Traditional crafts provide basis
for successful cottage industry

oy and Mana Chardes of Bethel ae
local artsans who an Laking the
|'+|:n.|||n1|1|r1 of therr cralt o a new
height. They will be meeting with a
manulactunng representative in December
to discuss production of Maria's Yup'ik
dancer dolls, The Charles are working on
expanding their cralt making operations
They will be engaging in market and proxd
uct planning to determine what type of
produa package will best suit their
prospedive customen” tastes. Their busi
ness plan includes the provision of wrilten
matenials to accompany their dolls and
masks. This information and related Yup'ik
stories will be educaional in their focus,
heightening other’s awareness of the very
special and unique nature of their people
Bob's parents, Nick and Elena Charles,
Sr., are well known for their ants and crafts
and, Bob says, are considered as Yup'k Es
Kimo tradition bearers. Bob was taught 1o
carve and design the wooden spint masks
that were once used in ceremonies and
hunctions of the Yupit . meaning “real
people,” the name they call themselves
Many of the designs that Bob uses are from
Nick's ancestry
Mara and Bob are somewhat unique as
local Native artisans, Taking great effort to
write stories and literatare to acce MMPAny
their crifts, they have produced many

pages of legends, stones and poems. These,

along with descriptions of the masks and
dolls, are available to the purchaser. These
stories were passed on to Bob Charles and

Maria and Bob Charles of Bethel
combine traditional artwork with
their keen business sense.

s siblings, as children. Boby recalls wilh
Fondness the many houres spent siting i th
clarkness holding a tHashhght or candly
while the stones were shared. Bob and s
sisters el they were rtunate to have a
cousin, Ciukag, who would deaw in the
mud, telling stones with her yaanuin - stony
knife

Boby, whose given name is Nicholas, Jr
15 an economic development specialist for
the Association of Village Counail Presi
dents, Inc. (AVCP) in Bethel. As a specalist
and a planner, Bob assists with the promo
tion and development of specific business
orented projects inhis region. These pro

q ....Many pages of leg-
ends, stories, poems and
mask and doll descrip-
tions are available to the
pmrbaser...”

jects are in the areas of agriculture, energy,
federal contracting, fishenes, tur industnes,
light manufacturing, infrastructure develop
ment, minerals, reindeer husbandry and
tourism and outdoor recreation

Because of his work and expertise, Bob
1s well-suited to teach and consult in the
arena of arts and crafts production and mar
keting. AVCP's goal in promoting economic
development includes implementing a pro-
gram of technical assigtance, training, and
seeking fimancial assistance for community
development projects. Bob Charles will like
ly figure prominently in this effort,

Look for him to travel to Bethel area
communities offering his services to assist in
developing and implementing local commu-
nity development plans. His assistance o
villages in formulating capitalization plans
for specific business projects can help fill an
important gap in services. ll

For further information on the profession-
al economic development services provid-
ed by AVCP, call (907) 543-3521.







