
StevensStems wwas helpful in hearings : AleutslUeuts

To the Editor :

ThisTlus uIS in reference to youryour-

edItorial
your-

editorialeditorial of September 23 ,

1981981I ,
"""WhereWhere were our lead-

ers
lead-

ers
leadlead-¬-

ers ," whichwhichcondemnedcondemned Gover-

nor

Gover-

nor
GoverGover-¬-

nor Hammond and the entireentll'eentlleentire-

Alaska
entll'e-

Alaska 'Alaska Congressional delega-

tion
delega-

tton
delegadelega-¬-

tiontton for not appearing personpeoon¬.
ally on September I15thSth at thethe-

Anchorage
the-

AnchorageAnchorage field hearing of thethe-

Federal
the-

Federal
the-

leralFederalleral Commission on War-

e

War-

time
War-

tune
War-War -

tunetimee RelocationRelocatton and Intern-

ent
Intern-Intern-.

mentent of Civilians.. While <wewe-

recognIZe

we-

recognize.cognizecognizerecognIZe. . that you have wiwrit-

ten
writ-

ten
writ-writ-

ten an apology , howeverhoweverunIt\limit\unItunIt ¬.
ed it seemed , we would bebe-

remISS

be-

remissremiss inm not formallyfonnally respond-
mg

respondrespond- ¬-.

ingmg and publicly stating ourour-

concern
our-

concernconcern of the unfair attacksattacks-
on

attacks-
onon our congressional delega-

tion
delega-

tion
delegadelega-¬-

tion .

The editorial unfairly Im-

plied
im-

i

im-

plied
im-im-

plied that these leadersi do notnot-

care
not-

care
not-

recarere about the suffering of thethe-

Aleuts
the-

AleuuAleuttAleuuAleuts during World War IIn ,

that other problems are moremore-

pressing

more-

pressmgpressingpressmg in their minds , andand-

that
and-

thatthat the civilcivilrightsrights of the pepe-

ople
pe-

ople
pe-pe¬-

ople are less important to themthem-

than
them-

thanthan other issues...
We writewnte to set the recordrecord-

straight
record-

straightstraight,, and we ask that thisthis-

letter
this-

letterletter be publishedpubluhed in thethe-

Tundra
the-

TundraTundra Times at the earliestearnestearlies-
topportunity

earnest-

opporturutyopportunityopporturuty .

In late 1978 ia group ofof-

Aleut
of-

AleutAleut leadenleaders briefed SenatorSenator-
Ted

Senator-
TedTed Stevens about the reloca-

tion
relocareloca-.-

liontlontion and internment of AAleutsAleuts-

from
Aleuts-

from
]

from the PribilonPribilors and from vJlvil-

lages
vu-

lages
vil-vilvu-vu-.

lages west of Umnak IslandIsland-

during
Island-

duringduring World War HII . BecauseBecause-

soso many yeanyears had passed sincesince-

the
since-

thethe war , the statute f6f limita-

tions
wmta-

bons
wmta-wmtalimita-limita-

bonstions prevented a lawsuitit inin-

court
in-

court
in-

courtcourt.. Only the Congress hadhad-

the
had-

thethe power to come to ourour-

assIStance
our-

assistanceassistance .

Senator Stevens agreed toto-

sponsor
to-

sponsorsponsor appropriateapplopnate legislationleglslallonleglslallon-

to
legislation-

toto investigate the Aleuts ' suf ¬.
feringfenng,, and urgedurgedusus to gathergather-

aJI

gather-

allallaJI the information we couldcould-

find
could-

fmdfindfmd on the situationsituabon . WhenWhen-

the
When-

thethe tune came , Senator StevensStevens-

had
Stevens-

hadhad both the dedication andand-

the
and-

thethe opportunity , because of hIS-

seniority
hishis-

seniorityseniority in the Senate , to bebe-

an
be-

anan effective champion of Ihe-

Aleuts
theIhethe-

AleutsAleuts ' interests . The CommitCommit- ¬.-

tee on Governmental AffiAff3lfSAffairsAff3lfS-

had
Affairs-

hadhad under consideration a billbill-

to
bill-

toto establish an Investigative-

commission

investJg3tive-

commISSIon

investigativeinvestJg3tive
commISSIonion on the internmentinternment-
ofof Japaneselese Americans duringduring-

the
during-

thethe war . As a member of thatthat-

committee

that-

committeecommittee , Senator StevensStevens-

offered
Stevens-

offeredoffered an amendmentamendment-wluchamendmentwluchamendment-whichwhichamendmentwluch-
was

amendmentwhich-
was

-which
was accepted-toacceptedto- requirerequue thethe-

proposed
the-

proposedproposed Commission to inves-

tigate
invesmves-mvesinves-mves-

ligate
-¬-

tigateligate the circumstances ofof-

the
of-

the"the" Aleuts" ' relocation and in-

swell
in-

ternment
m-

terrunent
in-inm-m-

terrunentternment asswellwell .

