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Dear

99707-

DearDear Mr.. RockRodRock-

I

Rock-

am

,

I amamHltlllgwriting\HltlllgHltlllg\ thistlus "openopen" letter" to all.111111. NativesNJtlves of AlaskaAIJs"JAIJsJAIJs"JIth" with\IthIthwith-

the
\'; Ith-

thethe hope of01 explainingexplJllllng the Bureau of Land Management'sManagements''' role andJndJnd-

our
and-

ourour responsibility to them .

Our name tells the purpose of BLMBU.tBUt. It is landIJnd managementmJnagement..

LandLJnd has always been importantImportJn t to AlaskansAIJs"ansAIJsans" andInd, today with thethe-

passage
the-

passagepassage of the Native Land Claims Settlement Act it continuescontmues to1010-

be
to-

bebe ofofImportanceimportance The Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act propro-pro-
vides

pro-
vides

¬-

vides for the selection of 40 million acres by the Native people ofof-

Alas"a
of-

AlaskaAlaskaAlas"aAlasa" , located mainly aroundarollnd traditional village sites . BLMBLMIS'IIlBLMis'inis- 'm-is- 'mi- smis'm-
volvedIS- 'IIl-IS- 'IIlI- SIIlIS'IIl-
volvedis- 'in-is- 'ini- sinis'in-
volved' -

volvedvolvedinin the transfer of this landIJnd from the public ownership to thethe-

Natives
the-

NativesNatives of AlaskaAlas"aAlasa" .. We arearc tryingtrymg to do thistillS as fast as possiblepo slble andand-
until

and-
untiluntil Native selections are made , the BLMBLNIBLNIwillwill continuecontmue managemanage-manage-
ment

manage-
ment

¬-

ment andJnd protection of the lands withdrawn fOrfrf r selection .

The hrsttIrstfirst part of01ofourour jobJobISis to check landlandrecordsrecords to see if moremore-
thJn

more-
thanthanthJn one person or group claims ownershiponerslllPo\o\'; nerslllP of a particularpJrtlClllar piecepiece-piece-
of

piece-
of

-
of land , and to decide whichwluch has the truetrlle claim ThisTm! is done soso-

tlldt
so-

thatthattlldt the rightfulnghtful claimantclall11ant can behe given a.11. cleardeM title A cleardeJr titletitle-
means

title-
meansmeans that all other known claimsCIJII11\CIJII11CIJII11to\ to a.11. parcel of landIJnd will\\ III behe elimelulIehm-ehmehm-
inated

¬'-

inatedmated before ownershiponershlPownershipiso\o\'; nershlPnershlPIisI ' awardedaWJrded to the right person or groupgroup-

Secondly

group-

SecondlySecondly ,. belorebefore title to the landIJudlaudIJudLJnlaudLancanLJnLan behe transferredtrJnslerrcJ ,. BLM mustmumust-
do

"
doUO two things Whether it is an.111111. individualII1dlvldual allotmentJllotment , a villagevllIJge site ,

or regionalreglOnJI corporation landIJnd ,. the area must behe surveyed to deterdeter-deter-

mille
deter-

mine
¬-

minemillesurveyedfromits locationlocatlon and boundariesboundanes . Large areasarcas of landlandareare surveyed
from the air by helicopters . Then small sections arearc surveyedsurveyeusurveyeuandsurveyedandandand-
ma

and-
markedmarkedmamarkedonkedkedonon the ground . This is called a rectangular survey .,.

During the next two years BLM field peoplepeople111will\111111\,; havehJve completcomplet-complet-
ed

¬.-

edcd fieldfieldinvestigationsinvestigationsIOveshgatlons on mostmo <; t of the land claimeddJlmcddJlmcdasclaimedasas allotmentsallotmenlallotments-
This

,
ThisTillS is doneuone to determinedetermme if they areMe locatedlocatcdlocatcdonlocatedonon the landIJnd the( he apap-apap-

plicant
¬.-

plicant actually usedusedandandandIfif there are conflictingconfllctmg claims ..

