‘Degnan Blasts
'Fink’
‘Democrats

A rural Lwmaker s chareed
that Anchorage Repo Dick "M
Newh was pomandy responsible
tor handime the Alnka Stat
House 1o Repoabhican control
and ettectively treezime out thic
bush nd almost every other area
ol the state

Devnan sard MOV civh was
publicaliv dechared cpponent or
any - bush deadensbip very carly

o ortanization, ind turther
chareed that MoV eh had bea
workimny with - Repubhcans o

engineet o Republican leadentap
betore the November electon

The veteran maral Liwinaher
sard that the present Repablican
MceVewrh House ras vranted
posttions ol leadenshp and
power only o the Anchorae
Southcentral areas “looaddy
ton. " Destan sard aondimon
e ahmost s bad e the Stan
Serte

Deenan pomted ot that
vittually o key position now
stands e the way of o capital
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move bill, or a dramatic shift of
the University of Alaska em-
phasis to Anchorage.

“My point is,” Degnan said,
“Fin" and McVeigh have not
just washed out the rural bush
areas, but also effectively all
areas outside the Anchorage/
Southcentral region.”

Degnan cited  that in the
House  Anchorage/Southcentral
controls the speakership,  the
Rules Chairmanship, the Finance
Chairmanship, the majority of
the Finance Committee,  the
chairmanship of the Legislative

Council, as well as other key
committees.
“Southeastern received  the

majority leadership, but lha(
position has no inherent power,
Degnan pointed out.

Degnan stated that the pro-
posed  Democratic House had
reflected regional balance in the
key leadership positions, and
that the dissident Democrats
which ultimately went over to
the Republicans had broken off
negotiations within the Demo-
cratic caucus prematurely.

“We really had yet 1o reacis
the point of serious compro-
mise,” Degnan stated.

Degnan said that the present
House organization is openly
hostile to the needs of much of
Alaska, and that the one chief
concern of House Speaker Tom
Fink and Finance Chairman Earl
Hillstrand, is to cut funds, re-
duce funding of programs, and
retaliate for their own opposit-
ion to the federal settlement of
the Alaska native land claims.

“The  Fink-Democrats fave
made a mockery of political
parties, and are apparently serv-
ing notice that they wish the
development of parties along the
lines of Andmmgc Vs, lhc rest
of the state.

“A certain amount of region-
alism is natural,” Degnan stated,
and stressed that rural Demo-
crats had supported such urban
programs as Fairbanks flood con-
trol, southeastern  waters and
harbors, University of Alaska
needs, urban state school sup-
port, and many others.



