Ft. Yukoners & State Commission Discuss Land Problems

By JACQUELINE GLASGOW
Staft Writer

Delayed by a day of ice fog,
a broken rudder trim-tab, and
bad Nying conditions, two plane-
loads of the joint federal-state
Land Use Planning Comnussion
set down i Fto Yukon last
Monday, January 22

The unusual and unpreced-
ented meceting wath the people
of Yukon Flats was the wind-up
of astatewide tour that meluded
Fooksook Bav. Nunnak Ishand.
Minto. and Kotzebue

I'he Commussion was wading
mto some ol the toughest areas
of the state’s complex fand sit-
uation. loksook Bay and
Nunivak are hedged in by large
tederal wildlife refuges. fofcmg
alternative selections by Native
villages - areas they feel are
less desirable

“The chiet complaint of the
village of Minto was a road.”
said Commission member Celia
Hunter, “a road that allows non-
Native people to come out, fish,
hunt, and LITTER.™

Hunting for subsistence and
protection of subsistence rights
was an issue often thrown at
the Commission

Joe Josephson, co-chairman
appointed by the  governor.
made it clear that the Land Use
Planning Commission has come
out very strongly in support of

subsistence  hunting on  the
lands under  consideration tor
selection.

“We don’t make any game

laws.” Josephson said in defining
the Commission’s role.  “The
Land Use Planning Commussion
will recommend the use of land,
not regulate its use.”

A Ft. Yukon man stood up
to say, 99 per cent ol the
people of this valley have lived

here for thousands of years.
The ducks have come.  The
moose have been here. Not

until the white people came did
anyone have  to manage the
pame.”

It was suggested at the meet-
ing that “people of the land
may provide the best manage-

ment of those lands — Resent-
ment comes when the “outsider’
does the enforcement and the

management.”

“That's why  we're here,”
said Chff Black, Eskimo Direct-
or of Native Affairs for the
Commission. I the Cormmis-
sion does its work well, maybe
you'll have something to say
about the new laws.”

“1ogrew up in a village in
Deering, Alaska. | hunted.”

Jonathan Solomon — of the
village council said, “We have
NEVER been asked, the people
of . Ft. Yukon valley, we have
been TOLD that this is the way
It is going to be.”

It was hard for the village to
behieve that the purpose of the
Commission i coming to the
village was, indeed, to listen.

“What are the views ol the
people here?  What are some of
the types of land use going to
be?  On the Yukon Flats, for
instance”?” asked Celia Hunter.

The question was — quickly
answered.  Jonathan Solomon
made a recommendation to the
Commission  that the Power
classification. of Rampart Dam
be  withdrawn  immediately.
“We are losing every day Native
allotments in this arca.” he
said.

He was unanmimously support-
ed by those  present at the
meeting.

Richard Frank, Land Chicef
and  Community Regional Di-
rector for Tanana Chiefs, point-
ed out that two letters had

Rampart Dam And Navigable Wat

LISTENING TO THE PEOPLE -

Planning Commussion travels to Toksook Bay,
Minto,

Nunivak Kotzebue,

All
Photos By

Island,

Jacqueline

Glasgow

already been sent to the Secret-
ary of the Intenor on the Ram-
part Dam withdrawal

“1 think it is good,” he said,
“that this time it comes from
the roots. 1t may have strong
bearmg effect on the Secretary
when 1t comes from you who
live here in Yukon Flats.™

Concern was also expressed
over large withdrawals made for
the four federal systems:  Na-
tional Forests, Wildlife Refuges,
National Parks, and Wild and
Scenie Rivers.

“There are a lot of "wild and
scenie riverst running  through
native villages,” said one ob-
server. I you have a one mile
corndor on cach side of the
river, this 1s not gomg to help
hunters.”

“The Bureau  of Outdoor
Recreation  is recommending
that NO vehicle be  allowed
within one mile of the rniver,
NO motorized riverboats ON
the river.  You can’t pitch a
tent and you can’t use a siio-go.”

“There are 14 Wild and
Scenic Rivers in Tanana Chiefs’
region,” said Frank. “That's of
about 36 m the total state. 10
are in the Yukon Flats.™

I think it should be made
clear,” explamed Harry Carter,
“that the Comnussion 15 not
locked into any one of the
federal systems.”