BeginningBegmnmg thistills month groundgroundsurveysurvey crew'swillcrewswillcrews' v.willIII bebc in three mammJIIlmainmJIIl-
Jreas

main-
areasareasJreas of the State for the rectangular survey of allotments TheThe-
crews

The-
crewscrews will be basedbasedInmIn areasarea, around DillmghamDIllIngham , KianaICiana ,. andallLl BethelBethel-
and

Bethel-
andand willwIllremamwillremainremainremam thereIhere for about five monthsmonlhsmonths-

Crews

months-

CrewsCrews , also , willwIllsurveysurvey allotments around Tangle LakesLI"esLIes" , nearneMneM-
rorulNa

near-
CordiTvaCordiwarorulNaCordiTva , andandalongalong thethc mammalllmain highways Fieldrleld examinersexammcrs will be inmm-

Ihese
in-

thesetheseIhese areas to10 looklookatat.1111. Native allotments andandotherother landlandclaimsclaimsclam1s lototo-

dleck
to-

checkcheckdleck theirthCH locations for the surveyors . TheyTheywillwill try to learnleJrn itI-

tanyone
it-

anyoneanyone in111 the area claims ownershipowncrshipowncrshipofownershipofof the land besides the( lie personperson-
oror village that has filedledf a claimclJlm for it in the BLMBLNI landlandofficeoffice .

We hope that your readers will leelfeet( eel free to bringbrmg to10 uslI anyany-

questIons
any-

questionsquestions they may have . Our Area and DistrictDlstnct Managers areare-

available
are-

availableavailable to explainexplaill BLMLMactlVJtlesBLMactivitiesLM activitiesactlVJtles as wellwcll as our plansplJns to transfertransfer-
the

transfer-
thethe land . BLM needs this Kindkll1dkll1dofkindofof communicationcommul11cation ., We need toto-

know
to-

knowknow your aims and desires in order to serve them . In turn wewe-

need
we-

needneed their cooperation when our crews come intoIOta the villages .

All of this will take time . We will do our best with the men andand-
money

and-
moneymoney we have , but we need the assistance and cooperation of thethe-

reglon
the-

regionsregionsreglon and the people in the villages in order to do the job .

Working together we can carry out the provisions of the law andand-
see

and-
seesee full native ownershipownershipofof the 40 millionmilhon acres in the shortestshortcstshortcst-
possible

shortest-
possiblepossible timetlmc .

SincerelySIl1 erely yours ..

Curtis VY . McVceMeYceMcVeeMeYce-

State
McVee-

StateState Director

Lost VISTA VolunteerVolunteer-

AndAndAndanan Old EskimoEskimoS-

trange

EskimoS-

trangeStrange EncounterEnc unter Leads IntoInto-

Extensive

Into-

Extensive

Into-

ExtensiveExtensive Analysis of thethe-

Alaska

the-

Alaska

the-

AlaskaAlaska Native ClaimsClaims-

Settlement

Claims-

Settlement

Claims-

SettlementSettlement Act
I Jndand'sands'>' IIlidIndlidnd VdllgeVillageVillage-

State
,

StatetJtc of AlaskaAIJ\k.lAIJk.lAIJk.lklAIJk.l-
MJY

Alaska-

May
\ .

MayMJY 2S25" , 197311973-

Dear

(71>

DeJrDear IlowMdlowardI .,

The other night11Ight when\\ henhenewe-

were
we\ee\'; e-

"erewere"ereere" readingreJdlng the openingopellingopellingeLlsect\eLl-eLlseLt-seLtseLt-

tons
\eLl-

10m

¬-

ions10mtons of AN ACT , where it hashlhas-
the

,

the STATEMENTSTATF ll.NTllNT. OEOJ-OJOFOJPOLICY- POLICYI'OLI'YIOLIY' ( '
,.,

we camecarne acrossacrs() Section 2b2h( )

where"hcrehcre" itII saysSJYS thatthJt theIhe settlementeltlcrnel1lsettlement-
should

eltlcrnel1l-

houldshouldhould, behe accomplishedaccompll\hedaccompllhed\ withoutwithout-
establishing