The public recordrecordmerelyimerelymerely-

shows
merely-

shows'towstowsshows' the Stevens Iamendmentamendment-
waswasas adopted by the committeecommittee-
and

committee-
andand the full Senate . But muchmuch-

more
much-

moremore behind-the-scenesbehindthescenesbehlnd.the-scenesbehlnd.thescenesbehlnd.thebehlndthe-. -- efforteffort-
was

effort-
waswas required . Our senior Sena-

tor
Sena-

tor
SenaSena-¬-

tor worked successfully to obob-

tain
ob-ob¬.-

tain the support of Japanese-
Americans

Japanese-JapaneseJapanese-
Amencans

--.
AmericansAmencans , and Senator DanielDaniel-

Ie

Daniel-

KKIe . Inouye of HawaiiHawa , for hishis-

Aleut
his-

AleutAleut amendmentamendmenL . Senator Ste-

vens
SteSte-Ste-

vens
-¬-

vens , through long hourshoun ofof-

peoonal
of-

personalpersonalpeoonal involvement and loblob-

bying
lob-lob¬.-

bying , was ultimately success ¬.
ful.. When he formally offeredoffered-
our

offered-
ourour amendment , no Senator oror-

Interest
or-

interestinterest group spoke againstagainst-

equal
against-

equalequal justice for the AleutAleut-

cause
Aleut-

causecause .

The Senate debateddebatedourour billbill-

onon00 May 22 , 1980 . At thatthat-

time
that-

timetime Senator Inouye , who waswas-

floor
was-

floorfloor manager of the legislaleglSla ¬.
tion , made the following com-

ment
comcom-corn¬-.

ment :

Mr . President , I wish toto-

commend
to-

commendcommend my colleague .,

Senator Ted Stevens , forfor-

amending
for-

amendingamending our original billbill-

to
bill-

toto include an inquirymqulry intointo-

the
into-

thethe relocation and intern-

ment
internintern-¬.-

ment of the Alaskan AleutsAleuts-

dunng
Aleuts-

duringduringdunng ((WorldWorld War II1011)11) . UnUn-

beknownst
Un-

beknownst
Un-Un¬-

beknownst to most of us ,
over 11,0001000,,000000 Native Amencan-
cItIZens

AmericanAmencanAmerican-

citizenscitizens of the Aleutian Is ¬.
lands were summarily evac ¬.
uated and retained in campscamps-

far
camps-

farfar worse than those thatthat-

housed
that-

housedhoused the Japanese.Amer-
Icans

JapaneseAmer-
icans

Japanese-AmerJapaneseAmerJapanese.Amer-Japanese.AmerJapanese-Amer--. ¬-

Icans-

And
icansicans-

And
icans-

AndAnd SenatorSenalor Stevens respond ¬.
ed in a formal statement to thethe-

Senate
the-

SenateSenate
SenateOn

On behalf of myself and thethe-

Aleut.Amencan
the-

AleutAmericanAleut-AmericanAleutAmericanAleut.AmencanAleutAmencan-. commucommunil ¬.
ty . 1I also with to thank

Senators Inouye and Jack-

son
JackJack-¬.-

son for enthusiasticallyenthuSJIStically sup-

porting
sup-

porting
supsup-¬-

porting an amendment ofof-

mine

of-

mmeminemme accepted in the SenateSenate-

Governmental
Senate-

GovernmentalGovernmentaltal AffairsAffaln Com-

mIttee

Com-

mittee
ComCom-¬-

mittee . The amendment auau-

thorizes
au-au¬.-

thorizesthonzes the Commission toto-

also
to-

alsoalso investinvestigatete the exper-

Iences
exper-

iences
experexper-¬-

iences of the Aleut peoplepeople-

during
people-

durinlliduringdurinlli World War II .

The momentum that SenatorSenator-
Stevens

Senator-
StevensStevens generated for the AleutAleut-

amendment

Aleut-

amendmentamendment carried over to thethe-

House

the-

HouseHouse of Representatives the-

following
thtthethe-

followingfollowing month .
On JuneJuoe 22,198021980, 1980 , the Ho-seHoseHouSeHoseJ-

udiciary
HouSe-

Judiciary
-

Judiciary Committee held thethe-

major
the-

majormajor hearings on011 legis1ation-

to
legislation-

to
legislationlegis1ation

to investigate justices againstagainst-

the
against-

thethe Japanese-AmericansJapaneseAmericansJapanese.AmericansJapaneseAmericans-. . ThatThat-

committee

That-

committeecommittee had before it thethe-

bill

the-

billbill introduced by the major-

ity
major-

ity
major-major-

ity leader , Congressman JJimJim-

Wright
nn-

WrightWright of Texas , and 'the'the Sen-

atepassed
SenSen-¬.-

ate-passedatepassedlte-pusedltepused-- bill which IncludedIncluded-
the

included-
thethe Aleut amendmenLamendment .

amendmenLThanks
Thanks to hard work byby-

Senator
by-

SenatorSenator Stevens and Congress-

man
CongressCongress-Congress-

man -¬-

man DonDan Young,, MajorityMajority-
Leader

Majority-
LeaderLeader Wright endorsedendoned thethe-

Aleut
the-

AleutAleut amendment and askedasked-

Ius
asked-

hishisIus House colleagues to acceptaccept-
Itit . Senator Stevens , Congress-

man
CongressCongress-¬.-

man Young , and others , alongalong-

with

along-

withwith two representatives ofof-

the

of-

thethe Aleut people , testified inin-

support

in-

supportsupport uas well .