“We're not the BIA, we're
not the BLM, we're a new
agency that will exist only until
1976, added  Josephson, “to
help m the time when the cor
porations are bemg formed and
land is being selected. We will
assist in the problems of land
selection, ininterpreting - legal
problems of the Act, and in
exploring the resources of the
land, so that we can help the
people who make  the final
judgment, the Secretary of the
Interior and the Congress.™

One of the toughest legal
problems ahead will  be the
defimtion of ““navigable waters.”™
Josephson said the Commission
has employed one lawyer almost
full-time to study and report on
water rights.

Under the Statehood Act,
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Alaska acquired title to all lands
beneath “navigable waters and
lands under territorial seas.”

Just what the word “navig-
able™ means  is the difficult
point. It obviously includes
the Yukon, Kuaskokwim, other
nivers, and lakes such as Hhamna.

A GRASSROOTS EXPLANATION

concepts of land use planning.

Some experts define “navig-
able™ as those waters which
were usuable in commerce at the
time of Statehood. In Alaska,
there are hiterally thousands of
bodies of water with no history
of usage and others whose usage
is clearly for recreational pur-
poses and not commerce.

Rather than litigate each and
every case through the courts, it
is hoped that the Land Use
Planning Commission can come
up with a workable (and accept-
able to all parties) definiton of
“navigable waters.™

Tanana Chiels has stressed
the importance ot early ident-
ification of navigable waters n
order that Tand selection can be
accomphished within - the  tight
time-frame allotted.

Nearly every village in Alaska
is situated on - a body of water
and 1t as clear that the problem
will have to be dealt with in
order for villages 1o know what
land s available or not available
for their selections

More recently, DOYON, Ltd.,
has proposed that the Land Use
Planning  Commission  recom-
mend to the Secretary of the
Interior the immediate transfer
of title to the townships within
that village to the village

DOYON's proposal 1s con-
cerned  primarily  with  the
Tanana Chief's region but sug-
vests participation by the Alaska
Federation of Nutives and other
Jregions

DOYON's head, John Sackett,
cited the “educational aspects of
actually working with a town-
ship, working with land, with

Yukon to find out what the people want to do
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the ownership of land,

transfer of ttle, how do

own the land. what do we do
do with ?”

DOYON's proposal has been
tavorably recewved by the Com-
mission and it accepted by the
Secretary

may  well force an

Richard Frank explains

carly detimtion ol “navigable
waters.”

A group which calls atselt
Eovitonment, Ine., has devised

o ULand Clams Game™ soon to

be on the market
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ers Withdrawals Under Heavy Fire

Not far removed  trom the
old tavonite, Monopoly,  the
“Land Claims Game™ may be
used movillages as an educational
tool to work through  land
problems: to see, through game-
play g, the benetits of different
Kinds of Tand use:to learn about
environmental impact. cconomie
and resoaree development, the
village
water

cltects ol expansion,
addinons ot and
syatennseand how to make long
Lanee projections

It w not o ta fram
lookme at the  mult-colored
puzzle-prece map of withdraw s
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Nevertheless, there s a haunt-
mgly serious side to the “Land
Clamms Game™ Inoone ot the
offices at Fr Yukon, the walls
are covered with posters

One says. “Bad Deal at the
Fradmg Post.”™  Another reads,
“let Us Put Our Minds To
vether and See What Lite We
Wil Make for Our Cluldien™
and vet another savs, Ulake
Our Land, Take Our Fate

The Land Use Planning Com-
misston s histening to the people
ol Alaska, hopetully all ot the
100,000 stronye
alo tinking ot the
“other™ Amencans
and

vold-orange
commonhy
Tose

selections,
and

people, some
They wie
200 nulhion
who ave concern
m Abaska’s tand

The last poster
savs o The Barth
are ol One Mind.™”
are those of Chiet Joseph ot the
Nesz Pearce

It s perhaps oo much o
hope that all Alishans — Native,
federal, state militars . environ
mentalists, nuners, and ol deve
lopers will be of one mind

Sull. tor the tust time i the
Tustony ot g fand mass as farge oy
Alasha, an attempt s beme made
tomtelhigently . thoughttully
and with ereat care 1o plan the
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