The Long Suffering

Part lI: Living The Yup'ik Inuit Prophesy:

Living A Great Lie

By Apanguluk erence the twomajor iceages their

Charlie Kairaivak people experienced since the two
land masses separated. They talk

Village Alaska, 1940's, Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs (BIA)
School. First day of school.

Teacher from the Lower 48,
Holding a Dick and Jane book.
Picture on book depicts suburban
America with two children play-
ing with their dog outside on a
neatly mowed lawn beside a well
kept house. Native children of
varying ages sit nervously, their
weathered faces hiding fear and
uncertainty. Most wearing brand
new mukluks and their least faded
or wom out blue jeans, shirts and
dresses,

“Good moming children. My
name is Mrs. Smith. Welcome to
your new school. | am very happy
to be here. 1 look forward to get-
ting to kmow each and every one
of you." (Looks at Native inter-
preter, smiles quickly and nods.)

“ltgives me pleasure to
tell youif you com your edu-
cationand graduate, you will geta
good job. In order to do that, we
have rules to help you leam faster.
From now on you cannot speak
your own language in school.
Those who break this rule will be
immediately punished. We will
only speak English. It is the only
language spoken in America. It is
the greatest languagein the world."

The cobbled street accented

teacher started to paint a grand
picture of America, how great it is
to live in the United States. She
‘old her students about the U.S.
Constitution and the guarantee of
democracy for eachandevery citi-
zen. She told them America was a
rich and powerful country where
everyone lived in comfort because
of America's cash economy sys-
tem. Every part of the students’
lives was to change with promises
of a bewer life, security and a
prosperous future. The pursuit of
happiness lay within the Ameri-
can Dream. The end of the rain-
bow was anchored in the Greal
Melting Pot. She told her students
they MUST change and become
like all the other Americans.

Sowhat is it truly like today
for those students of Mrs. Smith?
Did they find a better life, security
and happiness in the American
dream? In order to answer these
questions one must see those stu-
dents before the BIA school and
Mrs. Smith came. In fact in order
to see the whole picture, one must
g0 back 1o the time before the
Russians came.

Since time immemorial, the
villages had been perfecting and
using their goveming, educational
and spiritual systems. The Yup'ik
Inuits’ systems began during the
time when Mother Earth's crust
was thin. This was when the
Yup'ik people use © be able to
hop across a creek, now known as
the Bering Strait. Their stories ref-

about the minor ice ages in be-
tween the two major ones and
those following the last major one.
The people remember the time

when members of different tribes .

orf nations passed through their
domain,

The governing sysiem was
the Elders Councils. Men and
women who had acquired a life
time of knowledge and wisdom
were responsible for making deci-
sions for individuals, families and
their villages. The menand women
did daily community chores or
assignments, Every one had equal
responsibiliies except during a

other religion the Devil created so
therefore they should not even
associate with them.

A few students were sent to
boarding schools for several years.
Mosi retuned home. Some ne ver
retumed to their villages. Some
were never heard of again. Very
few of their parents and grandpar-
ents knew exactly what happened
as the religious or government
schools. Even today they do not
know what is really happening at
the local schools or at the village
church,

Fifty years later, some of Mrs.
Smith’s stdents have survived
the long hard journey to have their
own story to tell. Some didn't go
on to high school, some gradu-

"The Yup’ik Inuits’ systems began during
the time when Mother Earth’s crust was
thin. This was when the Yup'ik people use
to be able to hop across a creek, now
known as the Bering Strait."

war or raid. That is when the Dog
Soldiers and the warriors each take
on their special roles and posi-
tions throughout the community.

The Elders were responsible
for teaching all the children, par-
ticularly theirown grand children,
about the history, mythologies,
songs, dances, and ceremonies.
The parents taught them about
daily activities needed to be done
for their survival. There was so
much to teach that the boys and
girls were separated at an early
age due to the intensity of their
teachings and because of the sa-
credness of that learning. All chil-
dren were taught to live aspiritual
life (not a religious one) where
they lived in harmony with each
other and with all the four-legged,
the winged, the finned and all liv-
ing and spiritual beings onMother
Earth and their universe,

For many of the village
people, life began to change be-
fore Mrs. Smith came, before the
BIA school was even built. The
Black Robes came before she did.
The aging church was the first
complete wood building in their
village. Many of the swdents
weren't born yet. These mission-
aries stayed only a month and a
half out of the year because they
had other villages to “service”.
Each time the missionary would
come and then leave, the children
would go through a spiritual tur-
moil becauseeverything they were
leamning was completely opposite
of their Elders and parents teach-
ings. Some missionaries staled ‘the
spiritual connection the Yup'ik
people had with various animal
spirits (like the wolf on achild’s
parka their mother or grandmother
made and they were very proud
of) was the work of the Devil.” Or,
the next village where their aunts,
uncles and cousins lived was no
good because they practiced an-

ated. Many didn't. A very small
percentage went to college and a
much smaller percentage got their
college degree.