When President CarterCarter-
signed

Carter-
signedsigned Public Law 96-3179631796.31796317--. onon-

July
on-

JulyJuly 31 , 1980 , establishing thethe-

independent
the-

mdependentindependentmdependent Federal Commis-
SIOn

Commis-

sion

CommisCommis-¬-

sion on Wartime RelocationRelocation-
and

Relocation-
andand Internment of Civilians ,

Senator Ted Stevens and Con-

de

Con-

gressman
Con-Con-.

gressman Don YoungYoungwerewere atat-

his
at-

hishis sideaidede . This was a proud momo-mo-
ment

mo-
ment

-¬

ment for all the Aleut people ,
but most of all , it reflected thethe-

dedication
the-

dedicationdedication of these AlaskaAlaskareprep-

resentatives
rep-

resentatives
reprep-¬-

resentatives to10 a full measuremeasure-
of

measure-
ofof justice for their Constitu-
ents

ConstituConstltuConstitu- ¬.-
ententJents! - the Aleut people .

Senator Frank Murkowski -
who joined the Senate afterafter-

approval
after-

approvalapproval of the legislation -
has been supportive this yearyear-

of
year-

ofof our efforts to secure fullfull-

federal
full-

federalfederal funding of the Com-

mission's
ComCom-¬.-

mission'smissions' activities , and wewe-

Continued(Continued on Page Three )



Aleut leaders say Hammond , StevensStevenss-

helpful

s-

helpfulhelpful during hearing process

(Continued from Page Two )

have been grateful for Ius-

support
hisIushis-

supportsupport .

Governor Jay Hammond hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen an important ally , and-

his
andand-

hishis contributioncontn'butioncontnbution' to justicejustice-

for
justice-

forfor the Aleuts ininternedterned 10-

World
in10mm-

WorldWorld War IIlI must not be Ig-

nored
igig-

nored
Ig-Ig¬-

nored . The Governor sIgned-

IOto

signedsigned-

intointoIOto law this year legISlation-

which
legislationlegislation-

whichwhich provided adequate fund-

109

fundfund-fund-

ing
¬-

ing109 foilot a complete evidentia-
ry

eVIdentia-

ry
evidentiaeVIdentia-¬-

ry presentation by the Aleut-

representatives
Aleut-

representatives
Aleut

representatives 10in testimonytestimony-
before

testimony-
beforebefore the CommISSIonission in10m An-

a

An-

chorage
An-

chorage
An-An-

chorage , UnalaskaUnalaskaanda and St PaulPaul-

Without
Paul-

WithoutWithout the Governor'sGovernors ' sup-

port
sup-

port
sup-supsupsup-¬-

port , the record of thethe-

Aleuts
the-

AleutsAleuts ' tragedy in10m World War IIII-

could
II-

couldcould never have been com-

plete
com-

plete
comcom-¬-

plete .

In conclusion , it must bebe-

recognIZed
be-

recognizedrecognized by all members ofof-

the
of-

thethe Native communitycommumty in10 Alas-Alas -

Jcaka that Senator StevemStevens proVId-

ed
provid-

ed
proVId-proVId-

ed more than comconstituenttuent ser-

vIce
ser-

vice
ser-ser-

vice when he sponsored thethe-

Aleut
the-

AleutAleut amendment in thisthts imunim-

portant
im-im¬.-

portant legislation . SenatorSenator-
Stevens

Senator-
StevensStevens provided determineddetermlOeddetermlOed-

and
determined-

andand effective leadership .. WIt-

out
Wit-

out
Wit-

out
Wit-Wit-

out hisIus efforts in10 the SenateSenate-

there
Senate-

therethere would have been no hear-

109

hear-

ing

hear-

nd

hear-hear-

109ing inI! Anchorage - andnd thethe-

world
the-

worldworld would never havejvc knownknown-

about
known-

about
known-

aboutabout the injusticeslOJUStiCes suffered byby-

our
by-

ourour people in10 the rremoteremote-
camps

remote-
camps

"
campsps of SoutheSoutheastern AlaskaAlaska-

during
Alaska-

duringduring World War II

Very truly yours .,
Philemon MIchael Tutlakoff-

Chatm1an
Tutiakoff-

Chairman
TutlakoffTutiakoff

Chatm1anChairmannan of the BoardBoard-

AleutiadPrbilof
Board-

AleutiatlPribilofAleutiart/PribilofAleutiartPribilofAleutiatl/PribilofAleutiatlAleutiad/PrbilofAleutiadPrbilof// IslandsIslands-

AssociatIon
Islands-

Association
AssociatIonAgafon
Association

Agafon Krukoff ,, JJrJr-

President
rr-

PresIdentPresident
PresIdentThe
The Aleut Corporation