\'; IthoutIthout-

estabhllIngestablishingestabh\llIngestabhllIng\ anyJny raciallyrlclally, defineddefillcddefillcd-
m

defined-
institutionsinstitutionsm tltu tlons , rightsrlgh b , privilegesprlvilege\prlvilegeprlvilegeor\ , oror-

obhgatlOm
or-

obligationsobligationsobhgatlOm ThenThcII in SectionSectSection-
2c

Ion
2c:! ( ) , alteralteraymgsaying\aymgaymg\ thatthJt the AlaskaAIJ\IIAIJIIAIJII-
NJtlvc

Alaska-
Natives

\. ,

NativesNJtlvc shall not loselo e any rightsnghrights-
as

I

as citi/enscitiensItl/cnsItlcns/ of the United Statestate ,

it goesgoe on to say thatthJt thethc SecreSSecre-SecreSecre-
tary

<; cre ¬.-

tarytJry isI supposeduppmed, to makemAe a.II. studytudystudy-
of

, tudy-
ofofofallofailallail the Federalederal[ programsprogrJfm pripnpit-pit-¬.

marilylilJrilythinlypitthinlydesigned to benefitbenetbenefit-
Native

ItI-

tNativeNative peoplepeuple andanJ totu report backhackhJchack-
to

"
to Congressrongress by December 18I H ,

helllgdonebeingdone1974 . I1 wonder if thistlJls is beinghelllg
done now , byhy the Secretary ?

WallyWJlly and I haveIwve been worryworry-worryI-

IIg
worry-

ing
¬-

ingIIIg more and more aboutabout-

people's
about-

people'speople'speoples' attitudesaltitudes towards NaNa-NaNa-

tives
Na-

tives
¬-

tives ever sincesmce that travellingtravelling-
encyclopedia

travelling-

encyclopediaencyclopedia salesmansale maJ1 passedpaspassed-

through
CdCd-

through '>through here last week ItIt-

seems
It-

seemsseems that they thinkt hfn " we are allall-

millionaires
all-

millionairesmillionaires and will no longerlonger-

be
longer-

hebehe able loto relycly( on governmentgovernmengovernment-
aid

tt-

aidaid andandassistanceassistance any morestore IIItII-

tbat

It-

thatthattbat article inill youryury\y\> ur paper aboutJboutJbout-
"modern

about-

"modern
:

"modernmodern" andandurbanurban " standardsstandard\standardstandard-
for

standards-
for

\
for Native villages is any indiindi-indi-

cation
indi-

cation
¬-

cation they may try and hold

evcneven the htlklittle helphelplhelpwe\llwe\'; ' did gelgetgel-

JgJJIIt
get-

againstagainstJgJJII\tJgJJIIt\ usu . Do you) 1111 (llunk111I1Ilurk that-
the

thatth.ltthltth.lt-

Ihe
.

theIhe SecretarySe retJry might1I1Ightinto, if closello\elloe\ downdo\ndondown-
all

\';all.111111. the lederallederJIfederal serviceservlce\ervlceervlceto\ to NativeIJIIVCIJIIVC-
people

Native-
people

:'>people likeI"eIe, " the B.IBIn.1n1. AALIolschools\LIolLIol\ )( ,

the PublicPuhllc HealthIlcJlthIlealth hospitalshmpltJ" .,

ManpowerM'npowerMnpowerMmpower,' TrainingTrallullg centerslellter ,. anddilland-
other

)

other programsprogr Jm likeI"eIe, " thatthJt ?

