She Said 'YES' And You Didn'tHear

A week-long Heanng Work-
shop was held i Farbanks Last
week mospite of - -SO degree
weather.  Although several vil-
lages were unable to make 1t n
because of the severe weather, a
plane. load arnved from Barrow
and Wamwrnight one day late.
after they were forced to over-
mght in Anchorage

The new program s a stép
torward over the days when
villagers  were tested n the

villages  and  mailed a0 heanng
ad at some later date withour
having any one cheek the appara-
tus: how at it and give pomters
O 1S Use

Under the jomt sponsorship
ot the State’s Vocational Re-
habiltation and — the Satelhte
Project, villagers are now bemg
brought 1o Fairbanks, custon-
fitted with an wd that will best
swit their needs, and given in-
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struction on care and mainten-
ance, on lip-reading, and on all
aspects of how they can increase
hearing ability.

Audiology supervisor ~ John
Devens said the success ratio is
much increased when this me-
thod is  used over the old
“hearing-aid-in-the-mail™  meth-
od.  He related a typical ex-
ample of a patient who had been
air-mailed a hearing aid in a
padded brown package.

Through a clerical fluke, the
package contained an earmold
only and no other parts. The
confused patient began to wear
the mold, thinking it was a com-
plete hearing aid.

Strangely — enough,  other
people’ secing the ear piece be-
gan to speak more loudly and
for a time, the patient thought
his hearing HAD actually im-
proved. In time, a kind friend
took a closer  look and dis-
covered the problem

This time, coming to  the
Workshop, there would be no
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mistakes. Not only would he be
fitted with the right (and com-
plete) hearing aid for his needs,
he would receive hours of in-
struction and counseling on its
use.

Although Alaska's  villagers
suffer from a far greater ratio of
hearing loss than a comparable
number of lower-48’ers, the use

of hearing aids has never been

widely accepted in the past.

Devens is conducting an in-
tensive education campaign to
correct this long neglected area
through the ~ Communications,
Satellite Project.  Of all the
multiple uses to which satellite
radio has been put in Alaska,
perhaps none are more innova-
tive than Devens.

A group of villagers treated at
the Workshop last June — will
communicate with Devens this
week on how the hearing aids
are working for them and what
problems, if any, they are having.
In communities scattered over

northern Alaska, they will ask
questions  which ~ Devens can
answer on the spot through two-
way communication.

The staff at the Workshop are
hopeful that not only will hear-
ing aids  help those  people
brought in but that, returning to
the villages, the people helped
will act as “public relations™.
encouraging others with hearing
problems to try the program.

Several factors contribute to
the high loss of hearing statistics
in Alaska. Foremost is a high
incidence  of  otitis media,
chronic car infections in young
children.

Every village mother is urged
to seek medical help at any
sign of car problems within the
family.  Prompt medical atten-
tion can prevent heartbreaking
loss of hearing in the future

While a certain loss of hear-
ing 1s normal in most elderly
people, in Alaska the loss s
more severe.  And because the
elderly are  not eligible for
vocational rehabilitiation, funds
for hearing aids for older per-
sons are difficult to come by
under the present programs.

The Workshop  has solved
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some of the problem with
“loaner bank™  a stockpile ot
second-hand,  used, and  dis-
carded hearing aids that can be
drawn on for use by the elderly
It is far from an ideal solution,
however, as older people often
need even mote careful fitting
and adjustments than the voung.

The active life-style of Alas-
kans also contributes to hearmg
loss. High frequency noises can
cause loss — chain saws, snow-
machines, shotguns and ntles
Devens is working on a cam-
paign to encourage men in the
villages to wear noise protectors
when engaging in this type of
activity. '

Making ear-protectors  the
“in" thing to wear is a big
task.  Too often, men don't
think it is manly to “baby™
themselves, but ask a man who
has already suffered a hearing
loss and he would  probably
gladly go back and put on a
protector rather than a hearing
aid.

Devens says he carries one
poster around with him showing
a very sexy gl with the cap-
tion:  “‘Suppose she said YES
and you didn’t hear her?”

Good hearing opens up many
worlds. Edwin Simon of Husha,
born in 1898, has recently em-
barked on a new carcer  of
teaching the  Athabascan lan-
guage to village children. For
Edwin Simon  there was no
question about the importance
of sound and good hearing.

Returning to Huslia after a
week in Fairbanks, Simon who
has many tales to tell, songs
to teach, and legends to recite,
will hear every word the child-
ren of Huslia learn to say in
this oldest of languages.



