; dis-disdisearly- early ,.

tances seemed flat , like an IIwaswas fully aware thatthat-
8x10

that-
8x10

that-
8xlO8x108xlO photo of winter seen-seenscen-scenseenyou'vescenyou've- you'veyouve' got to rememberremember-
ery

remember-
ery

remember-
eryery with no depth . Every-EveryEverytrails- trails exactly from start toto-

where
to-

where
to-

wherewhere I looked seemed less finish to get home in aa-

bright
a-

bright
a-

brightbright . whitewhiteoutout , or else we shouldshould-
The

should-
The

should-
TheThe ride over had been stay put and keep warmwarm-

uneventful
warm-

uneventful
warm-

uneventfuluneventful . The snow was while we waited for betterbetter-
powder

better-
powder

better-
powderpowder smooth , the ride weather .

. - . . - - - . - . . . . .

I was uneasy , but mymy-

Uncle
my-

UncleUncle was wary . It was aa-

difference
a-

differencodifferencedifferenco in training andand-

attention
and-

attentionattention to details in a sub-

sistence
subsub-subs-

istence
-¬-

sistence lifestyle . Uncle waswas-

attentive
was-

attentiveattentive , aware of thethe-

wind
the-

windwind , the snow being blownblown-

over
blown-

overover the far hills and lowlow-

mountains
low-

mountainsmountains , of the weatherweather-

toto the north , east , south ,

and west toward home .

By early afternoon , thethe-

weather
the-

weatherweather was deterioratingdeteriorating-
quickly

deteriorating-
quicklyquickly , the clouds hadhad-

built
had-

builtbuilt up and lowered , andand-

the
and-

thethe wind was still blowing .

It was cold , very cold . 1II-

should

I-

shouldshould have stayed home onon-

a
on-

aa day like today .

WeW had caught a fewfew-

grayling
few-

graylinggrayling , but I didn'tdidntdidn.t'. feelfeel-

right
feel-

rightright about the weather .

TuneTime to go home .

A haze set in . We couldcould-

see

could-

seesee less and less ahead andand-

around
and-

aroundaround us.. Details . Must

remember details , one afterafter-

another
after-

anotheranother . Must projectproject-

ahead
project-

aheadahead ; turn thistlus way , traveltravel-

for
travel-

forfor so long to find a land

markmaIk. and go on withoutwithout-
getting

without-
gettinggetting lost .

(lContmucdContinued on Page Eight )
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Must not lose sight ofof-

one
of-

oneone another Must not loselose-

the
lose-

thethe ones behind me . MustMust-

travel
Must-

traveltravel slowly , cautiously ,.

deliberately , without con-

fusion
con-

fusion
concon-¬-

fusion . Whenever confusionconfusion-
comes

confusion-
comescomes , that instant : ststop-

and
stoppp-

andand seek counsel with thethe-
rest

the-
restrest of the group . Must staystay-
together

stay-
togethertogether . Compromise . SeekSeek-

and
Seek-

andand follow the best alter-

natives
alter-

natives
alteralter-¬-

natives , and continue home-

ward
home-

ward
homehome-¬-

ward
wardWe

We decided to head downdown-
toward

down-
towardtoward Cape Nome almostalmost-
directly

almost-
dlfectlydirectlydlfectly south from ourour-
fishmg

our-
fshmgfishingfishmgfshmg spot.. It took usus-

some
us-

somesome traveling to get there .

We stopped several times toto-

talk
to-

talktalk about which directiondirection-
toto go and about where wewe-

thought
we-

thoughtthought we were .

The fog had set in , thethe-

sun
the-

sunsun hazing out and becom-

ing
becom-

mg
becombecom-¬-

ingmg dark , like a foggyfoggy-

eclipse
foggy-

eclipseeclipse Visibility decreaseddecreased-

qUIckly

decreased-

quicklyquickly , landmarks disap-

peared
disapdisap-disap-

peared
-¬-

peared , fifirstt those fartherfarther-

off
farther-

offoffoffinmtnin the distance , and then

gradually closer and closercloser-
Somewhere

closer-
SomewhereSomewhere out there is ourour-
trail

our-

trailtrailtrail, home . Somewhere outout-
there

out-
theretherethere is . ... .

At last , we were suresure-

.where
sure-

where_'..wherewherewhere we were . Right bebe-

'sid
be-

side
be-be¬-

'sidsidsideside Cape Nome , on its easteast-

face
east-

faceface . Itt[ was just a mattermatter-
of

matter-
ofof following the dog teamteam-
and

team-
andand snow machine trailtrail-
into

trail-
intointo Nome along the beachbeach-
m

beach-

ininm some places but mostlymostly-
over

mostly-
overover the tundra a few hun-
dred

hun-
dred

hunhun-¬-

dred yards from shoreshore-
Visibility

shore-
VisibilityVisibility was still poor , butbut-
with

but-
withwithwithaa marked trailtratl leadingleadmgleading-
home

leadmg-
homehome ,. it was no problemproblem-

We
problem-

We
problem-

WeWe could .,.havehavehave used aa-

compass
a-

compasscompass if we had one WeWe-

also
We-

alsoalso could have homed In-

on
inin-

onon the radio signal usingusmg anan-

inexpensive
an-

inexpensiveinexpensive $$9.959.95995. pocketpocket-
radio

pocket-
radioradio if we had one WeWe-

could
We-

couldcould have stayed at thethe-

fishing
the-

fishingfishing site and waited forfor-

clear
for-

clearclear visibility .

Or we could have stayed-
at

stayed
at home in bed on such aa-

day
a-

dayday .


