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Old Man, Young Woman And Researcher Capture Past

By JOETTE GETSE

Eskimo history is not dead.
Is alive and well in the Imuruk
Basin where a handful of people
have taken the time 1o search it
out and bring it into the present.

Located on the Seward Penin-
sula, the Tmuruk Basin is the
traditional home of the Kauwer-
amiut Eskimos. There, nestled
i its mountam valleys, locked
in by countless meandering wat-
erwavs and ndden m old lava
Nows are the remains of the
past, both ancient and modein.

I'he search tor that past m-
volves three very special persons
who would come 10 find their
lives mtertwined by it

Barbara  Trigg, a vibrant
young Eskimo woman who has
been an active force in the Arc-
tic. Native Brotherhood, s re-
sponsible for the birth of the
Imuruk  Basin Project for she
made the first discovery of hist-
oric documents there.

1t was Barbara who brought
together William  Oquilluk, an
aging Eskimo historan, and Mrs.
Laurel Bland, an Anchorage wo-
man with a special skill for re-

search and a concern tor the
people of the North

“heowas onoa tnp to the
village of New dgloo” recalls
Barbara, “that a group of us

a few old buildimgs
papers

ASKA

discovered

with some  valuable

them. The papers were mostly
in old wooden files, but some
were being scattered ‘around the

floor or frozen to the tendra
outside.™
The documents, records of

the births. deaths and mamages
ol the people who once lived
the village as well as of then
carly reindeer herding  associa-
tions, were important and Barb-
ara Thgg Knew they would have
to be collected they
were (o be saved from the weath
er and the casual hunter who
might use them tor kmdhing

Just how the paperns would
be saved was @ guestion she
could not mmediately answer
The village site s more than 100

soon

miles by water from the nearest
town, and the Brotherhood did
not have the tunds 1o fimance
anexpedition into - the bush

But Barbara told her thend,
Laurel Bland, about the papers
and i order to make her under
stand just how uportant they
are 1o the Eskimo people she
mtroduced  Laurel 1o Witham
Oquilluk

“Barbma and her tather,
Jerome Toge, had been tellng
me for a fong tame that T would
enjov meeting Willam and read
the book hie was wrnitime,”
Mirs. Bland. “Phey were nighe,
tor not only did 1 tind the book
arevelation about Fskimo hast
orv, but I considered it a work
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of art. It compares with the
Bible as that Book relates to the
fistory of the tlebrews™

Born we Pomt Hope m the
late 18905, Wilham Oqulluk
moved to the Imurus Basim with
his fanuy - when he stll
Guite y vuny

Ihere, crandtather
Fronna, schooled Willim m the
oral tadinon ot he Kauwer
anuut people qust as s erand

Wi

his

tather had done o him veans
betore: Tt would be Willa's
duty o see that the Tnstorny was

preserved  for voaneer vencera
tions

But s tsk was made dith

cult by the changimg hite sivle
ot the Tskanos and thenr near

Poby o epadeitines e
could ot pass con the sronies

e lad socpainstakanedy comin

oo memon Cre thierd

Lo onder o pertonn |
Ite, Wallm 1 he st

wiite dovwn the o and

them tor

would aeam
past

Wotne those tales took al
most 60 years as he traveled

wound talhme o any of the old
people e nught tind about the
thines they temembered

The tist nuanoscrpt swas des
troved by fires and Willam was
ey agnst time to hishe the
second wntine when he met
Laurel, who agreed o help hum
complete 1t and nvpe it
an bnglsh Liguaee manuscript

No casy tist, the book took
nearhy five vears 1o finsh, savs
Mis Bland, a member ot the
AMU faculty s who has written
many upon her
rescarch tor government agencies
and commumty’ organizations

Tvery sentence had o be
carctully reviewed with William
to be sure that the meaning was
correet,” she sayvs

It was while prepanng the
nunuscnpt tor pubhication that
William took  Laurel 1o New
Igloo to see what he was writing
about

hat visit was atl at ook for
Laurel Bland to hecome commut-
cd 1o saving the fustorny o e
Kauweramut FshimoyInthe
next thiee vears she would spend
many - months e the lmuruk
Busin tracime the records and
evidence of the past
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crurt class m o the history of the
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week at Sitka atter bemg qiven

a shart speech of welcome by
Deputy Comnussioner ] P
Wellmgton

ity -five men wall
thirough the 2180 Ly session
Lhe course was extended trom
ten weeks 1o twelve weeks dur-
iy the 20th sesston whneh grad
uated 22 men s June, 1972
Graduation s vear will he on
\pal 13th
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recognized s a college equiva-
leney
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Fatteen visiing fecturers -
cluding such emment men m
therr fields as Dr. William Brady |
pathologist i post mortem in-
vestigations from Portland, Ore-
gon and Dr. George Ishii of the
Seattle” Cnime Lab, will round
out the program of mstruction

O

school s

SUBSCRIBE




