Old Man, Young Woman And Researcher Capture Past

By JOETTE GETSE

Eskimo history is not dead.
Its alive and well in the Imuruk
Basin where a handful of people
have taken the time 1o search it
out and bring it into the present.

Located on the Seward Penin-
sula, the Tmuruk Basin is the
traditional home of the Kauwer-
amiut Eskimos. There, nestled
i its mountain valleys, locked
in by countless meandering wat-
erwavs and ndden m old lava
Nows are the remams of the
past, both ancient and modein.

I'he search tor that past -
volves three very special persons
who would come 10 find their
ives mtertwined by it

Barbara  Trigg, a vibrant
young Eskimo woman who has
been an active force in the Arc-
tic Native Brotherhood, s re-
sponsible for the birth of the
Imuruk  Basin Project for she
made the first discovery of hist-
oric documents there.

1t was Barbara who brought
together William Oquilluk, an
aging Eskimo historian, and Mis.
Laurel Bland, an Anchorage wo-
man with a special skill for re-

search and o concern tor the
people of the North

“heowas onoa tnp to the
village of New dgloo” reealls

Barbara, “that a group of us
discovered a few old buildings
with some valuable  papers

“them. The papers were mostly
in old wooden files, but some
were being scattered “around the

floor or frozen to the tundra
outside.” .
The documents, records of

the births. deaths and mamages
ol the people who once lived
the village as well as of then
carly reindeer herding  assoca-
tions, were important and Barb-
ara Trgg Knew they would have
to be collected they
were to be saved from the weath-
et and the casual hunter who
might use them Tor kmdhing

Just how the papers would
be saved was a question
could not mmediately answer
The village site s more than 100

soon

she

miles by water from the nearest
town, and the Brotherhood did
not have the tunds 1o fimance
anexpedition into - the bush

But Barbara told her friend,
Laurel Bland, about the papers
and i order o make her under-
stand just how uportant they
are 1o the Eskimo people she

mtroduced  Laurel 1o Wilham
Oquilluk

“Barbara and her  father,
Jerome Toge, had been tellng

me for a fong tme that T would
enjoy mectmg Willam and read-
the ook he was wotme,”
Mirs. Bland. “Phey were nighe,
tor nat anly did T tind the book
aorevelation about Fshuno hust
orv, but I considered it a work

ANAR

of art. It compares with the
Bible as that Book relates to the
history of the tlebrews™

Born we Pomt Hope m the
late 18905, Wilham Oquilluk
moved to the Imuruk Basim with

hus Tanmily when he was sl
Qe y oung
There, s wiandtather

Fronna, schooled Willim m the
oral tadinon of the Kauwes
anuut people qust as s erand
tather had done o him veans
betore: T would be Willm's
dury o see that the Tnstorny was
preserved  for NI
tons

But s tash was made dith

vouteer

cult by dhe chanamg hte sivle
ot the Tskanos and thenr near
entimction by epidenie RS
could ot pass con the rones
e lad sopainstakanedy comimn
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(e oder to pertonn s ol
e hites Walliome el he mus
wiite down the stornes and sane
them tora tme when i peey
would aevam deamn abont b
pant

Wiy those tales ookl
most 600 years as he taveled

aound talking o any ot the old
people he meht tind about the
thimes they emembered

The tist nuanoscrpt swas des
troved by fire, and Willam was
st tune to bush the
second wntine when he met
Laurel, who agreed o help hum
complete 1t and vpe atonto
an bnglsh linguaee manuscript

No casy tast, the book ook
nearhy five vears 1o fimshy savs
Mes Bland, a member o the
AMU faculty . who has written
NNy eporis upon her
rescarch tor government agencies
and - communiy’ organizations

ey sentence had o be
carctully reviewed with Willham
to be sure that the meanig was
correet,” she sayvs

Itowas while preparmg the
nunuscnpt tor pubhication that
William took  Laurel 1o New
Igloo to see what he was writing
about

That visit was allb at ook tor
Laurel Bland to hecome commut-
cd 1o saving the fustorny o e
Kauweramut FskimoyInthe
next thiee vears she would spend
many - months - the ok
Busin tracime the records and
evidence of the past
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