State ToDrop Village Schools?

Hensley And Sackett ‘Call For Guarantees

Aluska Natives who have been
held oft at anm's length tor so
ANV Vedrs 0N S0 ANy Issues
are suddenly having every thing
dropped i their Laps all st once
The fatest drop s the entire
rural school svstem

Commusioner ol Fducation,
Marshall Lo Lind. has recom
mended to the state legslature
a total phasc-out ot the entire
State Operated Schools, placing

raral schools under the quns
diction of local school. districts.,
contracting  the bourding
home provram to Nanve regronal
and transternng
hase schools to nearhy

state

corporations,
militany
horoughs
Lind proposes abolishing SOS
by July 1 i
which do not now have school
districts be orgamized alony peo

suggesting that areas

graphic lines moumts ot sy to
mne villages

State Senator John Sackert s
i tavor of the transiional turm-
over, as long as there s no Joss

of state tunds

“Commissioner Lind has pre-
sented one concept ot how 1o
reionahize and how 1o vet tocal
control.” smd Sackert U here
are other coneepts 1o he con
sidered, i particular one that

v bene put torth by omyselt
Senator Wiallie Hensley | md
others ™

Sachett and Hensdes's plan.

ditters i the amount of “leeway
wiven, of Nexibility.”

A smnple village may wish to
take over the school completely .

(Continued on page 6)
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without combining with other
villages,” he stated. *“Some wil-
lages are more capable, some are
larger.  On the other hand, you
shouldn’t force local control if
itisn't desired.”

“We are researching to guar-
antee that the funding be grant-
ed in the same manner that
existing districts are now fund-
ed. We've always depended on
yearly appropriations by the leg-
islature. What we want to do s
set it up so that cach adminis-
trative unit will get x number
of dollars and a stated amount
of subsidizing by federal fund-
in

Sackett said that although the
concept of transfer through tran-
sitional - school  districts s to
begin on July 1,1t will not be
fully accomplished unul 1975,

“Getting local control,™ he
said, “is part of the entire pro-
cess of self-determination.™

Tanana Chiefs” Executive Dir-
cctor, Sam Kito, was recently
clected to the Fairbanks North
Star Borough  School  #oard
Commenting on Comnussioner
Lind’s announcement, Kito said,
here has to be some reorgani-
zation within the state system.
I'm not sure, however, that we

should have the development of
districts that are either too large
or too small. So there needs to
be some through given to the
size of these districts.”

Although ~ bush  legislators
have been clamoring for a long
time for local control, it has
been only recently that SOS
has promoted local mvolvement
and local advisory boards.

Some leaders have expressed
concern at the time-frame for
the village-level take-over.

Sam Kito, however, was opti-
mistic. L think if you have
policy-making boards i the vil-

lages, there s always time for
education
On I'ebruary 16, John

Sackett will conduct hearings
Fairbanks on the transter ot
SOS. The hearings will cover
three mamn points: (1) trans-
tening military schools from SOS
operation to - existing  borough
school boards: (2) teacher tenure
and the evaluation of teachers:
and (3) transter of schools from

SOS 1o newly  tormed local
school distiets
Lowell Thomas, Jro will hold

hearmgs simultancously - An-
chorage covenng the same three
points