Today, those that didn’t go to
high school or got high school
degrees don't have jobs. Even
some who went o college or got
their college degrees don't have
regular jobs. Most everyone lives
offf the land and works at seasonal
jobs. Those able to find work usu-

ally only get menial jobs. Even
when they applied for jobs they
are qualified for, or have the ap-
propriate degrees, they are often
not hired because they are Na-
tives. Most demoralizing of all is
when their own Native organiza-
tion won’t hire them even though
they know they are qualified o do
the job and instead will hire anon-
Native or a Native from another
place. (In most cases when people
get hired because they have per-
sonal or family friends or relatives
within the organization who ma-
nipulale the job description and

_hiring process. They do this by

writing the job description and
hiring process. They do this by
primarily for the qualifications of
their relative or friend. Some go
so far as having the person they
want hired to write the job de-
Continued on page 6
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scription himself.)
This is not all today’s Native

adults are struggling with, Some
students that went to the boarding
or village schools were spirit-

ally, physically, mentally and/or
emotionally abused. They, inturn,
abused their family members,
friends or others in the same way
that they were abused. In those
villages where there has been a

longer history of contact by oul-
side government and church agen-
cies, the cycle of generational
abuses dates back to the great-
grand parent Elders of today.
Some adults cannot fish or

hunt in the same places their tra-
ditional family hunting and fish-
ing sites are because the govern-
ment or individuals have stolen
them. Their inherent inalienable
rights are regularly abolished ad-

ministratively or legislatively
without even a hearing IhnughulE
Natives Indigenous rights are pro-
tected by various international and
federal laws, including the Alaska
State Constitution under Chapt.
12, Sect. 12. Many individualsare
forced to hunt and fish in a non-
traditiohal way. They follow sca-
sons and regulations designed for
sport hunters and conmercial fish-
ermen. For example, they are
forced to hunt only mature breed-
ing bulls which are the life force of
healthy and strong herds. Tradi-
tional laws promote the strong
animal herds by allowing the tak-
ing of only the young-non-breed-
ing bulls or old non-breeding cows.
When the Alaska Natives do hunt
and fish using traditional laws to
feed their families they are ar-
rested and put in jail.

The contemporary values,
principles and systems make it
difficult for today's Native adults
1o communicate with their parents
and other Elders because the
adults, since childhood, have been
in a system designed to completely
alienate the generations. They are
constantly being pressured to give
or compromise a part of their In-
digenous Being in order to be
“today’s Native”, i.e. a citizen of
the United States or State of
Alaska, a shareholder of their vil-
lage and regional corporations and
a congregational member of the
local denominational church. They
continue to struggle with who they
are and live with the dilemma of
constant propaganda they must live
in “two worlds”. Many believed
the abuses they received within
contemporary systems was an in-
tegral part of the sysiem and there-
fore they must accept it. Even now,
Native leaders who work within
and benefit personally from these
systems are the oneés trying to con-
vince their own people to be ac-
cepting despite the devastation
these systems have and continue
1o create,

All of the traumatizing expe-
riences has created a code of si-
lence, within individuals, fami-
lies, villages and nations of Indig-
enous Peoples of Alaska bout what
really happened to them and what
is continuing to happen today. So
many of the Native Peoples are
suffering silently without having
any opportunity to heal or recover
frot the cycles of abuse related to
the original oppression. Many of
the Native peoples have turned to
alcohol and drugs so they don't
have 1o feel the pains of the con-
stant, sometimes daily, struggle
they bave to endure, Some resort
to suicide as one solution to these
problems. Living this Great Lie
for Native peoples is, by far, the
most devastating o the strength
and balance of their spirit.

Things have begun to change
for many Nativesadults. The Great
Lie has begun to unfold. For ex-
ample, many learmed the United
States of America is not the great-
est country in the world. Many
have seen the document (the
Kostlisov Memorandum) which
clearly shows that the United States
Continued on page 8
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knowingly lied when they said
they bought Alaska from Russia.
This document clearly shows that
they only bought the property of
the Russian American Trading Co.
Many Natives also now know the
United States took that document,
immediately hid and locked it up
in the National Archives,

Some village leaders have
accumulated national and inter-
national legal documents that de-
termine the specific type of rela-
tionship the Untied States and
other countries have with all the
tribes in Alaska and how that rela-
tionship works. Some of these
documents also show how the In-
digenous Peoples of Alaska can
work together totake back all their
lands, if they choose to doso. The
Native village leaders also now
know the Unted States and the
State of Alaska politicians and
their administrators knowingly
and purposely continue o break
these national and intemational
laws designed to protect the rights
of Indigenous Peoples all over the
world. Tribal Members and their
leaders know only the village
Tribal Governments have the au-
thority to represent and make de-
cisions on behalf of therr Tribal
Member’'s rights, lands and all

interests 10 their property. Future
commentaries will focus on these
documents).

-~ Many adults now know they
don’t have to give up any of their
culture or traditions to succeed in
this cash economy system. They
do not have to give up their lan-
guage, traditional songs and
dances, their relationship to the
land, the winged, the four-legged
and the finned, but most impor-
tant of all they donot have to give
up their Sacred Ceremonies, The
mostencouragingevent the Alaska
Native adults are experiencing is
they can beal and recover from
years of spiritual, physical, men-
tal and emotional abuse the 1.5,
government systems and the de-
nominational religions committed
and are continuing to do today by
forcing the Natives to continue to

Live A Great Lie.

Throughout this long journey
one thing no one could take away
or kill was the Spirit of the Alaska
Native Peoples. It survived the
greatest effort to eliminate it that
our people can remember in re-
cent times. The Native Spiritual-
ity has been battered, tom up,
stepped onand spit on but itis still
alive. Now is time for all Natives
Peoples to use this to heal them-
selves and others. Each person,
each family, each community,
each tribe and each national must
commit themselves to this healing
because the right kind of medicine
for their spiritual afflictions can-
not be found in federal or state
government, the churches, inmod-
ern medicine or any place where
these abuses happened but within
their own Being and Way of Life.