The questionquest 1011 ,. I guessgue , is1\11.Ill\ ., aie.IllIllareare-

these
. '

Ihe6cthesethe.cc<. raciallyrJclJlly defineddeldefinedtotitutJIIedJIIedJIItitutinstitutJII\titutJIItituttotitut-totituttotitut-
tons

\ ¬.-

ionsIOlhtons , rightsnghl ,. privilagespnvllagc\pnvllagcprivilegespnvllagcor\ , or oboh-ohuh-uhoh-

IigJlon
uh-

Itgatioils
¬-

ligationsIigJlonItgatioils( that AN ACM'rMr' I[ is1\11til"lng( s\ talkingtil"lngtillng, " '

about1about')" WallyWillyWJIIWJIIIY} says\IY\IY\ ,IYth.I1\ thatth.I1thI1. ilit" thetilethe-

I

tile-

I1I ederalederJI government doesn'tdoesntdoe\II'tdoeII'tIItdoeII't-
lund

doesn't-
fund

\
'

hindlundfund thesethe\ethee\ programsprogr,1l1hprogr1l1hprogruns, it'-

s

it-
s

11\1111.Iit
'\, a.II. veivlellsetslell-

hm
sets-

sinsslim\hmhmsins\ chancechalice thatIhlt, the StaleState1lle, ol01of01-

AIJ
of-

AlaskaAIJAlaska"aa" will pllpick" thelllthem lipuplipLIILIIu/n-ununs-
ideri

' )/ .-

sidenngIderlllgsideri ng howho\hohommt\'; mostmmtmust people upliplip-

here
up-

herehere leelfeel aboutabollt ANA\AAAA\ AA(( TTHIdTantiandHIdanti, thethLthe-

Native
'

Native Claims'JUJIIJUJII'lawnslawns('( '
, I hishl\hlhl1lIm\ claimdarnsclaim-

money
darns-

money
1lIm1lIm-

money
,

moneymoneywon'lmoneywon- 'twon- 'two- ntwon- 'lwo- nlwon- 'two- nt' go veryver laiIlltar, ilIIitititit111-

1has

it-

hashas to cover all,IIIIIIofof theseIhe\eIheeIheeervlle\ services\ervlle\ervlleservices-

Besides

services-

Besides

\ervlle-

Beslde

\

BesidesBeslde , it seemsce.mcemsee.risseeris. to10 me thatIhJIIhJI-

Ihls
that-

thisthisIhls money is1\11for\ for the landIJll thatthltthlt-

hey
that-

they
,

theyhey( have takenta"entaen" fromfront uslI\lIits\lI.Hldjnd.HldHldand.HldItandit. itI-

tdoesn't
it-

doesn'tdoesn'tdoesnt' terminatetcrrn1l1ate all.IIIIIIallof. of01 thethe-

other
the-

otherother relationshipsrelatlOnslup, thatthJI wev.eve. havehave-

with
have-

withwith the FederalFeder,1Feder1, GovernmentGovernment-
Consluer1l1g

Government-
ConsideringConsideringConsluer1l1g all they arcare gettinggett1l1g ,

they aren- 'tare- ntaren- 'tare- ntaren- 'tare- nt' losingImlllg anythinganythl/lganythllganythllgonanythingon/ onon1-

I11s
on-

thisthis1I11s deal1deJIdealt' Finallyrl/lallyrllally/ , if this studytudy,study-

of
tudy-

ofof FederalFeueral servicesservlce to thetheIJ"aAlaska\IJ\"aIJ"aaAlaska-

Natives '\ IJ"a-
Natives

\"
Natives is beingbelllg mademJde , howhow-

many
how-

manymany NativesNative, arearc involvedIIlvoJvedinvolvedtoin111to itIIII-

to
it-

toto see that our interestsII1tere\tII1teret\ areare-

gOing

are-

goinggoing to be pr itcclcdtectcdTtcctcd) ' )'
,

Your fnellIruend ,

NauggaN.llIggJN .llIggJllIggJ. CiunerpulCIllllcrpuluncrpuIC( Illllcrpu t


