Southeast Conference

by James M. Kohler, Southeast Conference Executive Director
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Seventy thousand P rF‘.uIL'_
spread between 33 communities,
make Southeast their home. Twen
ty-eight thousand of these resi
dents live in the state’s capital,
luneau

The Southeast Conference was
organized in 1956 1o create the
\laska Marine Highway System
Today it continues o focus on re-
gional issues and propects that im
prove the economic and social
well-being of the region’s resi
dents

SEC membership boasts local
govemments, chambers of com-
merce, large and small businesses,
and individudls. In addibon 1o its
Alaska members, cities and busi-
nesses from British Columbia and
Washington Sate are also actively
involved in the conference

With significant reductions in
state spending projected through-
oul the rest of the 1990's, the SEC
has been concentrating on ex-
panding the region’s non-govem:
ment economic base. The efforts
include

B Tourism

Seventy percent of Alaska's visi-
tors enter or leave the state
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The fshing industry has long
been vital to the region s ¢Cono
my

To help diversify Alaskan activ-
ity in this industry, the Conference
works with processors and fishing
organizations to develop value
added salmon products such as
salmon-entree dishes packaged in
microwaveable cans

Also, the organization is sup
porting efforts within the industry
o promote the formation of co-
operative marketing associations

B Solid Waste Manage-
ment Programs

The SEC is in its second year of
developing regional solid waste
management programs

By the summer of 1993, these
efforts should result in regional
collection and disposal programs
operating for waste oil, hazardous
wastes, scrap metal and used tires

B Labor Force

Driven by a survey conducted
by the SEC in 1991, the organiza-
tuon has initiated a cooperative
program with regional employers,
the University of Alaska Southeast
and secondary schools o ensure
that the needs of the region’s ex
panding labor force are filled from
within the region. The survey
identified employment needs in
more than 350 specific job classifi-

through Southeast. One of every
WO VISItors cruises or ferries
through Ketchikan, Alaska's “Gateway
City."

Initially a working committee of the

SEC, the Southeast Alaska Tourism Council |

is now a driving force in tourism market-
ing for the region.

The Conference is currently leading a
capital campaign to finance the comple-
tion of the exhibits in the new 20,000-
square-foot Southeast Visitors Information
Center under construction in Ketchikan
and slated for completion in 1994

B Mining

Mining will be a mainstay of the re-
gion's economy into the future. Sealaska
Corp. is actively exploring potential com-
mercial properties on Prince of Wales Is-
land. In addition, Echo Bay could see two
major gold projects begin within the City
and Borough of Juneau by year's end.
Two major Canadian projects within 15
miles of the Alaska/U.S. border could be in
production by the mid 1990's.

The SEC is working with supply and
service businesses to expand their opera-
tions into Canada and the Lower 48.

B Wood Products

The region has two intemational pulp
mills in Ketchikan and Sitka. The three
sawmills of the region have been reduced
to one, which is in Wrangell.

The SEC is actively working to reopen
the Klawock mill

cations during this decade.

B Energy

An SEC energy committee has formed
to push for state investment in an energy
inter-tie grid. The goal is to bring less ex-
pensive energy to the entire region.

SEC membership fees provide for an-
nual operating expenses and membership
is open (o all. For more information con-
tact Jim Kohler, Executive Director, in
Juneau at (907) 463-3445. B




